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[IY WA'IE 1S EDWARD MCCORMACK, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE INTERNATIONA!
SOCIETY OF FIRC SERVICE INSTRUCTORS. I HAVE DISN ACTIVE TN A NUMRER 0F
STATE, REGIONAL, AND NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND PROGRAMS DEALING WITH
VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE FIRE SERVICE FOR OVER 20 YEARS. MOST RECENTLY,
['VE RETIRED AS CHIEF OF FIRE TRAINING FOR MASSACHUSETTS. 1 WOULD LIKE
TO TAKE THIS TIHE 70 GIVE SOME BACKGROUND ON THE SOCIETY AND TO PRESENT
FURTHER ARGU¥T!'TS =0R THE RE-EXAMINATION OF PRESENT PROTECTIVE BREATHING
DEVICE STANDAYS

THE Ti{7C SOCIETY OF SINE SERVICE INSTRUCTORS WAS ORGANTZED TH
1960 AS © < [DING MM XCHANGE OF TTEAS AMONG STATE FIRE
SERVICE "RATNING DIRECTORS, A FOR THE NEXT FSW VEARS THE SOC
RfTﬁ'TT“ SV T QTARI £ “MRERQHTR

IN 1967 THE SOCIETY WAS RROADSNED TO INCLUDE ALL FULLTIME STATE AND

=
MUNICTPAL INSTRUCTCRS ANT WTTH THAT CHANGE THE MEMBERSHIP REALLY TOOK
OFF. IT HAS BEEN GROWING STEADRI'Y EVER SINCE,
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STATE TRAINING PROGRAMS, VOUNTEER AND FEDERAL AGENCIES, SPECIAL INTEREST

SECTIONS COFFER {NTQUE CPPORTUNTTIES FOR THESE MEMBERS TO SHARE INFORMATION
OR MATERIALS, IDEAS AND 2ROBLEMS, THUS, IT‘S EASY TO DOCUMENT THE TYPE

OF INFORMATION BEING RZQUESTED AT THESE HEARINGS. GEOGRAPHICAL REPRE-
SENTATION IS LIKEWISE E£ASY BECAUSE OF OUR 27 AFFILIATE CHAPTERS, THROUGH

WHICH WE REACH OVERX 4,000 ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTORS.
WHILE THE MEMBERSHTP, AND THE SOCIETY, HAS CHANGED OVER THE YEARS, THE
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GOALS HAVL NOT. WE ARE JUST AS DEDICATED TODAY, IF NOT MORE, AS THAT
SMALL GROUP WAS IN 1960, TO THE IDEALS OF A BETTER, SAFER, MORE EFFECTIVE
FIRE SERVICE THROUGH IMPROVED TRAINING.

THROUGH CONSTANT COMMUNICATIONS WITH OUR MEMBERS, WE ARE ABLE TO INTRODUCE
THE NEWEST, MOST INNOVATIVE TEACHING METHODS AND TRAINING PROCEDURES. WE
ARE CONSTANTLY RECZIVING NEW IDEAS WHICH ARE SHARED WITH THE ENTIRE
MEMBERSHIP THROUGH OUR NEWSLETTERS, CONFERENCES, MEETINGS, AND SEMINARS.
WE FEEL EXTREMELY FORTUNATE TO BE ABLE TO COUNT AMONG OUR MEMBERS SOME OF
THE MOST KNOWLEDGEABLE, DEDICATED PEOPLE IN THE FIELD OF FIRE SERVICE
TRAINING.

THOSE OF US CONCERNED WITH THE NEEDS OF THE FIRE SERVICE INSTRUCTOR ARE
FQUALLY CONCE=RNeD WITH THE APPARENT LACK OF KNOWLEDGE OF THE FIREFIGHTERS
JOB, AS IMPt 7™ 3V THE STANDARDS NOW IN USE.

ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS TO REMEMBER WHEN CONSIDERING CRITERIA
FOR THE PROTECTIVE BREATHING DEVICE, IS THAT TODAY, MORE THAN EVER
BEFORE, THE DEVICE IS AN INTEGRAL TOOL OF THE JOB, JUST AS IMPORTANT AS
A LADDER, HOSE, OR NOZZLE. IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT THE INSTRUCTOR CONVEY
TO THE STUDENT THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CONSTANT AND CORRECT USE OF THE
DEVICE TN TODAYS' HAZARDOUS ENVIRONMENT.

