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1. 80% Rule: A principle used to determine which location label to select when different 

types of service are provided on a single unit. A location label selected for a given unit 

should describe the service provided to the majority (~80%) of residents housed there in 

the previous year.  See CDC Location for additional details. 

2. CCN: CMS Certification Number (CCN). Also known as Medicare Provider Number.  

3. CDC Location: A CDC-defined designation given to a resident care area housing 

residents who have similar disease conditions or who are receiving care for similar 

medical specialties. Each facility location that is monitored is “mapped” to one CDC 

Location. The specific CDC Location label is determined by the type of resident cared for 

in that area according to the 80% Rule. That is, if 80% of residents are of a certain type 

(e.g., individuals requiring restorative care following recent hospitalization) then that area 

is designated as that type of location (in this case, a LTCF Skilled Nursing/Short Term 

Rehabilitation unit). 

4. Facility Enrollment: Facilities that are currently not participating in NHSN and wish to 

participate must enroll their facility in NHSN. 

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/enrollment/index.html 

5. Long-term Care Facility (LTCF): Facilities providing a spectrum of medical and non-

medical supports and services to frail or older adults unable to reside independently in the 

community.  The following LTCFs are able to use NHSN for surveillance: nursing homes 

(NH) and skilled nursing facilities (SNF), intermediate/chronic care facilities for the 

developmentally disabled, and assisted living facilities and residential care facilities. 

6. MRP: Monthly reporting plan. The Monthly Reporting Plan informs the NHSN which 

modules and events a facility will be tracking for the month. A facility must have an 

active MRP for each month in which the facility plans to submit surveillance data into the 

NHSN.  

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/enrollment/index.html
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7. NHSN Facility: Any healthcare facility enrolled and eligible to participate in NHSN 

reporting. NHSN facility users have the ability to access their submitted data in real-time 

through analysis reports. These data can be shared with clinicians and facility leadership 

to inform infection prevention program activities.    

8. NHSN Facility Administrator: A specific individual identified by a healthcare facility 

as the person who will be managing the facility within the NHSN application. This 

person serves as the primary point of contact for NHSN communication to the facility, 

and is responsible for NHSN facility enrollment and set-up and adding and inactivating 

users. The NHSN facility administrator is often the person who oversees infection 

prevention program activities and does not have to be the organization’s facility 

administrator or part of the executive leadership. Only one person in the facility will be 

designated as the NHSN Facility administrator within the application, however, the 

facility should train a second person as an alternate and assign this person as an “NHSN 

user with administrative rights”. NOTE: The NHSN facility administrator will be the 

only contact person for the facility until the facility is fully enrolled and has identified 

additional NHSN users. 

9. Org ID: Organization ID.  The unique identification number created by NHSN, which is 

assigned to a facility at the time of enrollment.  

10. Rules of Behavior: A set of standards which define the security policies used to 

safeguard NHSN data by public health and participating facilities. An individual serving 

as the NHSN Administrator and enrolling a new facility must read and agree to the 

NHSN Rules of Behavior   (http://nhsn.cdc.gov/RegistrationForm) as the first step in the 

Enrollment process.  

 

http://nhsn.cdc.gov/RegistrationForm
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11. SAMS: Secure Access Management Services. SAMS provides secure online access to 

and exchange of information between CDC and healthcare facilities and public health 

partners. U.S. law requires federal government agencies like CDC to perform an identity 

check on each person before granting access to non-public information. Since the data in 

the NHSN application is confidential and non-public, the SAMS enrollment process 

requires users to submit documents to verify personal identity. This important process 

helps to protect you, as well as the individuals represented by data submitted into NHSN 

as part of event reporting.  

12. SAMS Grid Card: A grid card issued through Secure Access Management Services 

(SAMS) that adds a layer of security when users access NHSN through a web-based 

portal to submit data to CDC. Users will receive a SAMS grid card after successfully 

registering through SAMS.   
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