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National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey 
Home Interview Consent 

Home Interview Consent Form 
Welcome to the National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES). You have been 
selected to be part of this study which includes an interview and a health exam. This study is 
sponsored by the National Center for Health Statistics, part of the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. The information collected in this interview will be extremely valuable in 
understanding the health and nutrition of people in the United States.  
 
Home interview Consent 
Taking part in this interview is voluntary. You may choose to skip any question you don’t wish 
to answer or end the interview at any time without penalty. We are required by Federal law to 
develop and follow strict procedures to protect the confidentiality of your information and use 
your answers only for statistical purposes. (Please refer to the laws shown below.) On 
average, the interview will take 15-40 minutes based on your age. As a thank you for your 
time and effort, you will receive a $25 debit card for completing the interview. 
 
Before we begin the interview, we will ask you to tell us if you agree to proceed with 
the interview. This will be your verbal consent. 
 
Data linkage Consent 
We can do additional health studies by linking the interview and exam data of everyone who 
participates to vital statistics, health, nutrition, and other related records.  
 
We will ask if we can link these survey records with other records. This will be your 
verbal consent. 
 
 
Additional information for the home interview 
 

1. Assurance of Confidentiality – We take your privacy very seriously. All information 
that relates to or describes identifiable characteristics of individuals, a practice, or an 
establishment will be used only for statistical purposes. NCHS staff, contractors, and 
agents will not disclose or release responses in identifiable form without the consent of 
the individual or establishment in accordance with section 308(d) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 242m) and the Confidential Information Protection and 
Statistical Efficiency Act of 2018 (Title III of the Foundations for Evidence-Based 
Policymaking Act of 2018 (Pub. L. No. 115-435, 132 Stat. 5529 § 302)). In accordance 
with CIPSEA, every NCHS employee, contractor, and agent has taken an oath and is 
subject to a jail term of up to five years, a fine of up to $250,000, or both if he or she 
willfully discloses ANY identifiable information about you. 

 
2. Data linkage information: 

By matching NHANES data with other health-related records, researchers can study 
health conditions like heart attacks and diabetes in depth. They can also better 
understand health care use and health care costs for all Americans. These findings will 
help doctors assist patients in making smart choices.  
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3. Do you have more questions about the survey?  
You can make a toll-free call to the Chief Medical Officer at 1-800-452-6115, Monday-
Friday, 7:30 AM-4:30 PM EST. If you have questions about your rights about being in 
the survey, call the Ethics Review Board at the National Center for Health Statistics, 
toll free, at 1-800-223-8118. Please leave a brief message with your name and phone 
number. Say that you are calling about Protocol # 2021-05. Your call will be returned 
as soon as possible. 
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OSQ1 
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 AUQ1  

 
Genetic/hereditary causes  

Ear infections (including fluid in ears) 

Ear diseases (otosclerosis, menieres, tumor) 

Illness/infections (measles, meningitis, mumps) 

Drugs/medications 

Head or neck injury/trauma 

Loud brief explosive noise/sounds 

Noise exposure, long-term (machinery, etc.) 

Aging, getting older 



 

   

NHANES Interview Materials 7 Household Member Hand Cards 
 

SMQ1  
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 DMQ1  

 
Never attended/kindergarten only 

1st grade 

2nd grade 

3rd grade 

4th grade 

5th grade 

6th grade 

7th grade 

8th grade 

9th grade 

10th grade 

11th grade 

12th grade, no diploma 

High school graduate 

GED or equivalent 

Some college, no degree 

Associate degree: Occupational, technical, or vocational 
program 

Associate degree: Academic program 

Bachelor’s degree (example: BA, AB, BS, BBA) 

Master’s degree (example: MA, MS, MEng, MEd, MBA) 

Professional school degree (example: MD, DDS, DVM, JD) 

Doctoral degree (example: PhD, EdD) 
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DMQ2  

 
10. Mexican 

11. Puerto Rican 

12. Cuban 

13. Dominican (Republic) 

Central American: 

 14. Costa Rican 

 15. Guatemalan 

 16. Honduran 

 17. Nicaraguan 

 18. Panamanian 

 19. Salvadoran 

 20. Other Central American 

 

South American: 

 21. Argentinean 

 22. Bolivian 

 23. Chilean 

 24. Colombian 

 25. Ecuadorian 

 26. Paraguayan 

 27. Peruvian 

 28. Uruguayan 

 29. Venezuelan 

 30. Other South American 

Other Hispanic or Latino: 

 31. Filipino 

 32. Spaniard 

 33. Spanish 

 34. Spanish American 

 35. Hispano/Hispana 

 36. Hispanic/Latino 

 41. Chicana/Chicano 
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 HIQ1  
 

Private health insurance  
 
Medicare 
 
Medi-gap  
 
Medicaid 
 
Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) 
 