25 TS WHY, AT TRAINING CENF-RS AND DEPARTMENTS ACROSS THE COUNTRY,
PROTECTIVE BREATHING DEVICES ARE PUT THROUGH SUCH STRENUOUS AND CONSTANT
USL. THE TRAINING EXPERIENCE OFTEN INVOLVES SIMULATING ACTUAL FIREGROUND
SITUATIONS, WHILE THE ATMOSPHERE MAY BE CONTROLLED, AS OPPOSED TO AN
ACTUAL FIREGROUND EXPERIENCE, THE FIRE IS JUST AS HOT, THE SMOKE IS JUST
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AS THICK, AND THE DANGER INVOLVED WHEN A BREATHING DEVICE FAILS IS JUST
AS SERIOUS. MORE SERIOUS, AS A MATTER OF FACT. REMEMBER, IN A TRAINING
SITUATION, THE WEARER IS PROBABLY GOING TO BE A RECRUIT. HE'S GOING TO
BE NERVOUS, CONFUSED, AND PERHAPS BE GIVING SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO
WHETHER OR NOT THIS IS WHAT HE REALLY WANTS TO DO FOR A LIVING., THE
FAILURE OF A PROTECTIVE BREATHING DEVICE TO FUNCTION PROPERLY ON THE
TRAINING FIELD WILL DO MUCH TO PERPETUATE THE MYTH OF USING THE DEVICE
ONLY WHEN YOU ABSOLUTELY HAVE TO,

PROTECTIVE BREATHING APPARATUS SHOULD BE USED IN EVERY FIRE SITUATION

UNTIL DETERMINATION IS MADE THAT THEY ARE NOT NECESSARY, WE ARE HARD-
PUT TO CONVINCE ANYOWE OF THIS WHEN THE EQUIPMENT FAILS TO BE RELIABLE
EVEN ON THE TRAINING FIELD,

ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT THINGS THAT ANY INSTRUCTOR WILL EVER BE ABLE
TO CONVEY TO HIS STUDENTS IS THE SENSE OF TRUST THAT CAN ONLY COME WITH
THE REPEATED USE OF IS GEAR AND ITS REPEATED RELIABILITY, SEVERAL
ASPECTS OF CURRENT PROTECTIVE BREATHING DEVICES MAKE THEIR USE DIFFICULT
Il THE FIRE GROUND SITUATION. IN AN ALREADY STRENUOUS AND EXHAUSTING
CIRCUMSTANCE, THE FIREFIGHTER MUST NOW HEAVE THIRTY TO FORTY ADDITIONAL
POUNDS ON HIS BACK IN ORDER TO BREATH. IN WHAT MAY BE, AND OFTENTIMES
IS, A LIFE OR DEATH SITUATION, THE BULKINESS OF THE GEAR WILL SEVERELY
LIMIT THE FIREFIGHTERS ABILITY TO GET TO THE SOURCE OF FIRE OR HIS
ESCAPE ROUTE BY ADDING SEVERAL INCHES TO HIS SIZE.

HOW CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING.....

1.) ALASKA HAS EXPERIENCED SEVERE PROBLEMS WITH THE REGULATORS AND

-3-




EXHAUST VALVES FREEZING DUE TO CONDENSATION BUILDUPS.

2.) AGAIN IN ALASKA, IN THE SOUTHEAST MARITIME AREA WHERE IT‘S OFTEN
NECESSARY TO BOARD FIRE BOATS, THE SALT WATER IS RAISING HELL BY CORRODING
THE REGULATORS. THE DEVICES ARE SPENDING MORE TIME AT THE MANUFACTURERS
THAN IN USE,

3.) IMANY DEPARTMENTS AND TRAINING FACILITIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY ARE
EXPERTENCING EXTREME PRESSURE BUILDUPS (MSA 401) CAUSING THE FORCEFUL
EJECTION OF THE DIAPHRAGM COVER, THE AIR HOSE, OR [N SOME CASES, AN
UNCOMFORTABLE ARD DANGEROUS BUILDUP OF PRESSURE IN THE FACEPIECE.

