
National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases

NHSN Dialysis COVID-19 Module Overview

Jeneita Bell, MD, MPH
Susan Cali, MSN, RN, MHA, CIC, FAPIC
Serina Lees, MPH, CPH, CIC
Darius McDaniel, MSPH
Emily Witt, MPH, CHES



About NHSN                       

The NHSN Outpatient Dialysis Component is supporting the nation’s COVID-19 
emergency response with a COVID-19 module designed to collect data 
pertaining to in-center dialysis, home dialysis, and peritoneal dialysis patients. 

The COVID-19 Module has a single data entry page with four sections:
– Patient Impact
– Staff and Personnel Impact
– Supply and Personal Protective Equipment
– Testing



Goals and Objectives
 Review the enrollment process for the 

National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN)
 Describe the reporting forms and review the 

required and optional fields
 Explain the steps to enter data into the NHSN 

application
 Describe how data will be exported from 

NHSN and the data file format
 Review the webpage resources for the Dialysis 

COVID-19 module



Agenda

 Dialysis Team Introductions
 Enrollment Review
 COVID-19 Module

– Forms
– Table of Instructions (TOI)
– Data Review

 Dialysis COVID-19 Website
– Resources
– Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)



Dialysis Team
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Enrollment and NHSN Set-up 
Frequently Asked Questions 



Facility Not Enrolled 
What if my facility is not currently enrolled in NHSN in any capacity?

 Visit the Dialysis NHSN site to review the steps for enrollment 
– https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/dialysis/enroll.html

 Review the “NHSN Facility Administrator Enrollment Guide” at the top of 
the page

 Follow the steps outlined
1. Training and Preparation
2. Register
3. Register with SAMS, complete and submit identity proofing verification
4. Submit NHSN forms electronically
5. Submit Agreement to Participate and Consent 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/dialysis/enroll.html




Enrollment: NHSN Training Section 

Is the NHSN Training required to enroll? 

 Training, while highly encouraged, is not 
required to register and enroll with NHSN. 

– When registering with NHSN, you will see a 
section for “NHSN Training Date”. 

– For the NHSN Training Date, please use the 
date of registration. The current webinar will 
serve as training for Outpatient Dialysis 
COVID-19 reporting. 



Enrollment: Entering the CCN  

When attempting to enroll my facility, 
my CCN will not validate.  

 If your CCN will not 
validate, please contact 
NHSNEnrollment@cdc.gov
and request a temporary 
enrollment number to 
complete the process. 

mailto:NHSNEnrollment@cdc.gov


NHSN Set-up: Adding the Dialysis Component 
My facility is already enrolled in NHSN and has access to the HCP 
module. I need to add the Dialysis Event Component.

1. The Facility Administrator will log 
into the facility

2. Select “Facility” on the left side 
navigation bar

3. Select “Add/Edit Component” 



My facility is already enrolled in NHSN and has access to the HCP 
Component. I need to add the Dialysis Event Component. 

4. Under “Components Followed” select the Dialysis Component 

NHSN Set-up: Adding the Dialysis Component, 
continued 



My facility is already enrolled in 
NHSN and has access to the HCP 
Component. I need to add the 
Dialysis Event Component.

5. You will then be prompted to 
complete information for the 
Dialysis Component Primary 
Contact 

NHSN Set-up: Adding the Dialysis 
Component, continued 



NHSN Set-up: Facility 
Administrator 
My facility is enrolled in NHSN, 
but the Facility Administrator 
needs to be changed/updated. 

 Please review the 
information on reassigning a 
Facility Administrator and then 
submit the Facility Admin 
change request form: 
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/fac
admin/index.html.

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/facadmin/index.html


NHSN Set-up: Adding Additional Users  
My facility is enrolled in NHSN but needs to add an 
additional user to handle the Dialysis COVID reporting.

1. The Facility Administrator will log into the facility
2. Select “Users” on the left side navigation bar 
3. Select “Add” 



NHSN Set-up: Adding Additional Users, continued 
My facility is enrolled in NHSN but needs to add an additional user to 
handle the Dialysis COVID reporting.

4. Complete the 
required fields 
(marked with *) 
and SAVE at the 
bottom of the 
page 



NHSN Set-up: Adding Additional Users, continued  
My facility is enrolled in NHSN but needs to add an additional user to 
handle the Dialysis COVID reporting.

