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March 11, 200 3m——
LETTER TO ALL MANUFACTURERS

Subject: Upgrade of Previously-Deployed SCBA Configurations to CBRN Approval
Status

This letter is to inform manufacturers that NIOSH will immediately begin accepting extension
of approval applications for the evaluation of components and procedures to upgrade
previously-deployed (field-deployed) NIOSH-approved Self Contained Breathing Apparatus to
CBRN-approved configurations. The purpose of this program is to:

1. test and evaluate retrofit kits used to upgrade field-deployed SCBA

2. assure upgraded SCBA’s comply with approved CBRN SCBA
configurations

3. assure the quality of the components and procedures used to upgrade
previous versions of the SCBA establish the CBRN-approved configuration.

Background

NIOSH announced plans to begin accepting applications to test and evaluate self-contained
breathing apparatus (SCBA) for use against chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear
(CBRN) agents in a December 28, 2001, NIOSH Letter to All Respirator Manufacturers. Since
January 2002, NIOSH has been processing applications for CBRN SCBA approval in
accordance with the requirements identified in the December 28, 2001, NIOSH letter.
Approvals for CBRN SCBA have now been issued and applications for approval to this
protection are expected to continue. Both manufacturers and users have expressed the
desire and need to upgrade equipment placed in service prior to issuance of the CBRN
approval. NIOSH believes the CBRN SCBA Retrofit Kits will greatly increase the number of
emergency responders who are afforded the increased protection provided by the NIOSH-
approved CBRN SCBA respirators. Because of this, NIOSH will immediately begin accepting
applications to test and evaluate CBRN SCBA Retrofit Kits.

Requirements for the CBRN SCBA Retrofit Kit Program

1. Retrofit of field-deployed SCBA to the CBRN protection must be performed by
manufacturer-trained and authorized technicians, who ensure the upgrades comply with the
approved CBRN-SCBA configuration, quality assurance and performance requirements.

2. The CBRN SCBA Retrofit Kit must, as a minimum, contain the following:

a. CBRN SCBA Retrofit Kit Instructions,

b. Replacement components, parts, materials, and operation instructions
required to upgrade the SCBA’s configuration to the approved CBRN
configuration level,

c. Registration materials for recording SCBA information as required by the
manufacturer,

d. CBRN SCBA Retrofit Approval Label (See Attachment A).
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