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The Honorable Fred Upton
House of Representatives
Washingtom, D.C. 20513

Dear Mr. Upton:

Thank you for your letters of December 11 to Mr, William Maroni and
Mr. John Moran on behalf of Mr. William Moon regarding the proposed
regulations governing the certification of respirators. Please excuse
the delay in responding.

The current regulations under which the Mine Health and Safety
Administration and the Natiomal Imstitute for Occupational Safety and
Health test and certify respirators (30 CFR Part 11) were originally
promulgated in 1972. During the last several years, there has been a
growing conmsensus among the respirator manufacturers and user community
that these requirements need revision to reflect the technical advances
in the field and the imcreased knowledge regarding emvirommental factors
in the workplace, Some of the steps taken to develop the proposed rule
are outlined in the enclosed preamble (52 FR 32402).

We are, of course, anxious to receive comments on both the technical and
policy elements of this proposed rule. Toward that end, in October we
extended our original comment period and announced two publie hearings
(52 PR 37639). The first took place in San Prancisco on January 20,
1988, and the second is scheduled for Jamuary 27-28, 1988, in Washington,
D.C. We look forward to hearing from all parties comcerned, and I assure
you that all comments received will be placed into the record and will be
carefully considered in any final rulemaking decision.

\
Th'
i« Donald ll:l.lht, +Ds

{stant Surgeon General
Director
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January 11, 1988

Mr. John B. Moran

Director

Division of Safety Research
NIOSH

944 Chestnut Ridge Rd.
Morgantown, WV 26505

Dear Mr. Moran,

The enclosed is of concern to one of my constituents, Mr.
William Moon, President of Pro-Tech Respirators in Buchanan,
Michigan. I would appreciate it if you would read his letter
carefully and respond to his concerns. I would also appreciate
it if you would address your response to my Washington office and
I will forward your comments to Mr. Moon.

If I can provide any further information in this matter,
please contact Henry Plaster of my staff at (202)225-3761.

Very truly yourg,

F Upton
Mémber of Congress

FSU:hh
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December, 20. 1987

The Honorable Fred Upton
1607 Longworth
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Fred:

P . : . -
The National Institute for.Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) has
proposed a new standard for respirator certification, 42 CFR Part 84.
This standard, should it become accepted in its proposed form, would
have a profound negative impact on both end users and the respirator
incdustry. This letter contains a brief summary of some of the changes
which would occur if the proposal becomes law.

Under this proposal, few respirators currently available today, either
maintenance-free or reusable, could pass the certification test re-
quirements of the proposed new standard. Pro-Tech Respirators of
Buchanan and Scott Aviation of South Haven manufacture such respirators.

Given state-of-the-art carbon and filtration technologies, product
revisions required to meet the proposed standard would make these
products so onerous to wear--bulky, hot, heavy, hard to breathe through,
and generally uncomfortable, that workers would most likely refuse to
wear them. (See enclosed artist's rendition.) Respirators offered by
other safety manufacturers would be similarly affected.

Additional major problems in 42 CFR Part 84 include:

1. The workplace tests required for respirator certification may not be
technically possible to conduct. Further, the co=sts associated with
such workplace studies would add hundreds of thousands of dollars to
development costs and end user COSTS for respirators.

2. Protocol and details concerning much of the workplace testing re-
quirements are not included in the proposed standard, making timely
comment on technical and eccnomic feasibility issues impossible.

3. The workplace tests required for respirator certification must be
conducted in mines, rather than in the general industrial workplace.
This requirement is not only totally impractical, it avoids testing
respirators in the industrial environment in which they are used.

Attached is an ISEA summary of the more abusive sections of the proposed
standard. It outlines requirements on specific issues of the proposa%. I
invite you to review it and consider the impact this proposed regulation
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will have on the workers who wear and depend on respiratory protection
devices.

At the time of sending this letter, the public comment pericd is open
for written statements from now until December 28, 1987. Public comments
are to be sent to:

Director

Division of Safety Research
NIOSH

Q44 Chestnut Ridge Road
Morgantown, WV 26505

Other interested agencies are OSHA, OMB and EPA. If you can help us to
persuade NIOSH to modify the proposed standard it will be very much
appreciated.

Sincerely, = -

.
] e
- / S
2

illiam F. Moon
President

Enclosures: 1. ISEA Request for Recall of Proposed 42 CFR Part 84.
5. ISEA Summary of key issues of proposed 42 CFR Part 8U4.
3. Gas & Vapor Respirators as required by NIOSH under
proposed 42 CFR Part 8u-artist's rendition.
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September 21, 1987

Federal Express

Mr. John Moran
Director, Division of Safety Research
National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health
944 Chestnut Ridge Road
Morgantgown, West Virginia 26505
T Re: Regquest for Recall of
Provosed 42 C.F.R. Part 84

Dear Mr. Moran:

On behalf of the members of the Respiratory Protection
Group of*ﬁhe Industrial Safety Equipment Association, Inc.
("ISEA")—/ we hereby request the recall of 42 C.F.R. Part 84 as
proposed on August 27, 1987 (52 Fed. Reg. 32402) for the
following reasons:

= The members of ISEA's Respiratory Protection Group are:
Airolife Safety Inc.

American Optical Corporation

Biosystems, Inc.

E. D. Bullard Company

Glendale Protective Technologies, Inc.

Mine Safety Appliances Company

Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Co., Ines (3M)
Moldex-Metric, Inc.

National Draeger, Inc.

Parmelee Industries

Pro-Tech Respirators, Inc.

Racal Airstream

Scott aviation

Sellstrom Manufacturing Comdany

Siebe North, Inc.

Survivair - U.S. Divers Company

WGM/ Willson Safety Products




































