
 

NHSN Dialysis Event Surveillance - THIS MONTH 
ACTIVITY COLLECT THIS MONTH’S DATA REPORT LAST MONTH’S DATA TO NHSN ANALYSIS 

WHEN 
First 2 working days 

of the month 
During the 

entire month 
Anytime before the 
end of this month 

As needed 

DETAILS  
 

 
PATIENT CENSUS DATA 
Collect  denominator/ 
patient census 
information, stratified by 
vascular access type for 
the first 2 working days of 
this month 

 
DIALYSIS EVENT DATA 
Among outpatients receiving 
chronic hemodialysis at your 
facility this month, monitor and 
collect data for Dialysis Events: 

 IV antimicrobial starts 

 Positive blood cultures 

 Pus, redness, or increased 
swelling at the vascular access 
site 

 

Access SDN/NHSN 
 https://sdn.cdc.gov & enter your challenge phrase 

 Choose ‘NHSN Reporting’ link 
 

Add a Monthly Reporting Plan for last month: 
 NOTE: Create up to a year of Monthly Reporting Plans in advance 

 Click ‘Reporting Plan’, then ‘Add’ 

 Under ‘Device-Associated Module’ 
o Choose your location: outpatient dialysis 
o Put a green checkmark  in the “DE” box 

 Scroll to the bottom and click ‘Save’ 
 

Add Patient Census Data for last month: 
 Click ‘Summary Data’, then ‘Add’ 

 Choose  

 Click ‘Continue’ 
 

Add Dialysis Event Data for last month: 
 Click ‘Event’, then ‘Add’ 

 Either enter or find required patient demographics 

 Choose  

 Select all patient’s vascular accesses, indicate placement date(s) 

 Specify Event type(s), Problem(s) and Outcomes 

 Enter pathogen info for positive blood cultures 

 Click ‘Save’ 

 

Monthly analysis is recommended to: 

 Ensure all data has been reported 

 Detect problems in your facility 

 Provide staff feedback  
 

Create a Report 

 Click ‘Analysis’, then ‘Generate 
Data Sets’ 

 Generate new data sets, wait for 
updates 

 Click ‘Output Options’ 

 Open folders: 
o Device-Associated Module  
o Dialysis Events  
o CDC Defined Output  

 Select ‘Run’ button for desired 
output type 
o Recommend Line Listings for 

Numerators and for 
Denominators 

Count each patient once; if 
patient has multiple vascular 
accesses, report highest 
infection risk access only. 
 

Possible data sources for Dialysis 
Events: 
o Microbiology labs 
o Discharge summaries 
o Pharmacy reports 
o Collaborating Nephrologists 
o Patient 

 
Data collection form 57.119: 
Denominators for Outpatient 
Dialysis 
 Refer to Table 10 in 

Tables of Instructions 

 
Data collection form 57.109: Dialysis 
Event 
 
 Refer to Table 9 & Table 2a in 

Tables of Instructions 

NHSN Dialysis Event website: http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/psc_da_de.html                               NHSN Help Desk: nhsn@cdc.gov 
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