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How to Run Analyses with Custom Fields 

Description 
Custom fields are variables that a user can create for event or procedure-specific data.  The list of custom fields can 
be found under the Custom Options page accessed by selecting Facility> Customize Forms from the left navigation 
bar. 
 

• In this example, we have created three custom fields (variables) for the CBGB procedure form (scrub nurse, 
1st assistant, and number of vessels) and have been entering data into these fields in NHSN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• To analyze data from these custom fields, analysis must be done from the Advanced folder (Analysis>Output 
Options>Advanced). In this example, because the custom fields are entered for a defined procedure (CBGB), 
we will use the procedure-level data analysis option.  

 
• It is important to note that for analysis, NHSN will label the custom field variables as “custom 1”, “custom 2”, 

etc. rather than the labels you have created.  NHSN will number the variables based on the order they 
appear in custom options manager. For help on how to re-order the variables, select the NHSN help icon 
found next to the form type. 
 
 

• In this example, scrub nurse will be “custom 1”, 1st assist will be “custom 2”, and no. vessels will be “custom 
3”.  
 



 

 

Example 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

• To look at these variables in a line list, select the “modify variables to display” link at the bottom of the line 
list modification screen.  Move “custom 1”, “custom 2” and “custom  3“ from the Available Variables column 
to the Selected Variables column.  

 
 

Output 
 

• In the ouput, the custom variables will be labeled custom 1, 2, and 3 rather than the variable labels you have 
designated.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tip: Change the output format to RTF (Rich Text Format) and replace the numbered custom labels with your descriptive 
label.  
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