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Rate Table – Locations 

Description 
Rate tables display a facility’s calculated rate of antimicrobial use.  Output options include facility-wide 
(FACWIDEIN) rates of use or rates of use by location.  Rates can be calculated by drug category and class, for 
specific drugs within separate classes (modified Selected Drugs option), or for individual drugs (modified 
Selected Drugs option).  

 
Example (Using: Rate Table - Selected Drugs – by Location – All Months) 
You would like to create a rate table for Ceftriaxone use reported in 2014 for the adult medical/surgical ward 
location (5GNorth).  You would like to see separate Ceftriaxone rates for each month in 2014.  

 

Modification Page  
 

 

Top Section of Modification Page: 
 In the top section of the modification page, you can 

modify the name and title of the rate table. Note: If 

you wish to save your modifications as a template for 

future reports, you will be required to change the 

output name. 

Tip: For more descriptive variable labels on your rate table, 

check the box to “Use Variable Labels” (recommended).  

 

Middle Section of Modification Page: 
 In the middle sections of the page, you can filter 

output by time period or other criteria (e.g., limit to a 

single location type). 

 In this example, we have limited our rates to only 

include 2014 (summaryYr = 2014) Ceftriaxone use 

(drugIngredientDesc=CEFTRX) from a single location 

(location = 5GNORTH). 

o Tip: For Other Selection Criteria, select 

‘drugIngredientDesc’’ from the drop-down menu. 

Click in the empty cell below the variable and use 

the “in” operator to specify more than one drug.   

 For additional details about how to use this section, 

please see the additional resources listed on page 2. 

 
Bottom Section of Modification Page: 
 The “Group by” option found at the bottom of the 

page allows you to view your rates by month, 
quarter, half-year, or year (e.g., one rate per month).  
SummaryYM is used in this example to show monthly 
Ceftriaxone usage rates. 

 Leave this option blank in order to obtain a 
cumulative rate for the time period you have 
specified above.  

 



 

 

Output/Results and Interpretation 
Different rate tables for each location are automatically displayed. Location specific rate tables will be shown 
using the location specific days present counts for the denominator.  Below is an example of a rate table for 
2014 Ceftriaxone use, displayed by month for the medical/surgical ward 5GNORTH (the result of modifications 
made on page 1 of this document).  
 

 
 

1. During 2014, the medical/surgical ward (5GNorth) reported twelve months of Ceftriaxone use data. In 
January (2014M01), this location reported 20 Ceftriaxone antimicrobial days and a total of 1150 days 
present. 

a. Dividing 20 (numerator) by 1150 (denominator) and multiplying by 1000 gives this location a 
Ceftriaxone Antimicrobial Utilization rate of 17.39 per 1000 days present for January 2014. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Additional Resources:  
Introduction to NHSN Analysis: http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/PDFs/training/intro-AnalysisBasics-PSC.pdf  
How to Export Data from NHSN: http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/ps-analysis-resources/exportdata.pdf  
AUR Protocol: http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/pscmanual/11pscaurcurrent.pdf   
Surveillance for Antimicrobial Use Option: http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/acute-care-hospital/aur/ 
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