Military Related Health Care: Tricare 

(CHAMPUS)/VA HEALTH CARE/Champ-VA 
 
Indian Health Service 
 
State-sponsored health plan  
 
Other government program 
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 HIQ2  
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 DMQ1  

 
Never attended/kindergarten only 

1st grade 

2nd grade 

3rd grade 

4th grade 

5th grade 

6th grade 

7th grade 

8th grade 

9th grade 

10th grade 

11th grade 

12th grade, no diploma 

High school graduate 

GED or equivalent 

Some college, no degree 

Associate degree: Occupational, technical, or vocational 
program 

Associate degree: Academic program 

Bachelor’s degree (example: BA, AB, BS, BBA) 

Master’s degree (example: MA, MS, MEng, MEd, MBA) 

Professional school degree (example: MD, DDS, DVM, JD) 

Doctoral degree (example: PhD, EdD) 
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 CBQ1  
 

EXAMPLES OF PLACES OTHER 
THAN GROCERY STORES 

 
 

Convenience Stores (7-11, Mini Mart) 

Wholesale Stores (Costco, Sam’s Club, BJ’s) 

Target/ Wal-Mart/ Kmart 

Dollar Store 

Bakeries 

Meat Markets 

Vegetable stands 

Farmer’s Markets 
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 INQ1  
 

U. $20,000 - $20,999 

V. $21,000 - $21,999 

W. $22,000 - $22,999 

X. $23,000 - $23,999 

Y. $24,000 - $24,999 

Z. $25,000 - $25,999 

AA. $26,000 - $26,999 

BB. $27,000 - $27,999 

CC. $28,000 - $28,999 

DD. $29,000 - $29,999 

EE. $30,000 - $30,999 

FF. $31,000 - $31,999 

GG. $32,000 - $32,999 

HH. $33,000 - $33,999 

II. $34,000 - $34,999 

JJ. $35,000 - $39,999 

KK. $40,000 - $44,999 

LL. $45,000 - $49,999 

MM. $50,000 - $54,999 

NN. $55,000 - $59,999 

OO. $60,000 - $64,999 

PP. $65,000 - $69,999 

QQ. $70,000 - $74,999 

RR. $75,000 - $79,999 

SS. $80,000 - $84,999 

TT. $85,000 - $89,999 

UU. $90,000 - $94,999 

VV. $95,000 - $99,999 

WW. $100,000 and over 
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 INQ2  

 
A. Less than $1,000 

B. $1,000 - $1,999 

C. $2,000 - $2,999 

D. $3,000 - $3,999 

E. $4,000 - $4,999 

F. $5,000 - $5,999 

G. $6,000 - $6,999 

H. $7,000 - $7,999 

I. $8,000 - $8,999 

J. $9,000 - $9,999 

K. $10,000 - $10,999 

L. $11,000 - $11,999 

M. $12,000 - $12,999 

N. $13,000 - $13,999 

O. $14,000 - $14,999 

P. $15,000 - $15,999 

Q. $16,000 - $16,999 

R. $17,000 - $17,999 

S. $18,000 - $18,999 

T. $19,000 - $19,999 
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 INQ3  
 

Cash  

Checking account  

Saving accounts 

CDs (Certificates of deposit) 

Retirement accounts (such as IRAs, 401K, etc.) 

Stocks  

Bonds  

Mutual funds  
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 INQ4  
 

A: $0 - $3,000 

B: $3,001 - $5,000 

C: $5,001 - $10,000 

D: $10,001 - $15,000 

E: $15,001 - $20,000 

Cash  

Checking account  

Saving accounts 

CDs (Certificates of deposit) 

Retirement accounts (such as IRAs, 401K, etc.) 

Stocks  

Bonds  

Mutual funds 
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 FSQ1  
 

Often true 
 
Sometimes true 
 
Never true 
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Examination Assent Brochure 
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Future Research Consent Form 
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MEC Consent/Assent Form 
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Confidentiality Brochure 
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Sample Visa Debit Card Sheet 

 

 
  

This is your 

Carrier Card 

Sheet number. 
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Who can I contact if I have questions?  
 
To discuss any aspect of the survey, you can call one of our survey representatives at 
1-855-958-0631. You may also visit www.cdc.gov/nhanes or scan the QR code for more 
information. If you have questions about your rights as a survey 
participant, call the Ethics Review Board at the National Center for 
Health Statistics at 1-800-223-8118. Leave a brief message containing 
your name, phone number, and your NHANES survey concerns. Your 
call will be returned as soon as possible. Thank you. 

http://www.cdc.gov/nhanes

