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1 ICD-10-PCS and CPT 
Where are the most current ICD-10-

PCS and CPT procedure codes found? 

The most current list of procedure codes are found on the NHSN Surveillance for 

Surgical Site Infection (SSI) Events webpage in the “Supporting Materials” 

section of both Acute Care Facilities and Ambulatory Surgery Centers. 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/acute-care-hospital/ssi/index.html 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ambulatory-surgery/ssi/index.html 

2 ICD-10-PCS and CPT 
Are ICD-10-PCS or CPT procedure 

codes required to enter SSI events into 

NHSN? 

The use of an ICD-10-PCS or CPT procedure code is optional when entering 

SSI events into the NHSN application.   

 

An ICD-10-PCS or CPT procedure code may be entered instead of (or in 

addition to) the NHSN Procedure Code name: 

 If the ICD-10-PCS or CPT code is entered first, the NHSN Procedure 

Code name (e.g., COLO) will be auto-filled by the application.  

 If the NHSN Procedure Code name is entered first, the user will need to 

manually enter the correct ICD-10-PCS or CPT code.   

 If there is a mismatch between the NHSN Procedure Code name and the 

ICD-10-PCS or CPT code, the application will produce an error 

message. 

3 
ICD-10-PCS and CPT 

Transition 

Where is additional information found 

for NHSN procedure codes?  

See Hot Topics-Quick Learn titled “ ICD-10-PCS and CPT Transition” 

located under Training on the SSI webpage  

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/acute-care-hospital/ssi/index.html 

 

4 HYST 

There are only 2 codes for abdominal 

hysterectomy procedures, is this 

correct?  Are these the only codes that 

should be used for reporting HYST in 

NHSN? 

Yes, at this time the current HYST list of codes only contains two ICD-10-PCS 

codes.  

http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/acute-care-hospital/ssi/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ambulatory-surgery/ssi/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/acute-care-hospital/ssi/index.html


Frequently Asked Questions: Surgical Site Procedure Codes 

 
 

2016 Page 2 of 3  

  Topic Question Response 

5 HPRO & KPRO 
Can a single HPRO or KPRO procedure 

be coded by ICD-10 code as both 

HEMI (partial) and TOT (total)? 

YES, a single HPRO or KPRO procedure may include codes from both the Total 

and Hemi designations.  For NHSN reporting purposes, if an HPRO or 

KPRO is coded as both a HEMI (partial) and TOT (total) the procedure 

should be reported to NHSN as TOT (total). 

6 HPRO & KPRO Details 
How is the HPRO/KPRO guidance 

document used? 

The logic for using the HPRO/KPRO guidance is: 

1. Identify the NHSN HPRO/KPRO code used in the case 

2. Look for an accompanying removal code 

3. If removal code is present the case = revision; if no removal code, the 

case = primary 

NOTE:  The removal and replacement code must be from the same trip to the 

operating room.  This means a removal procedure with the associated code 

occurring on one day and a replacement procedure with the associated code 

occurring on another day is NOT a revision procedure.   

 

 

7 
HPRO & KPRO 

Revision 

Why do some of the KPRO and HPRO 

revision procedures require two codes? 

ICD-10-PCS codes are assigned based on the intent of the procedure.   

 If the intent of the procedure is to adjust a joint device the procedure is 

considered a revision - “correcting, to the extent possible, a 

malfunctioning or displaced device”. 
 If the intent of the procedure is to remove and replace a device the 

procedure is considered a removal - “taking out or off a device from a 

body part” and replacement – “putting in or on biological or synthetic 

material that physically takes the place of all or a portion of a body 

part”.  A procedure to remove and replace a joint device is represented 

by two different ICD-10-PCS codes (a two code combination - one 

code assigned to the removal of the old device and one code assigned to 

the replacement of a new device).  The code assigned for removal if 

found alone does not represent a true joint replacement procedure and 

would not be considered an NHSN HPRO or KPRO operative 

procedure.  
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8 
NHSN procedure code 

documents 

How should facility medical coders use 

the NHSN procedure code documents for 

classifying surgical procedures for patient 

charges? 

The NHSN documents posted on the SSI webpage, which lists procedure codes 

are not intended to be instructive to coders when assigning codes to any 

surgical procedure.  These documents are provided as a tool to assist NHSN 

users with identifying cases by procedure groups that may be reported to NHSN 

and to standardize surgical procedure reporting between facilities that choose 

to participate in NHSN.   

9 Scope 

A single trip to the OR can generate 

multiple procedure codes, how should a 

procedure that is coded as open and scope 

be entered into NHSN? 

If a procedure is coded as Open and Scope then the procedure should be entered 

into NHSN as Scope =NO. The Open designation is considered a higher risk 

procedure. 

10 Scope 
Using the ICD-10-PCS codes, is there a 

quick way to know when to select “Scope 

= YES”? 

When using ICD-10-PCS codes, the fifth character (or digit) indicates the 

approach.   

 0 (zero), Scope = NO 

 Characters 4, 8, or F, Scope = YES  

 Other values are not applicable 

11 Shunt revisions  

When using ICD-10-PCS procedure 

codes there is no VSHN code for 

revisions of the distal shunts in the 

abdomen.  Should these procedure be 

entered since it was a shunt revision?  

Within the ICD-9 code system there were specific revision codes for procedures 

that involved distal shunt replacement or revision of the distal catheter, there are 

no codes within the ICD-10-PCS code system that are specific for this type 

of procedure. 

In cases such as this, if it is known from the surgical/intra-operative report 

that the procedure is associated with a shunt revision, then it should be 

entered into NHSN as a VSHN procedure. 

12 
Updates to Procedure 

Codes 

When are codes updated and how are 

users notified of updates? 

NHSN Procedure Codes are updated on an as needed basis.   

Emails notifying NHSN users and vendors of updates are sent when updates 

are posted on the SSI webpage.  The emails contain specific details of where the 

updates are posted and a summary of the updates. 

 


