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Current Estimates From
the National Health
Interview Survey

by Barbara Bloom, Division of Health Interview
Statistics

Introduction

This report presents national estimates of acute
illnesses and injuries, disability days, limitation of
activity due to chronic conditions, and measures of
health care utilization for 1981. These variables repre-
sent the basic health items for which data were
collected in the 1981 National Health Interview
Survey of the U.S. civilian noninstitutionalized popula-
tion.

The detailed tables in this report include data on
people classified by age and sex. More detailed
analyses of similar data by other social, economic, and
demographic categories will be presented in forthcom-
ing reports. The text tables present data that indicate
recent trends for major health items collected in 1981
as well as for the two previous years. Other Current
‘Estimates reports in Series 10 (Numbers 136 and 139)
present detailed data for 1979 and 1980 that are
comparable to data shown in this report for 1981.

A major change made in 1979 affects the compari-
son of 1979, 1980, and 1981 illness data with data from
earlier years. Beginning in 1979, illnesses and injuries
were coded using the ninth revision of the Internation-
al Classification of Diseases! rather than the eighth
revision used in 1978 and earlier years mentioned in
the report. Caution should therefore be used when
comparing data in specific disease categories. Detailed
information on the old and new disease category
classification is available from the Interview and
Examination Statistics Program of the National Center
for Health Statistics.

Although published reports are the primary vehi-
cle for disseminating statistical estimates from the
National Health Interview Survey, data are also
available in the form of standardized microdata tapes.
Questions pertaining to cost and availability of data
should be directed to the Scientific and Technical
Information Branch of the National Center for Health
Statistics.



Highlights for the period

Acute conditions

 Acute conditions are defined by the National
Health Interview Survey as those illnesses and injuries
that have lasted less than 3 months and that have
involved either medical attention or 1 day or more of
restricted activity. However, to counteract the effect of
memory decay, which impairs the validity of the
estimates, the annual incidence of acute conditions is
calculated by including only those conditions that had
their onset during the 2 weeks prior to the interview
and that caused restricted activity or required medical
care during this 2-week period.

During 1981 an estimated 478.0 million acute
illnesses and injuries occurred among the civilian
noninstitutionalized population of the United States
(tables 1 and 2). Although the incidence rate of 212.4
acute conditions per 100 persons for 1981 appears
somewhat lower than the rates for the 2 previous years
(table A), particularly the rate for 1980, the difference
is not statistically significant.

Comparing 1981 rates for the major classifications
of acute conditions with 1980 rates shows one change
that is statistically significant. The lower reported
incidence rate for digestive system conditions in 1981
is due to the decrease in the incidence rate for dental
conditions for women.

It was anticipated that the incidence rate for
influenza for 1981 would greatly decrease, correspond-
ing to a similarly decreased rate in 1977 (40.4) and
1979 (40.5).2 However, the rate for 1981 remained on a
level with the 1980 rate because of reported wide-
spread outbreaks of influenza in the first quarter of the
year.

In 1981 acute illnesses and injuries caused an
average of 959.1 days of restricted activity per 100
persons, or 9.6 days per person (tables A, 3, and 5)—a
rate apparently but not significantly different from that
for 1979 or 1980. The rate for restricted-activity days

*For further details and quarterly estimates, see Series 10, Numbers
130, 136, and 139.
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Table A. Incidence of acute conditions, associated disability days,
and persons injured: United States, 1979-81

ltem 1979 1980 1981

Number of acute conditions per 100

Acute conditions persons per year

All acute conditions........ 215.3 2222 2124
Infective and parasitic dis-
©8SES..ciiiiniinicnrananns 24.4 24,6 23.6
Respiratory conditions..... 107.3 116.2 1119
Upper respiratory con-
ditions ..ccceeeiiiinnennn 60.1 57.0 65.7
Influenza................. 40.5 52.2 49.7
Other respiratory condi-
HONS..cvvrieninnnnnne. 6.7 7.0 6.5
Digestive system condi-

HONS cvveieivnniinennnnnns 11.4 11.4 9.7
Injuries .....cocevvniiaiinennen 345 334 33.2
All other acute conditions 37.7 36.6 34.1