5. Assign the new user 
rights that they will 
need to use NHSN

6. Click on SAVE at the 
bottom of page

7. Please check to ensure 
that you have made 
them an Active User



NHSN Set-up: Adding Additional Users, continued 
My facility is enrolled in NHSN but needs to add an additional user to 
handle the Dialysis COVID reporting.

8. Once added to the facility, the new user will receive a “Welcome to 
NHSN” email.  The new user will agree to the Rule of Behavior via a link 
within the email to begin the SAMS registration process. 



COVID-19 Dialysis Module
Data Entry and Data Fields



Sections of NHSN Dialysis COVID-19 Module

 The COVID-19 Module 
for dialysis consists of 
four sections:
1. Patient Impact 
2. Staff and Personnel 

Impact
3. Supplies and 

Personal Protective 
Equipment

4. Laboratory Testing



NHSN Application COVID-19 Dialysis Data Entry

 Log into your facility in 
NHSN. 

 The “COVID-19” option 
on the left-hand 
navigation bar will 
appear following the 
release of the 
application update on 
11/12/2020. 



NHSN Application COVID-19 Dialysis Data Entry



 Click on each cell/day and input the required data. 

NHSN Application COVID-19 Dialysis Data Entry





Data Collection Forms 

 Forms will be located on the NHSN dialysis 
information page

 Starred data (*) fields indicate required 
data 

 Keeping a daily record of the required 
fields may assist in your weekly reporting

 Reporting for the previous week is due on 
Wednesday



Data Collection Forms – In-center Facilities 

 * means it is a required field and ** 
is conditionally required

 The yellow highlighted areas will be 
auto-populated from the annual 
survey

 In-center census will be auto-
populated but may need updating

 In-center census includes all 
patients (AKI, Home Dialysis, LTC, 
and Peritoneal)



Data Collection Forms – Home Facilities 

 * means it is a required field 
and ** is conditionally required

 The yellow highlighted areas will 
be auto-populated

 The blue areas are “0” in the 
home dialysis setting 

 Census for Home Patients 
include patients served by the 
facility including peritoneal 
patients



Data Collection Form- Patient and Staff Impact

 COVID-19 positive patients and 
staff

 COVID-19 suspected infections
 COVID-19 Recovered cases
 Suspected or confirmed deaths 

related to COVID-19



Data Collection Form- Patient and Staff Impact

 Patients and Staff with probable 
COVID-19 infection

 COVID-19 testing and results of 
testing for patients and staff



Data Collection Form- Patient and Staff Impact

 Patients and Staff who have 
recovered from COVID-19 
infection

 Number of Patients and Staff 
who have died as a result of 
COVID-19



Data Collection Form – Staff and/or Personnel Impact

Each organization should 

define critical staffing shortage 

based on facility-specific needs



Data Collection Forms – Supplies & Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE)



Data Collection Forms – Laboratory Testing



Dialysis COVID-19 Data Review



Analysis



Analysis
 Aggregate data reported for the week may be downloaded to a .csv file



Dialysis COVID-19 Module Website



Important Note 
 In the next slides, you will see several screenshots bordered in red 

– The COVID-19 Dialysis Module website is still in development 

– Therefore, several of the screenshots in the next slides do not yet show the 
option to navigate to the COVID-19 Dialysis Module website

– These screenshot are outlined in red 

 The COVID-19 Dialysis Module website button will appear on the noted 
webpages by Thursday, November 12, 2020 



NHSN Home Page
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn

The link to the 
Dialysis COVID-19 
Module will appear 
on the NHSN home 
page alongside the 
current option for 
LTCF. 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn


Dialysis Component 
Home Page

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/dialy
sis/index.html

 The link to the Dialysis 
COVID-19 Module will also 
appear on the Dialysis 
Component home page. 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/dialysis/index.html


COVID-19 Information

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/covid19/index.html
 The link to the Dialysis COVID-19 Module will also appear on the NHSN 

COVID-19 Information page. 

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/covid19/index.html


Dialysis COVID-19 Web Page
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/dialysis/co
vid19/index.html

 Enrollment Information 
 Training 
 Data Collection Forms and Instructions
 Additional Resources

– Frequently Asked Questions 
– CDC COVID-19 Information 



In the Future…
 Additional sections of the NHSN Dialysis COVID-19 module will become 

required including staff and personnel impact, supplies and personal 
protective equipment, and laboratory testing

 Vaccine modules 
 Additional analysis capabilities
 Updated and additional education surrounding these changes



For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Please contact NHSN@cdc.gov with any questions!

mailto:NHSN@cdc.gov
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