CHARGE TO REVIEWERS:
EMERGENCY RESPONDER HEALTH
MONITORING AND SURVEILLANCE

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) is conducting a peer review of the scientific
information product, “Emergency Responder Health Monitoring and Surveillance.” This
document has been determined by the Institute to be an Influential Scientific
Assessment according to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) guidelines issued
pursuant to Section 515 of Public Law 106-554, commonly known as the "Data Quality
Act" (codified at 44 USC 3504(d)(1) and 3516). The overall goal of the peer review is to
enhance the quality and credibility of Agency recommendations by ensuring that the
scientific and technical work products underlying these recommendations receive
appropriate levels of peer review by independent scientific and technical experts. This
charge to the reviewers was developed in accordance with NIOSH’s established peer
review guidelines and policies and is meant to ensure that the Agency uses credible and
appropriate science in the development of its worker protection recommendations for
emergency response.

The purpose of this guidance document is to provide a recommended safety and health
monitoring and surveillance framework for emergency responders, referred to in the
document as the “Emergency Responder Health Monitoring and Surveillance (ERHMS)”
system. This document includes specific recommendations and tools for all phases of an
emergency response, including the pre-deployment, during-deployment, and post-
deployment phases. The overall intent of the ERHMS system is to ensure that properly
trained and medically screened responders are deployed to each emergency response,
to identify exposures, illnesses, and injuries early in the course of an emergency
response in order to prevent or mitigate adverse physical and psychological effects
among responders, and then to determine whether long term post-event surveillance is
warranted. The document provides comprehensive guidance in the following areas: (1)
medical screening that focuses on assessment of fitness and ability to safely and
effectively deploy on a response, (2) responder training regarding hazards to be
anticipated and protective measures to mitigate them, (3) approaches to centralized
tracking or rostering of responders, (4) surveillance and monitoring for exposures and
adverse health effects, including supporting efforts in environmental monitoring and
assessment, (5) out-processing assessments on completion of response duties and
deployments, and (6) follow-up or long-term surveillance or monitoring for potential
delayed or long-term adverse effects of the deployment experience.

In response to reviewers’ comments, NIOSH will develop a Peer Review Report, posted
to the NIOSH public docket, that will contain the resolution to the comments. While
the names and affiliations of the peer review panel will be made available, along with a










