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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-1-N-G-S
(11:00 a.m.)

MR. KATZ: Welcome, everybody.
This 1s Advisory Board on Radiation and Worker
Health teleconference. And when | joined, we
had a goodly number of people. So I am
guessing most of my Board Members should be
on. So let"s get started with roll call.

We are going to just wrap up the
letter for a vote we had for BNL. So that's
the only site that we"re really addressing
specifically on the agenda. And there are no
conflicts with the Board Members for that. So
you can just respond with respect to
preference. That"s 1t.

(Roll call.)

MR. KATZ: Very good. The agenda
for the meeting i1s posted on the NIOSH website
under the Board section under Meetings for
today"s date.

Dr. Melius?
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CHAIRMAN MELIUS: Okay. Welcome,
everybody. And 1 think we should have a
reasonably quick meeting, but let"s get going.

Ted, do you want to record votes
from our March meeting?

MR. KATZ: Yes. Thank you.

So we received -- 1In March, the
Board voted unanimously among the Members
present to deny adding a Class at BNL from
1994 to 2007. And Mr. Griffon, Dr. Lockey,
and Dr. Poston were absent from that vote.

They have all voted since,
finishing their voting on April 17th, all 1in
concurrence with the decision of the Board.
So 1t 1S unanimous. And we have a draft
letter, which we have circulated.

Jim?

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: Okay . Do you
want me to do that now or --

MR. KATZ: Yes. I think 1t 1s

good to just read i1t In the record like we do.
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CHAIRMAN MELIUS: Okay . I will
try to do that quickly. So 1t"s "Dear Madam
Secretary: The Advisory Board on Radiation
and Worker Health, the Board, has completed
i1ts evaluation of Special Exposure Cohort, SEC
petition 00113, concerning workers at
Brookhaven National Laboratory i1n Upton, New
York under the statutory requirements
established by the Energy Employees
Occupational I1llness Compensation Program Act
of 2000, 1i1ncorporated 1nto 43 CFR Section
83.13.

"National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health, NIOSH, has
recommended that individual dose
reconstructions are feasible for all employees
of the Department of Energy, 1ts predecessor
agencies, and its contractors and
subcontractors who worked at Brookhaven
National Laboratory in Upton, New York +from

January 1st, 1994 to December 31lst, 2007.
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"NIOSH found that 1t has access to
adequate exposure monitoring and other
information necessary to do individual dose
reconstructions with sufficient accuracy for
members of this group. Therefore, a Class
covering this group should not be added to the
SEC. The Board concurs with this
determination.

"Based on these considerations and
the discussion at the March 12th, 2013 Board
meeting held in Augusta, Georgia, the Board
recommends that this Class not be added to the
SEC.

"Enclosed 1i1s the documentation
from the Board meeting where this SEC Class
was discussed. The documentation includes the
copies of the petition, the NIOSH review
thereof, and related materials. IT any of
these i1tems are unavailable at this time, they
will follow shortly."

And that letter had been
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circulated to everybody on the Board. And 44
there are no substantial comments. 1 think I
heard back from just about everybody on the
Board. So thank you all.

So next we have an update from Stu
and Ted about sequestration.

MR. HINNEFELD: Yes. Thank vyou,
Dr. Melius.

When we were in Augusta, | think 1
mentioned during my update that | had expected
to be able to tell you at that time what the
impact of sequestration would be on us because
we are subject to the sequester. But I was
not able to do so because 1t hadn"t been
ultimately determined.

Now that 1 know, 1 want to make
sure 1 share with the Board what this will
mean for our program, for the short term
anyway .

Our sequestration was on the order

of 8 percent, 7.9 percent, reduction in this
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year®s budget authority compared to last year. 44
And we learned of this around the March time
frame or that"s when we actively ostensibly
start to really understand what was going to

be affected.

Now, the ORAU contract represents
the overwhelming majority of the money that
our program receives. The majority of our
money, probably about 70 percent of our money,
goes to the ORAU contract. And so the big
penalty here 1i1s going to fall on the ORAU
contract. Some of the other costs are fTixed
and really not much you can do about them,
although we are trying to make savings 1in
other areas and particularly in travel.

One outcome of sequestration that
you may have noticed is that travel is being
scrutinized very hard by people above me. And
we"re trying very hard to cooperate and also
not request a lot of travel. So the travel

has been restricted, and we believe we can
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save some money in travel, which would maybe ,,
lighten the burden on the contract and the
work the contractor can do, but, to be honest,
the amounts of money are so disparate that the
amount we save 1In travel probably is only
going to be a Band-Aid, i1f that.

Here 1s the bottom line, though.
The ORAU contract i1s timed so that i1t was
scheduled to end at the end of February. And
a new contract was to be awarded. Well, the
procurement process didn"t move apace. And so
a decision had been made to issue a six-month
extension on the ORAU contract, which 1s 1in
place.

