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d. Blood Analyses

The results of tests performed on blood drawn from 15 subjects (7 meat
wrappers and 8 meat cutters) who were part of the latest health hazard
evaluation investigations are presented in Table VI. Mean pre- and
post-shift values for white blood cell count and total eosinophil
count are presented with their respective (+) standard deviations.

Tabhle VI: Results of Blood Analyses

White Blood Cell Total Eosinophil
Count Count
Pre-Shift Post-Shift Pre-Shift Post-Shift
Meat Wrappers 8081£1730 7944+2077 1874115 212+137
Meat Cutters 7268+2289 7953+1853 230+101 134489

No significant pre- to post-shift increases in mean white blood cell or
total eosinophil counts were observed.

e. Symptomatic Meat Wrapper

In the course of these most recent health hazard evaluation investigations,
a particularly interesting case of an affected meat wrapper was encountered.
Prior to employment as a meat wrapper, this person had no remarkable

health problems and was a non-smoker. Information regarding this particular
case will be presented because of the nature of the documented medical

data available.

The subject was a 37 year-old woman who had worked as a meat wrapper
for a total of 16 years. She described the development of a non-
productive cough and exertional dyspnea occurring two years prior

to our contact with her. She denied cigarette smoking and there was
no previous history of wheezing, allergic rhinitis, serious chest
itlness, or family history of asthma' or hay fever.

The subject stated that beginning in November, 1973, (5 months prior

to our visit) following a change to a new wrapping film, that she

began noticing shortness of breath, tightness of the chest; chest

pain, cough, skin rash and swelling of the eyes. She related having
experienced a similar problem 5 years before when the same film was put
into use for a short time. According to the subject, the chest symptoms
were not present during the first 1 to 1.5 hours of wrapping, but
appeared later in the work day. The respiratory symptoms reportedly
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