FEB 1 8 1988

The Honorable Jesse Helms
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Helms:

Thank you for your inquiry of Jamuary 14 on behalf of Mr. Lincoln Bailey

regarding the proposed regulations governimg the certification of
respirateors.

The curremnt regulations under which the Mine Health and Safety
Administration and the Natiomal Imstitute for Occupatiomal Safety and
Health test and certify respirators (30 CFR Part 11) were oxiginally
promulgated im 1972. Durimg the last several years, there has been a
growing consensus smong the respirator manufacturers and user community
that these requirements meed revision to reflect the technical advances in
the field and the imcreased kmowledge regardimg envirommenmtal factors in
the workplace. Some of the steps taken to develop the proposed rule are
outlined in the enclosed preamble (52 FR 32402).

We are, of course, amxious to receive comments on both the technical and
policy elements of this proposed rule. Toward that end, in October we

extended our original comment period and announced
(52 ¥R 37639). The first took place in San Francisce on Jamuary 20, 1988,
and the second was Jamuary 2728, 1988, in Washington, D

copy of the opening statement from those hearings which clarifies many of
the misunderstandings of this regula
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We look forward to hearing from all parties comcerned, and I assure you
that all comments received will be pl
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0. Mason, M.D., Dr.P.H.
Assistant Surgeon Gemeral
Director
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Prepared by Larry Sparks, 3061
Contact Diane Porter, 3061
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4102 Dirksen Office Buiding

Woashington, D.C. 20510
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WVlnited Diates Denale

January 14, 1988

Respectfully referred to:

Health and Human Services
Office of Congressional Affairs

Because of the desire of this office to be
responsive to all inquiries and communications,
your consideration of the attached is
requested. Your findings and views, in
duplicate form, along with return of the
enclosure, will be appreciated by
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" The National Institute for Occupatio e
- certifies respirators for use in general industry, mining and coﬁ?ﬁﬁ&i@ﬁ&%%ﬁ#~

~ On August 27, 1987, NIOSH rosostd (42 CFR 8
. which will have a disastrous mpa

~ The Industrial Sﬁf?ty“,Equipmeﬁ?%{hggaé}aiiﬁn{°'of‘.ﬁhféh'hgéotfr'A¥?3f¥5n of
. withdrawn,

~1s that the technology is not available to conform to the proposed change.
~which works but needs tunjng.

support in this matter of critical interest to North Carolina Tlabor and
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onal Health and Safety (NIOSH)

ulations
on worker safety and on our industry, ==

Monroe, North Carolina s a part, feels strongly that this proposal must be

The proposal provides no protocol, nor specific test_requirements,‘sofﬁt.is =
impossible for us to exercise our right to comment on it in a meaningful way.
This denies us due process. : AT e . w AR TR g it X

While our industry recognizes the value of Eegu]ation'and, by and lé}aé;ﬁhaS'i'lﬁv'

little problem with the concept of workplace testing, the fact of the matter ,‘f;is

This is not the way to improve a process; ft will, 1in fact._destroy.?ﬁpﬁgqess' by

(industrial and construction) purposes, the proposal requires that we test al
respirators under mining conditions thereby ignoring the safety interest of

Even though'90 percentrof the feﬁpiratoré'ih'use todaytare used for non-hfﬂih .'-'“1.'|
|
the majority of workers who use respirators.

Finally, the proposed éhanges will cost our industry up to $700,000,000° which
will threaten the very viability of the industry as well as worker safety, & il

The management and employees of Scott Aviat%on trust that we can éount'bh your

We' urge you to ﬂmrediate']y contact Health and Human Services Secretary
Dr. Otis Bowen to request that the pfroposed ruling be withdrawn.

Enclosed is a fact sheeﬁ which outlines the proposal, our objections- and
recommendations. r
