So they"re still on the job.
They®"ve got a six-month extension now that
runs through October. And as part of that
negotiation for the extension, they were
provided with a spending rate for the next six
months. It was about 20 percent less than

what they spent in the last 6 months.
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So that"s the bottom line number. ;5

You can figure out what that means yourself.
We have 20 percent less contract support.
The contractor does very much of our work.
So, unfortunately, we are obviously going to
have to feel a slowdown In how we can produce
things. And 1t will affect probably the
schedules for the -- fTor many of the Work
Group and Subcommittee items.

We are still, ORAU 1i1s still, 1iIn
the process of just figuring out exactly what
the schedule will be with this lower amount of
money. And so when we hear something or when
we have an agreement, they are going to give
us what they propose. We"ll have to decide
whether we want to change the priorities
around a little bit, but when we have some
sort of an agreement, we"ll be probably
sharing with the Work Group Chairmen and
Subcommittee Chairmen what we can envision

might happen.
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I think the most likely, most 14
visible places we will see things 1Is 1n
delivery dates of products for the Work
Groups, Tor some of the site-specific Work
Groups. But until we actually have gone
through the exercise of figuring out exactly
what ORAU can do with the money available to
them, 1 don"t really have any dates to provide
today.

1*11 be glad to answer any
questions | can.

MR. KATZ: Jim, 1f i1t makes sense
before we go to questions, 1If 1 just tag team?

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: Yes. I think
that would be helpful.

MR. KATZ: Then so there"s the
impact, In addition to ORAU, the impact on
contracts. And SC&A i1s on a contract as well.

And they are also having their contract
reduced. Their timing situation with their

contract is also sort of not perfectly sort of
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married up with the sequester. In fact, their
contract i1s a calendar contract.

But fiscal year, they"re Tunded
under a Tiscal year situation. So they"re
taking, 1In effect, an eight percent hit for
the -- to their contract for the remainder of
this fiscal year. What happens next year 1is
very uncertain depending on what Congress does
with theilr sequester.

So that hit. I mean, fortunately,
-— and 1"ve spoken to John Stiver about i1t --
It 1s quite manageable, I think. That hit is
less than the -- they"re taking less of a hit
than the budget they operated on last year.

So John was quite confident that
reallocating personnel i1In certain ways for
different projects, he could manage this
without the Board feeling any iImpact in the
pace of delivery, work, and so on.

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: So, thanks.

Now let"s open i1t up to questions
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or comments from Board Members. | am not sure 44
1T what you are saying will mean there will be
no slowdown or delays at SC&A. I think one
thing we want to be able to do i1s sort of
match up what the -- ORAU 1is slowing down
something, then we should also try to
coordinate that with sort of what SC&A thinks
in terms of scheduling reviews and timing and
so forth.

IT | understand vyou correctly,
Ted, 1 don"t think that should be an i1ssue.

MR. KATZ: Right. 1 think 1t will
be very easy to manage. And, again, the
impact on SC&A 1s actually much less than the
impact on ORAU.

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: Yes.

MR. KATZ: So 1 think we will be
In pretty good shape.

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: And the other
question for Stu, so how are you trying to

balance this cut at ORAU between i1ndividual
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dose reconstructions and the various kinds of .-
Site Profiles -- or, really, i1t would probably
be mostly SEC reviews.

MR. HINNEFELD: well, initially
the planning 1s to slow dose reconstruction
preparation somewhat. And always in our work,
SECs, like new SECs and the Evaluation Report
for new SECs, then come -- are like the
highest priority. And after that, we would
work on SECs discussions, where the Evaluation
Report has been delivered but we"re in
discussion and with the Board and SC&A about
resolving some findings on those.

So that tends to be the order we
do things iIn and 1 expect we would stay at
that level. Now, as to -- I worry that there
will be fewer resources available for the
finding resolution process going forward. And
so where we may have had a projected or
hoped-for schedule for some sites, going

forward, 1 think some of those schedules are
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going to be stretched out for delivery of our 44

products.

From our standpoint, 1 think we
are done with Pantex. | don"t think there is
going to be any effect on Pantex and 1its
ability to talk about 1t at the July Board
meeting.

And the other one 1 am aware of 1iIs
Fernald. And much of our contractors®™ work on
Fernald products has been done. And so we may
still be able to have a fruitful discussion
between now and July on Fernald. Those are
the two I"m most intimately familiar with.

Sites where we know of ongoing
efforts and ongoing research 1 think are
where, chances are, the schedule is going to
stretch out.

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: Yes. I would
just offer up 1 think that you should also
take 1i1nto account the potential number of

people 1mpacted.

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

This transcript of the Advisory Board on Radiation and Worker Health, Teleconference Board
Meeting, has been reviewed for concerns under the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. § 552a) and personally
identifiable information has been redacted as necessary. The transcript, however, has not been
reviewed and certified by the Chair of the Advisory Board for accuracy at this time. The reader
should be cautioned that this transcript is for information only and is subject to change.

