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 What are our priorities? 

The Northeast Center for Occupational Health and Safety (NEC) is one of 11 agricultural education, 
research and prevention centers funded by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health (NIOSH). NEC has just completed one cooperative agreement period (2011-2016) and is en-
tering a new period (2016-2021) with new research projects.  NEC partners with other NIOSH cen-
ters, state and federal agencies, land grant universities, medical centers, and advocacy groups and 
other not-for-profit organizations to carry out research, safety trainings, and intervention programs 
aimed at reducing occupational injuries in agriculture, commercial fishing, and forestry (AFF) industries. 

 What do we do? 

At-A-Glance 
 

The Northeast Center for Occupational 
Health and Safety (NEC) promotes health 
and safety research, education, and pre-
vention activities in the high-risk areas of 
farming, commercial fishing, and logging 
from Maine to West Virginia.  This snap-
shot shows recent accomplishments and 
upcoming work. 

 

 

• Establish systems for tracking patterns of 
work-related exposures and injury in agricul-
ture, forestry, and fishing. 

• Develop and deliver bi-lingual prevention pro-
grams that increase access to health and 
safety technology and information on safety 
best practices. 

• Mobilize worker communities and industries 
to collaboratively address occupational health 
and safety hazards. 

• Develop, test, and disseminate engineering 
solutions. 

• Evaluate NEC research projects and pro-
grams. 

• Translate research findings into feasible and 
effective worksite practices/products. 

• Lead the National Rollover Protective Struc-
ture (ROPS) Rebate Program, which seeks to 
expand the ROPS rebate programs into other 
US states. 

• Provide interactive, worksite training oppor-
tunities for farmers and farm families, agricul-
tural workers, high school and college 
agricultural classes, vocational teachers, agri-
businesses, occupational safety specialists, 
commercial fishermen and forestry workers. 

 What have we accomplished? 

• Rollover Protection Systems (ROPS) are 99% 
effective in eliminating the risk of tractor over-
turn injury or fatality. Through the NEC, ROPS 
Rebate Programs have been established in NY, 
NH, VT, PA, MA, WI, and most recently in MN.    

• Developed a surveillance system for agriculture 
and forestry using existing electronic injury 
data in ME, NH, NJ, CT and MD. This system 
will help health and safety officials prioritize, 
develop and evaluate agriculture and forestry 
injury prevention programs. 

• From 2012-2016, NEC offered 66 sessions of the 
“Game of Logging” class to farmers and land-
owners on chainsaw handling, protective equip-
ment use, and safer felling practices.  

• Conducted 662 educational sessions from April 
2015 to March 2016, training 8,015 workers by 
leveraging NIOSH and state-based funding. 

• Developed community-based participatory 
projects with farm workers in ME, CT, and NY to 
identify effective ergonomic solutions for hand-
harvesting work in the Northeast. NEC has de-
livered farm safety trainings to Anabaptist com-
munities in NY which alerted more than 1000 
school children to common farm hazards.  

• Calculated reliable estimates of worker hazard 
exposures in the Northeastern lobster fishery to 
provide the only reliable injury and fatality rates 
in this U.S. fishery sector.  

• Assessed Northeastern fishing vessel drum 
winch placement and characteristics. Devel-
oped and piloted entanglement prevention 
technology. 

• Prevented tractor overturn injury deaths, with 
NY ROPS Rebate Program participants report-
ing 16 overturn incidents and 197 close-calls. 

 What’s next? 

• Identify influence strategies to mobilize interest 
in power take-off shielding on farms. 

• Develop ergonomic equipment for lobster fish-
ermen to prevent musculoskeletal injuries.  

• Launch coalition of northeast agricultural safety 
specialists for sharing and collaborating on new 
training methods and best practices. 

• Test commercially available personal flotation 
devices (PFDs) to select and improve the best 
designs and increase the use of PFD’s in the 
commercial fishing community. 

• Conduct surveys and health assessments to 
identify occupational health and safety issues 
experienced by ME logging workers.

 

NEC, located in Cooperstown, NY, 
serves 12 northeastern states  
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Source: National ROPS rebate program. Data are reported 
in January of each year. 

Source: NEC surveillance, Prehospital Care Reports (PCR)        
& hospital discharge data 
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