Days of disability associ- Days of disability per 100 persons per
ated with acute conditions year
Restricted-activity days.... 939.9 986.9 959.1
Bed-disability days ......... 413.4 426.6 419.0
Work-loss days (ages 17

years and over)'......... 350.6 347.7 337.4
School-loss days (ages 6-

16 years).................. 477.8 487.2 436.2

Number of persons injured per 100

Class of accident persons per year

All classes of accident.... 32.0 31.2 31.2
Moving motor vehicle...... 2.3 20 2.2
While at work............... 56 5.0 5.0

Home.......... 11.5 12.2 12.0
............. 14.0 129 13.2

For currently employed population.

associated with respiratory conditions (4.0 days per
person) was signifiantly lower in 1981 than it was for
the previous year (4.3 days per person). This was due
primarily to a'lower rate of restricted-activity days for
influenza, although no significant difference had been
found in the incidence rates for influenza between the 2
years. The rate of 4.2 days in bed per person for 1981
(tables A, 4, and 6) was not significantly different from



the rates for the previous 2 years. The rate of 1.2 bed
days per person for influenza was the same for 1981 as
for 1980. The rate of 4.4 school-loss days per child
aged 6-16 is not significantly lower than the rate for
either 1980 or 1979 (tables A and 7). The number of
days lost from work because of acute conditions
among the currently employed population (about 3.4
days per person) was similar for 1981, 1980, and 1979
(tables A and 8).

In 1981 an estimated 70 million persons were
injured (table 9)—a rate of 31.2 persons injured per
100 persons (table A). The rates were highest among
those under 45 years of age. The high rate for those in
the age group 6-16 years (38.2) was primarily because
of accidents in “other” places, which include schools.
Those under 6 years of age and those 1744 years of
age had a slightly lower but similar rate (36.2 and 35.4
per 100, respectively), but the accident locations varied
between the two groups (table 9). Associated with
these injuries were 357.3 days of restricted activity
(table 10) and 86.6 days of bed disability (table 11) per
100 persons per year. Although the rate of persons
injured tended to decrease with age, the number of
restricted-activity and bed-disability days per person
per year associated with injuries tended to increase
with age.

Days of disability

Table B shows days of disability per person per
year for both acute and chronic conditions for
1979-81. “Days of disability” refers to both temporary
and long-term reduction of a person’s activity. The
four types of disability days (restricted-activity, bed-
disability, work-loss, and school-loss days) are report-
ed in the health interview in association with specific
acute and chronic conditions. Although it is possible
for a particular day of disability to be attributed to
multiple conditions, the person-day measure, used in
table B, counts each day of disability only once,
regardless of the number of conditions causing disabili-
ty on that day. A day of restricted activity is one
during which a person reduces his or her normal
activity for all or most of the day because of an illness
or injury. Each day spent in bed for all or most of the

Table B. Days of disability per person per year, by type of
disability day: United States, 1979-81

Type of disability day 1979 1980 1981

Days of disability per person per year

Restricted-activity days.... 19.0 19.1 19.1
Bed-disability days ......... 6.7 7.0 6.9
Work-loss days (ages 17

years and overn)'......... 5.0 5.0 4.9
School-loss days (ages

6-16 years)............... 5.3 5.3 4.9

tFor currently employed population.

day is counted as a day of restricted activity. Similarly,
each day lost from work or school is a day of restricted
activity. Days on which people cut down on the things
that they usually do for the whole day, but which are
not bed days, work-loss days, nor school-loss days, are
also counted as restricted-activity days.

In 1981 there were an estimated 19.1 days of
restricted activity per person as a result of chronic and
acute illnesses or injuries—a rate similar to that for
1980 and 1979. The number of restricted-activity days
per person per year ranged from 10.5 days for children
under 17 years of age to 39.9 for adults 65 years of age
and over (table 12). The average number of bed-
disability days per person during 1981 (6.9) was not
significantly different from either 1980 or 1979 (table
B). There were an estimated 492 million days lost from
work because of illness or injury—4.9 days per
currently employed person 17 years of age and over
per year, a rate similar to the rates in 1980 and 1979.

Females reported more restricted-activity and bed-
disability days per person than males did during 1981,
as in previous years (table 12). In addition, for 1981
females reported more work-loss days than males did
(5.3 and 4.6 days per person, respectively).

The number of days lost from school for children
6-16 years of age during 1981 was 4.9 days per child, a
rate similar to those of 1980 and 1979 (tables B and |
13). Boys miss school because of illness at a rate
similar to that of girls (4.6 and 5.3 days per year,
respectively).

