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Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 


5 U.S.C. 552
 
 

  Enacted in 1966 
   Statutory right of access to federal agency 

 records 
  Any person can make a request 
   Must be in writing 
   Request does not need to show need or 

 purpose 
  All reasonable efforts are made to locate all 

 requested records 



Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 


Cost
 
 

  FOIA is not free! 
 

  The agency may charge reasonable direct 
 costs for: 
  SEARCH: time spent looking for records 

   REVIEW: time required to examine a record to 
determine if it can be released  
  DUPLICATION: cost of copying records 

 



Freedom of Information Act
 
 

FOIA requests frequently handled by NPPTL:
 
 

  Manufacturer-related Requests 
   Approval history 

   Results specific to one respirator 
 

  Fire Fighter Investigative Reports 
 



 

What is an Agency Record? 

  Records that exist; not information 
 

  Created or obtained by an agency 

 

  Under agency control 

 

  Includes paper documents, tapes, photos, electronic records 

 

  Must provide in form requested if “readily reproducible” 



Freedom of Information Act 


What is an Exemption?
 
 

Certain types of records are exempt from 
the Freedom of Information Act. This 
means that the exempt records should be 
protected from release (withheld) by the 
agency. 



Freedom of Information Act 


Exemptions
 
 

There are 9 FOIA Exemptions. 

The 3 exemptions which typically apply to 
NPPTL are: 



Freedom of Information Act 
Exemption 3 

Exemption 3: 

Authorizes withholding of information 
prohibited from disclosure by another 
Federal Agency statute. 



Freedom of Information Act 


Exemption 4
 
 

Exemption 4: Trade Secret 

A “Trade Secret” is narrowly defined as “any 
secret, commercially valuable plan, formula, 
process or device that is used for making, 
preparing, compounding, or processing of trade 
commodities that can be said to be the end 
product of either innovation or substantial efforts. 



Freedom of Information Act 


Exemption 4
 
 

Exemption 4: Trade Secret 

Exemption 4 includes trade secrets AND 


commercial or financial information. (We do 


withhold commercial information).
 
 

* Both drawings and production processes are 
withheld under this exemption. 



Freedom of Information Act 


Exemption 5
 
 

Exemption 5: Privileged Information 

Exemption 5 protects “inter-agency or intra-agency 
memorandums or letters which would not be available by 
law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the 
agency.” 

TWO BASIC ELEMENTS: 

1. 		 Pre-decisional, and 

2. 		 Deliberative—makes recommendations and/or expresses 
opinions (legal or policy) 



FOIA Requests 

Fiscal Year  2006 - 3 Requests 

Fiscal Year  2007 – 17 Requests 

Fiscal Year  2008 – 10 Requests 

Fiscal Year  2009 – 4 Requests to date 



Freedom of Information Act 





Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 


Requester Service Center
 
 

CDC/ATSDR FOIA Officer: 

Lynn Armstrong 404-639-7270 

Visit Us at: http://www.cdc.gov/od/foia/
 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/od/foia/


Freedom of Information Act 


(FOIA) Requester Service Center
 
 

A FOIA request must be either mailed, faxed or 
e-mailed to CDC: 

CDC/ATSDR 
Attn: FOIA Office, MD-D54 
1600 Clifton Road, NE 
Atlanta, GA 30333 

E-mail address: FOIARequests@cdc.gov 

Fax: 404-639-7395 

mailto:FOIARequests@cdc.gov


Freedom of Information Act
 
 

QUESTIONS?
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