MR. HINNEFELD: Certainly.

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: Yes. For some
of the larger sites where there are SEC issues
that involve a significant number of years or
something, 1t would seem to take precedent
over the site where, you know, i1t may just be
following up on -- you know, try and clarify
for, you know, a smaller site. We"re just
trying to clarify for a couple of years. So I
suspect the latter would not require a lot of
resources. So I"m sure 1it"s not as
straightforward as sort of small versus large
numbers. There are other factors involved.

MR. HINNEFELD: Right. Right.
And the CDC i1s not furloughing anyone.

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: Yes.

MR. HINNEFELD: Staff will be here
but just a much smaller staff than what we
normally have with ORAU.

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: Right. Yes.

Any other Board Members with
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questions or comments? 20

MEMBER CLAWSON: Jim, this 1s just
Brad. This 1s to Stu. You know, | agree with
you on Pantex. The only thing that 1 was
worried about, Stu, Is DCAS has some papers
that were deliverable for me for Fernald.
Now, they really should have already been
here. 1 just want to make sure that we finish
those up. You know, Fernald i1s very close to
being completed.

MR. HINNEFELD: Yes, Brad. That"s
what 1 was commenting on. Most of the
contractors® work on those has been done and
iIs either In ADS review or here for us, for
our review.

MEMBER CLAWSON: Okay. Yes.

MR.  HINNEFELD: But they are
pretty far along. And I am hopeful that we
can make the progress we need to make there.

MEMBER CLAWSON: Okay. Yes. The

last time | spoke with you and 1 think with
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Mark Rolfes they were in an internal review 5,
within you guys.

MR. HINNEFELD: Many of them are.

And then some -- like there might be one or
two In ADS review or just cleared ADS review
or something like that.

MEMBER CLAWSON: Okay. That"s all
I wanted to make sure. Thank you.

MR. HINNEFELD: Yes. For the most
part, I think we"ll make that.

MEMBER CLAWSON: Okay.

MR. HINNEFELD: We"ll see as we go
forward and how things turn out and how the
discussions go once we have the products out
there.

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: Again, when do
you think you will have the draft plan from
ORAU?

MR. HINNEFELD: I believe we will
have ORAU"s draft plan meeting the revision to

the dates that we have been working toward up
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to now. We believe we will have that the ,,
first part of next week.

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: Okay.

MR. HINNEFELD: And i1t may involve
some discussion back and forth, for iInstance,
iIT they stretched out things and one thing we
thought maybe that one should be pulled
forward and something else stretched out.

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: Okay. And then
iIT you can initiate some discussions, email or
phone, with some of the Work Group or
Subcommittee Chairs, 1 think that would be
helpful and we can sort of figure out what our
priorities are and so forth.

MEMBER CLAWSON: Hey, Jim, this 1is
Brad. I was wondering what this is going to
do on Savannah River. You know, we have been
trying to get this for quite a while. And
this doesn"t fall into this, but 1t"s kind of
other things.

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: Well, 1 think 1t
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could affect that, but let"s -- 1 think those 54
conversations are a lot easier once we
understand what ORAU believes how 1t --

MEMBER CLAWSON: Yes. |
understand.

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: -- their plans.
And then we can sort of figure out what to
do. 1 think that is a -- that was one of the
sites | was thinking of when 1 think of a site
where there could be a large impact in terms
of the numbers of people i1nvolved. And 1
think that also sort of i1mpacts the number of
potentially, again, hypothetically the group
for an SEC also reduces the dose
reconstructions, individual dose
reconstructions. So let"s see what their plan
Is, and then we can work from there.

MEMBER CLAWSON: Yes. |
understand. Thank you.

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: Yes. Thank you.

Anybody else?
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(No response.) o4

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: IT not, thank
you, Stu and Ted. And we"ll just have to work
through 1t.

MR. HINNEFELD: Right.

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: LaVon? LaVon,
are you there?

MR. RUTHERFORD: Yes. I got the
mute off this time.

CHAIRMAN MELIUS: Okay.

MR. RUTHERFORD: Okay . I have a
pretty short update again, too. So we did
receive two new petitions In March. We have a
petition for the Kansas City plant for the
period of January 1, 1968 through December 31
of 2010 and a petition for K-25 for the period
of February 1, 1992, which is the -- basically
at the end of the statutory SEC, and through
December 31, 1997. Both of those petitions
are in the qualification phase. And so I am

not sure 1T they are going to qualify at this
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time, but we should know soon on both of .5
those.

We are moving TfTorward with an
83.14 for Sandia Livermore. However, 1 have
looked at the schedule. And even with the
current schedule, 1 do not believe we will be
able to get that complete before the July
Advisory Board Meeting. So that will be
pushed out to the next meeting after that.

We are still looking for claims to
move fTorward, 83.14 petitions for the early
years at Sandia, and to modify existing Class
definitions for General Atomics and Dayt