Limitation of activity

The concept of limitation of activity used in this
report refers to long-term reduction in activity result-
ing from chronic disease or impairment. The measure-
ment of this concept in the National Health Interview
Survey (NHIS) permits one to distinguish among (1)
persons unable to carry on their usual activity, (2)
persons limited in the amount or kind of their usual
activity, (3) persons limited but not in their usual
activity, and (4) persons not limited. The category of
persons limited in their major activity includes those in
the first two groups, that is, those unable to carry on
the usual activity for their age-sex group, whether it is
working, keeping house, or going to school, and those
restricted in the amount or kind of usual activity for
their age-sex group. Persons limited but not in their
major activity include persons restricted in other
activities such as civic, church, or recreational activi-
ties. Table C shows the percent of the population with
limitation of activity for 1979-81.

The 1981 NHIS produced an estimate of 14.4
percent of the population as limited in activities as a
result of one or more chronic conditions. This estimat-
ed rate has remained essentially level in the period
from 1978-81 after a period in which the rate appeared
to be increasing. The proportion of the population for
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Table C. Percent of the total population with limitation of activity
due to chronic conditions: United States, 1979-81

Table D. Selected measures of health care utilization: United
States, 1979-81

Limitation of activity 1979 1980 1981
Limited in activity .......covveinniiinnnnne. 14.6 144 14.4
Limited in major activity'............... 10.9 10.9 10.9
No limitation of activity.........c......... 85.4 85.6 85.6

Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in
school or preschool activities.

which some limitation was reported increases with age
from 3.8 percent for those under 17 years of age to
45.7 percent for those 65 years of age and over.

In general, the direction of the relationships
between limitation of activity, age, and sex in 1981
(table 14) was similar to the direction observed in
earlier years.

Utilization of medical services

Measures of the utilization of health services as
reported in NHIS are shown in tables 15-21 and
highlighted in table D.

Information was obtained in NHIS on the hospi-
talization experience of each household member dur-
ing the 12-month period prior to the week of the
interview. Two measures of hospitalization were de-
rived from this information—hospital discharges and
hospital episodes. Differences in the estimating proce-
dures for these two measures are described in appendix
I. (See “Explanation of hospital recall.”)

Information is also collected on hospital discharges
from hospital records through the National Hospital
Discharge Survey conducted by the National Center
for Health Statistics. Estimates from the National
Hospital Discharge Survey, published in Series 13 of
Vital and Health Statistics, are somewhat higher than
those presented here because of differences in collec-
tion procedures, population sampled, and definitions
used. The most recent national estimates of short-stay
hospitalization based on the National Hospital Dis-
charge Survey are summarized in Series 13, Number
64.2

According to data collected in the 1981 survey
year, there were an estimated 14.2 discharges from
short-stay hospitals per 100 persons—a rate similar to
those in the past 2 years (tables D and 15). The rate of
discharges per 100 persons for those 65 years of age
and over (28.4) was over 4 times as high as that for
children under 17 years of age (6.5). The average
length of stay in days per hospital discharge was 7.4,
continuing the downward trend from previous years.
In 1969 the average length of stay was 9.0 (9.7
excluding deliveries), while in 1980 the average stay
was 7.6 (8.1 excluding deliveries). In 1981 for persons
under 35 years of age, the average hospital stay was 5.3
days. Older persons had increasingly longer stays;
those aged 65 years and over averaged about 10.0 days.

Measure of utilization 1979 1980 1981

Hospitalization
Number of discharges per

100 persons per year... 139 13.9 14.2
Average length of stay in
days ..ooeiviiiiiniiniie, 7.8 7.6 7.4

Percent of persons with 1
hospital episode or

MOME.iieeriiennnennnsnnns 10.3 104 10.2
Dental visits
Number per person per
YEaN . i ieeeerrieaeenriananns 1.7 1.7 1.7
Percent of persons with
visits in past year....... 50.2 49.9 50.0

Physician visits
Number per person per

YEAr .. vreiiiiniersinnnnnnns 4.7 4.8 4.6
Percent of persons with
visits in past year....... 75.1 74.9 74.3

In every age category males remained in the hospital
longer than females did. Even when deliveries are
excluded, males experienced longer stays than females
did, except for persons 17-24 years of age.
Approximately 10 percent of the population were
hospitalized at least once during the year preceding the
interview (table 16). About 81 percent of these persons

.had only ome stay in a hospital (table E). The

proportion of those with a hospital episode who had

. multiple stays increased with age from approximately

14 percent among those under 35 years of age to
approximately 27 percent of those 65 years of age and
over. In 1981 persons with one or more hospital
episodes spent an average of about 9.4 days per person
in the hospital, the average increasing gradually with
age (table 17). Overall, males with episodes spent more
days in the hospital than females did; however, this
varied by age group.

