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Preface

Conformity assessment is key to ensuring that the products we pur-
chase are effective and perform to specifications; as users we are not ex-
pected to know or be engaged in the actual intricacies of how products
are tested and verified to make sure that they meet performance require-
ments. This report focuses on conformity assessment for occupational
personal protective technologies (PPT)—ensuring that PPT are effective
in preventing or reducing hazardous exposures or situations that workers
face in their jobs. Because respirators already have an extensive testing
and conformity assessment process in place, the charge to this committee
was to address conformity assessment processes for other types of PPT,
including eve and face protection, gloves, hearing protectors, and protec-
tive clothing.

The impetus for this study comes from the recommendations of a
2009 Institute of Medicine and National Research Council report that
reviewed the PPT Program at the National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health (NIOSH). The report identified gaps and inconsisten-
cies in the certification and other conformity assessment processes for
non-respirator PPT and urged that this issue be further explored.

As the committee surveyed the current state of conformity assess-
ment for PPT products, it became evident that a number of varied ap-
proaches are currently in place with the involvement of multiple
organizations and federal agencies. Processes differed in the rigor of the
testing, the extent of independent third-party involvement in the process,
requirements for quality manufacturing processes, and follow-up efforts
to identify post-marketing concerns. The need for a greater emphasis on
a consistent and risk-based approach to PPT conformity assessment was
identified as a priority by the committee. In workplaces where there are
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