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The Honorable Helen Delich Bentley
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mrs. Bentley:

Thank you for your letter on behalf of your constituents regarding the
proposed regulations governing the certification of respirators.

The current regulations under which the Mine Health and Safety
Administration and the National Institute for Occupational Safety and
Health test and certify respirators (30 CFR Part 11) were originally
promulgated in 1972. During the last several years, there has been a
growing consensus among the respirator manufacturers and user community
that these requirements need revision to reflect the technical advances
{n the field and the increased knowledge regarding envirommental factors
in the workplace. Some of the steps taken to develop the proposed rule
are outlined in the enclosed preamble (52 FR 32402).

We are, of course, anxious to receive comments on both the technical and
policy elements of this proposed rule. Toward that end, in October we
announced two public hearings (52 FR 37639). The first took place in San
Francisco on January 20, 1988, and the second was January 27-28, 1988, in
Washington, D.C. Enclosed is a copy of the opening statement from those
hearings which clarifies many of the misunderstandings of this
regulation. We have also extended the comment period until March 28,
1988 (53 FR 5595).

We look forward to hearing from all parties concerned, and I assure you
that all comments received will be placed into the record and will be
carefully considered in any final rulemaking decisiom.

N~ \
Sincerely you‘l;a-,f;

I

i AN ! .,-'."-' - \%’V“"‘/‘!
7/ Donaid Millar, MiD.
sistant Surgeon General
Director

Enclosure
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Morgantown, West Virginia 26505

Dear Mr. Moran:

I have taken the liberty of sending to your attention copies of
letters received in my Washington office concerning the revision of
tests and requirements for certification of permissibility of
respiratory protective devices used in mining.

These letters are being submitted for your review during the
public hearing comment period. I request that you and your staff
carefully examine the full implications of the comments. Your full
consideration of this matter is respectfully requested.

Thank you for your prompt attention. If I may be of assistance
to you, please feel free to call.

Sincerely,

Uz/',g.« ot //"—“,L "

Helen Delich Bg;tley
Member of Congress



Steven P. Wicelinski, Ph.D.
29 Cherry Manor Court
Reisterstown, MD 21136

January 29, 1988

House of Representatives
House Q0ffice Building
Washington, DC 20515

Attention: Representative Helen Bentley
Dear Representative Bentley:

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety (NIOSH) currently
certifies respirators for use in general industry, mining, and construction. On
August 27, 1987, NIOSH proposed (42 CFR 84. Federal Register) regulations which
will have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The Industrial Safety Equipment Association, of which Mine Safety Appliances
Company of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is a part, feels strongly that this proposal
must be withdrawn.

The proposal provides no protocol, nor specific requirements, so it is impossible
for us to exercise our right to comment on it in a meaningful way. This denies
us due process,

While our industry recognizes the value of regulation and, by and large, has little
problem with the concept of workplace testing, the fact of the matter is that the
technology is not available to conform to the proposed change. This is not the
way to improve a process; it will, in fact, destroy a process which works but
needs tuning.

Even though 90 percent of the respirators in use today are used for non-mining
(industrial and construction) purposes, the proposal requires that we test all
respirators under mining conditions thereby ignoring the safety interest of the
majority of workers who use respirators.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to $700,000,000 which will
threaten the very viability of the industry as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of MSA trust that we can count on your support
in this matter of critical interest to Pennsylvania labor and industry.

We urge you to immediately contact Health and Human Services Secretary Dr. Otis
Bowen to request that the proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Thanks for your assistance on this matter.
Singerely,

Steven P, Wicelinski, Ph.D.



Young Choi
921 Beaverbank Circle
Towson, MD 21204

February 2, 1988

House of Representatives
House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Attention: Representative Helen Bentley
Dear Representative Bentley:

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety (NIOSH) currently
certifies respirators for use in general industry, mining, and construction. On
August 27, 1987, NIOSH proposed (42 CFR 84. Federal Register) regulations which
Wwill have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The Industrial Safety Equipment Association, of which Mine Safety Appliances
Company of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is a part, feels strongly that this proposal
must be withdrawn.