There were an estimated 380.3 million dental visits
in 1981 (table 18), or 1.7 visits per person. This rate is
the same as that for 1979 and 1980 (table D). As in the
past, females continued to make slightly more dental
visits per person than males did—1.8 and 1.5 visits per
person per year, respectively (table 18).

The percent of the population with at least one
annual dental visit in 1981 was similar to the 1980 and
1979 proportions—50.1, 49.9, and 50.2, respectively.
Detailed data on the time interval since the last dental
visit are shown in table 19.

In 1981 there were approximately 1 billion con-
tacts with medical doctors (excluding visits to inpa-
tients in hospitals), an average of 4.6 per person (table
20). This rate is similar to those for the 2 previous
years (table D). The number of contacts per person per
year ranged from 4.0 for persons 17-24 years of age to
6.4 for persons 75 years of age and over. For persons,



Table E. Percent of population hospitalized by age, according to
number of episodes: United States, 1981

. 2 or more

Age 1 episode episodes
Totaleovviiiiiie e 80.9 19.1

Under 35 years of age............... 86.2 138
35~44 years of age...........ooeeueet 82.1 17.9
45-64 years of age..........oeennens 76.7 23.3
65 years of age and over........... 72.6 27.4

aged 17-64 years, women had more physician contacts
than men did. For those under 17 and those over 64
years of age, the rates were similar for both sexes.

Approximately 75 percent of the civilian noninsti-
tutionalized population contacted a medical doctor at
least once during the 12 months preceding the inter-
view (table 21). This percent has changed little over
the past 3 years (table D). The proportion of the
population contacting a doctor within a year is highest
among those over 64 (80.1 percent), followed by those
under 17 years of age (76.2 percent). The rate is almost
constant for those 17-64 years of age, approximately
72 percent. An estimated 3.7 percent of the population
had not contacted a physician in 5 years or more.

More extensive data on physician visits can be
found in the report titled “Physician Visits: Volume
and Interval Since Last Visit, United States, 1975
(Series 10, Number 128). Other estimates of ambulato-
ry medical care services by physicians are provided by
data from the National Ambulatory Medical Care
Survey (NAMCS). NAMCS is a probability sample
survey conducted yearly by the Division of Health
Care Statistics of the National Center for Health
Statistics. A summary of 1980 survey results is found
in Advance Data From Vital and Health Statistics,
Number 77.3

Seasonal variation

Tables 22-24 present quarterly estimates of acute
conditions, persons injured, and disability days. Fig-
ures 1-3 show these data for the past 6 years. The
quarterly estimates of acute conditions for 1981
resemble the estimates of 1976-80. Rates for persons
injured fluctuate both seasonally and annually. Re-
stricted-activity days and bed-disability days fluctuate
in a pattern similar to that of previous years, although
1981 figures most closely resemble those of 1980 and
1978 (figure 3).
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Figure 1. Incidence of all acute conditions and acute respiratory conditions per 100 persons per quarter



Persons injured per 100 persons per quarter
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Background

Contents of the 1981 questionnaire

Data on the incidence of acute conditions, limita-
tion of activity, persons injured, hospitalizations,
disability days, dental visits, physician visits, and the
prevalence of selected chronic conditions are collected
annually in the National Health Interview Survey. A
list of publications that contain detailed data on these
items for previous years is shown at the end of the text.

The 1981 National Health Interview Survey ques-
tionnaire contains questions on supplemental income
for which data are not collected every year. Also
included is a supplement on child health.

Sources and limitations of the data

The information from the National Health Inter-
view Survey presented in this report is based on data
collected in a continuing nationwide survey by house-
hold interview. Each week a probability sample of
households in the civilian noninstitutionalized popula-
tion of the United States is interviewed by personnel of
the U.S. Bureau of the Census. Information is obtained
about the health and other characteristics of each
member of the household.