CONCERN TS BEING GIVEN TO NOT ONLY THE EVENTUAL FAILURE OF THE DEVICES
UNDER THIS SITUATION, BUT ALSO THE POTENTIAL DANGER TO EYES FROM EXCESSIVE
PRESSURE,

4.) MINNESOTA, IN FEBRUARY OF THIS YEAR, LOST TWO MEN WHO HAD BEEN
TRAPPED IN A BASEMEWT. THEIR WARNING BELLS WERE PERHAPS LOUD ENOUGH TO
WARN THEM THAT THEIR AIR SUPPLY WAS LOW....THEY WEREN'T LOUD ENOUGH TO
LET ANYONE FIND THEM UNTIL IT WAS TOO LATE.

5.) TN HOLLY HILL, FLORIDA -AUGUST 1975 - A SCOTT FACEPIECE WAS DEFORMED
S0 BADLY BY HEAT EXPOSURE THAT THE RUBBER SEAL GAVE WAY,

6.) IN SARASOTA, FLORIDA -JAN. 1976- THE SARASOTA FIRE DEPARTMENT ANSWERED
AN ALARM AT A MARINA. THWO FIREFIGHTERS WEARING PROTECTIVE BREATHING
DEVICES WERE BURWED BY THE METAL HARNESS BUCKLES WHEN THE HARNESSES WERE
SOFTENED BY HEAT,

/.) IN ALASKA, AND T THINK IT‘'S SAFE TO ASSUME IN OTHER COLD WEATHER




CLIMATES, FIREFIGHTERS HAVE FOUND IT DIFFICULT, IT NOT IMPOSSIBLE, TO
EVEN PUT ON  BREATHING APPARATUS BECAUSE THE HARNESS ASSEMBLY DOES NOT
HAVE ENOUGH LEEWAY TO FIT OVER COLD WEATHER GEAR.

o.) FROBLEMS WERE ENCOUNTERED WITH THE MSA 401 WHICH WERE ORIGINALLY
JESIGNED WITHOUT PRESSURE RELEASE DEVICES. THERE WERE SEVERAL FIELD
ACCIDENTS IN WHICH HANDS WERE BADLY LACERATED BY THE DIAPHRAGM PLATES
BEING BLOWN OFF,

9.) AT AN ILLINOIS FIRE DEPARTMENT, DURING A TRAINING BURN, TWO MEWN
LQUIPED WITH SCOTT AVIATION 4.5's WERE ABOUT TO ENTER THE SECOND FLOOR
UVER AN INTERIOR STAIRWELL TO CHECK FOR FIRE EXTENS]ON FROM A TWO ROOM
TRAINING BURN ON THE FIRST FLOOR......

"AS THE LEAD MAN GOT ABOUT HALF-WAY UP THE STAIRS THE HOSE FROM THE
REGULATOR TO THE FACEPIECE PULLED OUT OF THE REGULATOR.,  THIS ALLOWED A
STEADY ESCAPE OF AIR FROM THE REGULATOR AND HIS MASK FILLED WITH SMOKE.
THESE PROCEDURES CALL FOR A BACK-UP TEAM AT ALL TRAINING FIRES AND THIS
HAN WAS QUICKLY TAKEN TO A WINDOW AND REMOVED TO THE OUTSIDE AFTER A
CONSIDERABLE INHALATION OF SMOKE,"

[F YOU ADD TO THESE FEW EXAMPLES, THE PROTECTIVE BREATHING DEVICES'
TWHERUHT PROBLEMS OF WCISHT AND BULK, A DEVICE THAT SHOULD BE CONSIDERED
A FTRTEIGHTERS LIFT! 'W™ BZCOMES, AT BEST, A FINAL ALTERNATIVE. ALL THE
IOURS OF TRAINING AND PRACTICE CAN BE LOST WHEN THE THEORETICAL "LIFE
SUPFORT SYSTEM" PRCVES TO BE LESS THAN RELIABLE IN ACTUAL PRACTICE,

UNE OF OUR MEMBERS, JOSEPH MCDONAGH OF THE MARYLAND FIRE AND RESCUE
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