
    
       

          
  

   
  

   

   
  

    
   

  

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Linking Incident Records to Adverse Reaction Records 
Incidents that are associated with a reported adverse reaction must be entered in NHSN. Once the incident is
 
entered, it must be linked to the adverse reaction using the “Link/Unlink To Incidents” button on the Adverse
 
Reaction form. 

On the Add Incident screen, enter the 
Patient ID of the patient that 
experienced an adverse reaction. 

On the Add Adverse Reaction screen, 
enter the Patient ID. 

Click the Link/Unlink To Incidents 
button to link the adverse reaction to 
the incident. 
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On the Add Adverse Reaction 
screen, Reaction is Linked will 
appear next to the Link/Unlink 
To Incidents button. 

On the Incident Link List 
screen, check all the Incident 
records that are associated 
with the adverse reaction and 
click the Link/Unlink button. 

Linking Incident Records to Adverse Reaction Records 
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Important Tips: 
• The Incident record must be entered before it can be linked to the Adverse Reaction form. 
• The Patient ID must be the same on both the Incident form and Adverse Reaction form. 
• It is recommended that facilities use a standard facility identification code for Patient ID (e.g., medical record number). 

Biovigilance Component website: http://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/acute-care-hospital/bio-hemo/index.html 
NHSN user support: nhsn@cdc.gov 
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