During 52 sample weeks in 1981 the sample was
composed of approximately 41,000 households con-
taining about 107,000 persons living at the time of the
interview. The total noninterview rate was about 3.0
percent, of which 1.8 percent was due to respondent
refusal, and the remainder was primarily due to failure
to locate an eligible respondent at home after repeated
calls.

The population figures used in computing the
annual rates shown in this report appear in table 25.

A description of the survey design, the methods
used in estimation, and general qualifications of the
data obtained from the survey are presented in
appendix 1. Because the estimates shown in this report
are based on a sample of the population, they are
subject to sampling errors. Therefore, particular atten-

tion should be paid to the section titled “Reliability of
estimates.” Sampling errors for most of the estimates
are relatively low. However, where an estimated
number or the numerator or denominator of a rate or
percent is small, the sampling error may be high.
Charts of relative sampling errors and instructions for
their use are shown in appendix 1.

Certain terms used in this report are defined in
appendix II. Some of the terms have specified mean-
ings for the purpose of the survey. For example,
estimates of the incidence of acute conditions include,
with certain exceptions, those conditions that had
started during the 2-week period prior to the interview
and that involved either medical attention or restricted
activity. The exceptions, listed in appendix II, are
certain conditions, such as heart trouble and diabetes,
that are always considered to be chronic regardless of
duration or onset. .

Estimates of the number of disability days associ-
ated with acute conditions are derived from the
number of disability days experienced during the 2-
week period prior to the week of interview. The
estimates include all such days reported even if the
acute condition causing the disability had its onset
prior to the 2-week period. Disability days associated
with acute conditions are recorded on the basis of the
conditions. If an individual reports more than one
illness or injury on the same day, the count of
disability days will exceed the actual number of days
disabled, that is, person-days of disability.

Appendix III contains the questionnaire used in
the interview. Also shown are the cards used by the
interviewer to ask certain questions.

In this report, terms such as “similar” and “the
same” mean that no statistically significant difference
exists between the statistics being compared. Terms
relating to difference (for example, “greater” or “less™)
indicate that differences are statistically significant.
The t-test with a critical value of 1.96 (0.05 level of
significance) was used to test all comparisons that are
discussed. Lack of comment regarding the difference



between any two statistics does not mean the difference
was tested and found to be not significant.

Related publications in series 10

Series 10
number

76 Dental Visits: Volume and Interval Since Last
Visit, United States, 1969
82 Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 1970-June
1971
83 Prevalence of Selected Chronic Digestive
Conditions, United States, July-December
1968
84 Prevalence of Selected Chronic Respiratory
Conditions, United States, 1970
85 Current Estimates From the Health Interview
Survey, United States, 1972
87 Impairments Due to Injury, United States,
1971
88 Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 1971-June
1972
90 Disability Days, United States, 1971
94 Prevalence of Selected Chronic Circulatory
Conditions, United States, 1972
95 Current Estimates From the Health Interview
Survey, United States, 1973
96 Limitation of Activity and Mobility Due to
Chronic Conditions, United States, 1972
98 Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 1972-June
1973
99 Prevalence of Selected Impairments, United
States, 1971
100 Current Estimates From the Health Interview
Survey, United States, 1974
102 Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 1973-June
1974
105 Persons Injured and Disability Days by De-
tailed Type and Class of Accident, United
States, 1971-1972
107 Hospital Discharges and Length of Stay:
Short-Stay Hospitals, United States, 1972
109 Prevalence of Chronic Conditions of the
Genitourinary, Nervous, Endocrine, Metabol-
ic, and Blood and Blood-Forming Systems

111
112

114

115
116
118
119
120

124

125

126
128
130

132

134
136
137

138
139
140

and of Other Selected Chronic Conditions,
United States, 1973

Limitation of Activity due to Chronic Condi-
tions, United States, 1974

Health Characteristics of Persons With
Chronic Activity Limitation, United States,
1974

Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 1974-June
1975

Current Estimates From the Health Interview
Survey, United States, 1975

Persons Hospitalized by Number of Episodes
and Days Hospitalized in a Year, United
States, 1972

Disability Days, United States, 1975

Current Estimates From the Health Interview
Survey, United States, 1976

Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 1975-June
1976

Prevalence of Selected Chronic Skin and
Musculoskeletal Conditions, United States,
1976

Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 1976-June
1977

Current Estimates From the Health Interview
Survey, United States, 1977

Physician Visits: Volume and Interval Since
Last Visit, United States, 1975

Current Estimates From the Health Interview
Survey, United States, 1978

Acute Conditions, Incidence and Associated
Disability, United States, July 1977-June
1978

Prevalence of Selected Impairments, United
States, 1977

Current Estimates From the National Health
Interview Survey, United States, 1979

Health Characteristics of Persons with
Chronic Activity Limitation, United States,
1979

Dental Visits: Volume and Interval Since Last
Visit, United States, 1978 and 1979

Current Estimates from the National Health
Interview Survey, United States, 1980
Hearing Ability of Persons by Sociodemo-
graphic and Health Characteristics, United
States



References

1World Health Organization: Manual of the International Statisti-
cal Classification of Diseases, Injuries, and Causes of Death. Based
on the Recommendations of the Ninth Revision Conference, 1975.
Geneva. World Health Organization, 1977.

2National Center for Health Statistics: Utilization of short-stay
hospitals, anmual summary for the United States, 1980, by B. J.
Haupt. Vital and Health Statistics. Series 13-No. 64. DHEW Pub.
No. (PHS) 82-1725: Public Health Service. Washington. U.S.
Government Printing Office, Mar. 1982.

3National Center for Health Statistics: 1980 Summary: National
Ambulatory Medical Care Survey, by T. McLemore. Advance Data
From Vital and Health Statistics, No. 77. DHHS Pub. No. (PHS)
82-1250. Public Health Service. Hyattsville, Md. Feb. 22, 1982,

“National Center for Health Statistics: Health survey procedure:
concepts, questionnaire development, and definitions in the Health
Interview Survey. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 1-No. 2. Public Health Service. Washington. U.S.
Government Printing Office, May 1964.

SNational Center for Health Statistics: Health Interview Survey
Procedure, 1957-74. Vital and Health Statistics. Series 1-No. 11.
DHEW Pub. No. (HRA) 75-1311. Health Resources Administra-
tion. Washington. U.S. Government Printing Office, Apr. 1975.

§U.S. National Health Survey: The statistical design of the health
household interview survey, by W.R. Simmons. Health Statistics.
PHS Pub. No. 584—~A2. Public Health Service. Washington, D.C,,
July 1958.

'National Center for Health Statistics: Estimation and sampling
variance in the Health Interview Survey, by J. A. Bean. Vital and

Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Series 2-No. 38. Public
Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government Printing Office,
June 1970.

8National Center for Health Statistics: Quality control and meas-
urement of nonsampling error in the Health Interview Survey, by
D. A. Koons. Vital and Health Statistics. Series 2-No. 54. DHEW
Pub. No. (HSM) 73-1328. Health Services and Mental Health
Administration. Washington. U.S. Government Printing Office,
Mar. 1973.

9National Center for Health Statistics: Health interview responses
compared with medical records, by E. Balamuth. Vital and Health
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Series 2-No. 7. Public Health
Service. Washington. U.S. Government Printing Office, July 1965.

National Center for Health Statistics: Comparison of hospitaliza-
tion reporting in three survey procedures, by C. F. Cannell and F.
J. Fowler, Jr. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 8. Public Health Service. Washington. U.S.
Government Printing Office, July 1965.

INational Center for Health Statistics: Interview data on chronic
conditions compared with information derived from medical
records, by W. G. Madow. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub.
No. 1000-Series 2-No. 23. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, May 1967.

12National Center for Health Statistics: The influence of interview-
er and respondent psychological and behavioral variables on the
reporting in household interviews, by C. F. Cannell, F. J. Fowler,
Jr., and K. H. Marquis. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 26. Public Health Service. Washington. U.S.
Government Printing Office, Mar. 1968.



List of detailed tables

Annual estimates

Incidence of acute conditions

1. Incidence of acute conditions, percent distribution, and num-.

ber of acute conditions per 100 persons per year, by condi-
tion group, according to sex: United States, 1981 , , , . ., .

2. iIncidence of acute conditions and number of acute condi-
tions.per 100 persons per year, by age, sex, and condition
group: United States, 1981 , . . . ................

Disability associated with acute conditions

3. Days of restricted activity associated with acute conditions
and days of restricted activity per 100 persons per year, by
sex and condition group: United States, 1981, . ... .....