The proposal provides no protocol, nor specific requirements, so it is impossible
for us to exercise our right to comment on it in a meaningful way. This denies
us due process,

While our industry recognizes the value of regulation and, by and large, has little
problem with the concept of workplace testing, the fact of the matter is that the
technology is not available to conform to the proposed change. This is not the
way to improve a process; it will, in fact, destroy a process which works but
needs tuning.

Even though 90 percent of the respirators in use today are used for non-mining
(industrial and construction) purposes, the proposal reguires that we test all
respirators under mining conditions thereby ignoring the safety interest of the
majority of workers who use respirators,

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to $700,000,000 which will
threaten the very viability of the industry as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of MSA trust that we can count on your support
in this matter of critical interest to Pennsylvania labor and industry.

We urge you to immediately contact Health and Human Services Secretary Dr. Otis
Bowen to request that the proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Thanks for your assistance on this matter.

Young Choi



Franklyn G. Greene
112 Glyndon Drive
Reisterstown, MD 21136

January 27, 1988

House of Representatives
House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Attention: Representative Helen Bentley
Dear Representative Bentley:

The National Institute for Occupational Health and Safety (NIOSH) currently
certifies respirators for use in general industry, mining, and construction. On
August 27, 1987, NIOSH proposed (42 CFR 84, Federal Register) regulations which
will have a disastrous impact on worker safety and on our industry.

The Industrial Safety Equipment Association, of which Mine Safety Appliances
Company of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is a part, feels strongly that this proposal
must be withdrawn.

The proposal provides no protocol, nor specific requirements, so it is impossible
for us to exercise our right to comment on it in a meaningful way. This denies
us due process.

While our industry recognizes the value of regulation and, by and large, has little
problem with the concept of workplace testing, the fact of the matter is that the
technology is not available to conform to the proposed change. This is not the
way to improve a process; it will, in fact, destroy a process which works but
needs tuning.

Even though 90 percent of the respirators in use today are used for non-mining
(industrial and construction) purposes, the proposal requires that we test all

respirators under mining conditions thereby ignoring the safety interest of the
majority of workers who use respirators,.

Finally, the proposed changes will cost our industry up to $700,000,000 which will
threaten the very viability of the industry as well as worker safety.

The management and employees of MSA trust that we can count on your support
in this matter of critical interest to Pennsylvania labor and industry.

We urge you to immediately contact Health and Human Services Secretary Dr., Otis
Bowen to request that the proposed ruling be withdrawn.

Thanks for your assistance on this matter. J \/
Pd ,z
Sincerely, |

Q- e

Franklyn G. Greene



5 Ravens Nest Court
Glen Arm, Maryland 21057
February 4, 1988

House of Representatives
House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Attention: Representative Helen Bentley
Dear Representative Bentley:

I am an employee of the Catalyst Research Division of Mine Safety
Appliances Company (MSA) in Baltimore County. I am writing to
request your help in repealing proposed regulations (42CFR84)
which were issued for comment on August 27, 1987, by the National
Institute of Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH).

My employer, MSA, is the world's leading manufacturer of
respiratory protective equipment. MSA believes these proposed
regulations to be ill-conceived. They will result in increased
risk to workers and will damage the competitive posture of US
manufacturers. Specific problems with these proposed regulations
are as follows:

1. 42CFR84 will result in bulkier and less comfortable
respirators. As a result, workers will resist wearing
this protective equipment. This may lead to an
increased incidence of workplace injuries.

. 42CFR84 requires certification testing in mines.
However, 90% of respirator users do not work in mining
environments. Consequently, most respirators will be
certified in occupational environments alien to their
intended workplaces. Such a practice could place the
majority of workers using respirators at risk.

3. 42CFR84 will cost our industry $700 million to
implement. This cost will have to be passed down to
our customers. This will increase the cost of many
domestic products.

From a personal viewpoint, I worry that anything resulting in
higher costs may jeopardize my job. Please lend your support in
fighting these regulations. I need my job, US workers need cost
effect protective equipment, and coods pr~duced in the US must
remain competitive with products produced in other countries,

Sincerely, (gléz;ZL,
e\

Thank you for your help.












































































