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Ms. Diane Miller

NIOSH Docket Officer
Mailstop C-34

4676 Columbia Parkway
Cincinnati ,Ohio 45226-1998

Dear Ms. Miller;

As a former corporate officer of perhaps the largest heavy highway contractor in the state of Missouri
with responsibilities for both public and employee safety and health in relation to our construction
projects, | have an especially keen interest in this NIOSH Document on Highway Work Zone Safety
for which you seek comment.
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3rd para. states that"the MUTCD’s focus is the interaction between motorists and the work

zone. This is true, howeverthe very strong motivation for that document ,as the actual name
indicates, is uniformity throughout the nation in equipping the average motorist to more easily
recognize and safely deal with street and highway work zones. That objective has wrought very
significant improvement , as well as worthwhile progress in the safety of workers within such work
zones.
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Acknowledgments regarding the NIOSH workshop illustrate that there was noteworthy expertise
represented among the personages present, however, most appear to be lacking actual field
experience in such work zones. | am of the opinion that until one has experienced, first-hand, trying
to physically perform work tasks with eighteen wheelers whizzing within a few inches of your rear-
end, it may be difficult to understand the need for assigning the highest priority to addressing the
problem of public traffic interface with the work zones.
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No question that trucks and equipment within the work zone present very real hazards; hazards
which will always challenge the contractors’ abilities to safely accommodate the often encountered
circumstance of manv workers on foot and heavv eauibment concentrated within a verv limited










