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Importance of Cause of Death 

• To understand the nature and magnitude 
of health problems 

• For planning, implementation and 
evaluation of public health programs 
 

• Medical (i.e., physician) certification of 
cause of death is the ideal 



WHO standard death certificate 



Challenges with Physician Certification 

• Lack of understanding importance of 
proper COD certification 

• Lack of training how to properly certify 
– Mechanisms of dying (e.g., cardiac arrest) 
– Ill-defined conditions 
– Terminal conditions (e.g., heart/renal failure, 

sepsis, pneumonia) with multiple etiologies 
reported as the underlying cause 

– Incorrect causal sequences  
 



Challenges with Physician Certification 
(Bad) 

Cardiac/pulmonary arrest, advance dementia 

Diphtheria, aortic stenosis, CVA, CAD 

Pacemaker 



Challenges with Physician Certification 
(Good) 

Hepatic encephalopathy 

Cirrhosis of liver 

Chronic alcoholism 

Bleeding esophageal varices, pneumonia 

15 days 

5 years 

years 



Kingdom of Jordan 

• 3 visits 2001-2006 
• Major recommendations 

– Changes to law and regulations governing 
vital registration and statistics 

– New death notification form with COD section 
in WHO format 

– Physician training in COD certification 
– Coder training 
– Annual report on mortality statistics 



Old death notification form 
Direct cause of death 

Indirect cause of death 



New death notification form 

  
 المدة بين بدايـــة 
 السبب والوفاة 

  

   الرمــز
 أســباب الوفاة 

  

..................... 

..................... 
  

..................... 
  

..........……..... 
  

  

......……........ 
  

......……........ 
  

......……........ 
  

......……........ 
  

  

   ..........…….......………….....................أ
  

 .......………........................…: ب نتج عن
  

 ………………………………:جـ نتج عن
  

 ...……………………………: د نتج عن

 :الجزء الأول* 
 السبب المباشر للوفاة -1
 الأحوال المرضية التي أدت إلى السبب المباشر للوفاة-2

  

..........……... ......……........ .....................…………........……….... 
الأم�راض أو الح�الات  الت�ي س�اعدت ف�ي -: الجزء الثاني   * 

ح��دوث الوف��اة ولا ص��لة له��ا ب��المرض الأص��لي الم��ذكور ف��ي 
 الجزء الأول

Part 1 – 4 lines 

Part 2 



Other changes 

• Death notification form completed in 
duplicate 
– Original to Civil Office for registration 
– Copy to Information Directorate (Ministry of 

Health (for coding) 

• Physician training 
– All physicians were required to attend training 

on how to properly complete the new form 



Jordan Applied Epidemiology  Project 
&  

MOH Information Directorate 

Cause of Death   
Workshop 



Learning Objectives 

When you have completed this workshop you will be 
able to: 

 Explain the importance of a complete and accurate 
mortality reporting system 

 Describe the legal requirements for reporting deaths  
 Describe the process flow of the Death Notification 

Form  
 Describe the duties of the focal point 
 Accurately complete the medical portion of the 

death notification from 
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Class Outline 

 Overview 
 Lesson 1: Benefits of accurate reporting 
 Lesson 2: Legal requirements & process flow 
 Lesson 3: Completing the Death Notification 

Form 
 



Impact of New Form and Training 

 
• Quality of cause-of-death information 

improved dramatically 
• Mechanisms of dying (e.g., cardiac arrest) 

and ill-defined conditions dropped from 
40-50% to 6% 



Cause of death coding 

• Development of organizational infrastructure 
• Coders (4) hired and located in the 

Directorate of Information, Studies and 
Research in the Ministry of Health 

• Coder training in ICD-10 



Mortality 
Statistics 

Report 

• First report including 
cause-of-death 
statistics published 
in 2007 (based on 
2004 data) 

• Based on 
12,000/17,000 
registered deaths 





RNAnderson@cdc.gov  

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/deaths.htm  
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