
Hospital Guidelines for Reporting Live Births, Infant Deaths, Fetal Deaths, and Induced Terminations of Pregnancy

Did 
infant/fetus 

show signs of 
life at 

delivery? Signs of life:

• Breathing
• Beating of the heart
• Pulsation of the umbilical cord
• Definite move

Did the 
infant 

subsequently 
die?

ment of voluntary muscles

Prepare/file 
Certificate 

of Live Birth

Was the 
intent to 

terminate 
the 

pregnancy?

STOP
No further 

action required

Prepare/file
Induced Termination of 

Pregnancy Report**

***Refer to jurisdictional requirements. Thresholds (or 
reporting requirements) for reporting fetal death vary by 
jurisdiction as to the birthweight and/or gestational age at 
which a Report of Fetal Death is required. 

*Whether the hospital or the funeral home prepares/files the
death certificate is determined by which disposes of remains.
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Prepare/file
Report of Fetal 
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**Refer to jurisdictional 
reporting requirements. 

Prepare/file
Death Certificate*
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