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Quick Reference Guide: Reporting up to date COVID-19 vaccination status 
through the COVID-19 Vaccination Modules 

 
 
CDC appreciates facilities’ efforts with collecting and submitting data on individuals who are up to date with COVID-19 
vaccines (Question #5) through NHSN. The data collected through the COVID-19 Vaccination Modules are critically 
important for understanding vaccination coverage across populations and facility types.  
 
As a reminder, beginning with the week of September 26, 2022, through October 2, 2022, the new definition of up to 
date is based on receiving an updated (bivalent) booster dose.  

• This means that most individuals should only be counted as up to date if they received an updated (bivalent) 
booster dose.  

 
o Please note that individuals are also considered up to date if they completed their primary vaccination series 

within the past two months and are not yet eligible to receive an updated (bivalent) booster. 1 
 
This document outlines some key points and examples for the current definition of up to date vaccination. Please note 
the guidance below is intended to inform reporting of COVID-19 vaccination data for NHSN surveillance purposes. For 
additional information on clinical considerations, please visit: Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 
Vaccines | CDC. 

What are the bivalent boosters? 
 
The bivalent boosters are updated Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech boosters that target the most recent Omicron 
subvariants. CDC first recommended these updated bivalent boosters on September 2, 2022.  

 
Who is considered up to date with COVID-19 vaccination at this time (Quarter 4 of 2022: September 26, 
2022 - December 25, 2022, and Quarter 1 of 2023 (December 26, 2022 - March 26, 2023)? 

 
• An individual who has received a bivalent booster.  

 
Example: Mary received a bivalent booster in October 2022. Therefore, she is considered up to date. If reporting 
data for any week after September 26, 2022, your facility would count Mary as part of the weekly total of 
individuals who are up to date with COVID-19 vaccination (Question #5). 

 
 
 
 

1 Note: Although the Novavax monovalent booster is allowed for use for adults aged 18 and over, the criteria for up to date COVID-19 vaccination status 
remains the same for Quarter 1 2023. In other words, individuals are up to date if they meet the criteria outlined in this document.  

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html


 
• An individual who completed his/her primary vaccination series less than 2 months ago. 

 
This individual would still be considered up to date since they are not yet eligible to receive a bivalent booster.  
 
Example: Jane received the second dose of her two-dose primary vaccination series on October 1, 2022. She is 
not yet eligible to receive a bivalent booster. Therefore, she is considered up to date. If reporting data for weeks  
in the two months after October 1, 2022, your facility would count Jane as part of the weekly total of individuals 
who are up to date with COVID-19 vaccination (Question #5). Once it has been two months since October 1, 
2022, she should no longer be counted as up to date until she has received her bivalent booster.  

 
Please note that if an individual is eligible to receive a bivalent booster, but has not received it, he/she is not considered 
up to date with COVID-19 vaccination.   

Example: Tom received the second dose of his two-dose primary vaccination series in June 2022. He is eligible to 
receive an updated (bivalent) booster. Therefore, he is not considered up to date. If reporting data for any week 
after September 26, 2022, your facility would only count Tom as having completed his primary COVID-19 
vaccination series (question #2). He would not be counted as up to date (question #5).  

 
Example: Molly completed her primary vaccination series, her first booster dose, and a second original, 
monovalent booster dose in July 2022. Since it has been more than two months since this last booster dose, she 
is eligible to receive an updated (bivalent) booster. Therefore, she is not considered up to date. If reporting data 
for any week after September 26, 2022, your facility would count Molly as having completed her primary COVID-
19 vaccination series (question #2) and having received any boosters or additional doses of COVID-19 vaccine 
(question #4). She would not be counted as up to date (question #5).  

 
CDC surveillance data show that a high percentage of healthcare personnel and long-term care facility residents have 
received complete primary series of COVID-19 vaccination as of November 2022, and this percentage has been similar 
since early 2021. Therefore, most individuals who have not yet received an updated (bivalent) booster are no longer 
considered up to date with COVID-19 vaccines.  
 
How should I report these data? 
 
Facilities should use the new definition of up to date vaccination described in this document when answering question 
#5 of the COVID-19 Vaccination Modules for quarter 4 of 2022, which covers the weeks of September 26, 2022, through 
December 25, 2022 and quarter 1 of 2023, which covers the weeks of December 26, 2022 through March 26, 2023.    

If you realize that you categorized individuals as up to date incorrectly for question #5 during quarter 4 of 2022, please 
adjust your recent weekly counts for question #5 so that you are reporting an accurate number of individuals who are 
up to date. NHSN always encourages retrospective submission and updates.  
 
Please note that long-term care facilities have the option to submit data using the Person-Level Vaccination Forms, 
which help facilities organize their data on all healthcare personnel and residents and automatically classify an 
individual’s up to date vaccination status for each reporting week. For more information on the Person-Level Vaccination 
Forms, please see resources here: LTCF | Weekly HCP & Resident COVID-19 Vaccination |NHSN | CDC under the 
“Person-Level (Event-level) COVID-19 Vaccination Forms – Instructions and Guidance Documents” heading.   

 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/ltc/weekly-covid-vac/index.html


How can I learn more about reporting up to date COVID-19 vaccination? 
 

The following document outlines key terms related to COVID-19 vaccination, including up to date vaccination. Please 
note that this document also includes prior definitions, which may be helpful if your facility is reporting retrospective 
data for weeks before September 26, 2022: 
COVID-19 Vaccination Modules: Understanding Key Terms and Up to Date Vaccination (cdc.gov) 
 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/UpToDateGuidance-May2022-508.pdf

