
Health Data Interactive Tutorial – Part Three 

Hello!  Welcome back to Part Three of the Health Data Interactive Web Site Tutorial.  

In Part Two, I showed you how to select items among variables to view, and how to 
change variables in the rows and columns.   

In Part Three, you will learn how to sort columns and how to nest your variables.  

To begin, we will need to go to the Health Data Interactive Web site, at the address you 
see on your screen.   

Once you are on the site, take a look at the light blue, centrally-located box labeled "table 
topics."   

Now, let's open the Low birth-weight table which we have been using as our example.   

That table is located in the Pregnancy and Birth folder, so we click on it.   

Here's the available tables within the Pregnancy and Birth folder. I'll select Low birth-
weight.  

Now the table has opened up.   From here I'll show you how to sort.  

Let's say you want to see which state has the highest percentage of low birth- weight 
births.  

The variable you want to sort needs to go in the rows. In our case, we are not interested 
in maternal age, so I'm going to move it to the top white bar.  

The category that I want to see the data for goes in the column, which is low birth-weight.   

Within each of the categories of the column variable, there are up and down arrows.  

You can use the arrows to sort each column by ascending or descending order of the 
rows.  

Now click on the down arrow in the Low birth-weight category of the birth-weight variable.  

Now you see the table has been redrawn and shows the percent of low birth-weight in 
descending order.  

Mississippi has the highest proportion of women having low birth-weight deliveries.  

To get back to the original order of the states, I can click on the down arrow again, and 
the states are no longer sorted.  

Now I'll show you how to "nest" variables within each other.   

You might want to change the view to low birth weight by race/ethnicity and location.  



To do this, click in the hatched area of race/ethnicity variable. When you are clicking in 
the correct area, you will notice a four point arrow.  

Once you click on the race/ethnicity variable, the variable will turn yellow.   

Drag the race/ethnicity variable over on the bottom edge of the birth-weight variable.  

You should notice that a heavy yellow line appears at the bottom edge of birth-weight 
variable, indicating where the variable will be placed when you release the mouse button.  

It's important to drag it to the edge so that only a yellow line appears like this, instead of 
the entire variable turning yellow.  

Once you release the mouse, the table will be redrawn and we will see a table with 
race/ethnicity nested under birth-weight.   

Here's the resulting table. So that concludes Part Three of the tutorial.    

We've looked at how to sort columns and how to nest variables.   

Now you should be ready to use the many customizable features this site has to offer.   

Explore the rich data resources of Health Data Interactive to display the data you want 
the way you want it.  

There are also other features available, such as downloading tables, exporting tables to 
Excel, charting and mapping.    

If you have any problems, questions, or need assistance please E-mail us. Thank you!  
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