4. Days of bed disability associated with acute conditions and
.days of bed disability per 100 persons per year, by sex and
condition group: United States, 1981 . ......... .

5. Days of restricted activity associated with acute conditions
and days of restricted activity per 100 persons per year, by
age, sex, and condition group: United States, 1981, , .. ...

6. Days of bed disability associated with acute conditions and
days of bed disability per 100 persons per year, by age, sex,
and condition group: United States, 1981 . . ..........

7. Days lost from school associated with acute conditions and
days lost from school per 100 children (6-16 years) per year,
by sex and condition group: United States, 1981. . ... ...

8. Days lost from work associated with acute conditions and
days lost from work per 100 currently employed persons per
year, by age, sex, and condition group: United States,
1981 ...... eae e e e e e

Persons injured and associated disability

9. Number of persons injured and number of persons injured
per 100 persons per year, by class of accident, sex, and age:
United States, 1981, . ..... et e

10. Days of restricted activity associated with injury and days of
restricted activity per 100 persons per year, by class of acci-
dent, sex, and age: United States, 1981 . ............

11. Days of bed disability associated with injury and days of bed
disability per 100 persons per year, by class of accident, sex,
and age: UnitedStates, 1987 . . . v v v vt v vv v e v v v
Disability days for acute and chronic conditions

12. Days of disability and days of disability per person per year,
by sex and age: United States, 1981 . + . . v« v v v v v v v\

13. Days lost from school and days lost from school per child
6-16 years of age per year, by sex: United States, 1981 . . . .

10

1"

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

21

22

23

Limitation of activity due to chronic conditions

14. Number and percent distribution of persons with limitation
of activity due to chronic conditions, by degree of limitation
according to sex and age: United States, 19871 . ........

Hospitalization

15. Number of discharges from short-stay hospitals, number of
discharges per 100 persons per year, number of hospital days,
and average length of stay, by sex and age: United States,
based on data collected in health interviews in 1981. . .. ..

16. Number and percent distribution of persons with short-stay
hospital episodes during the past year by number of episodes,
according to sex and age: United States, based on data col-
lected in health interviewsin 1981.......... e e

17. Number of short-stay hospital days during the past year and
number of days per person with one hospital episode or
more, by number of episodes, sex, and age: United States,
based on data collected in health interviews in 1981. ... ..

Dental visits

18. Number of dental visits and number of dental visits per per-
son per year, by age and sex: United States, 1981 . . ... ..

19. Number and percent distribution of persons by time interval
since last dental visit according to sex and age: United States,
L=

Physician visits

20. Number of physician visits and number of physician visits per
person per year, by age and sex: United States, 1981

21. Number and percent distribution of persons by time interval
since last physician visit according to sex and age: United
States, 1987 . . ot v vt v et e e s e

Quarterly estimatas

22. Incidence of all acute conditions and acute respiratory con-
ditions per 100 persons per quarter, by sex and age: United

States, 1981, . . . ¢ v v i i i e e e st e
23. Number of persons injured per 100 persons per quarter, by
sex and age: United States, 1981 . ... ......... PP

24. Days of disability per person per quarter, by sex, type of dis-
ability, and age: United States, 19871. . . « . « v v v v o v v o4

Population table

25. Population used in computing annual rates shown in this pub-
lication, by sex and age: United States, 1981..........

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34



TABLE 1. INCIDENCE OF ACUTE CONDITIONS, PERCENT DISTRIBUTIONs AND NUMBER OF ACUTE CONDITIONS PER 100 PERSONS
PER YEARy BY CONDITION GROUP, ACCORDING TO SEX: UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on household interviews of the civillan noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix }1]

BOTH BOTH BOTH
CONDITION GROUP SEXES MALE FEMALE SEXES MALE FEMALE SEXES MALE FEMALE

NUMBER OF ACUTE CON-
INCIDENCE OF ACUTE PERCENT DITIONS PER 100
CONDITIONS IN THOUSANDS DISTRIBUTION PERSONS PER YEAR

- 478,047 2199525 258,522 100.0 ~ 100.0 100.0 212.4 202.2 221.9

ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS—-

INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC DISEASES-— 534185 239287 29,899 11.1 10.6 11.6 23.6 2Ll.4 25.7
COMMON CHILDHOQD DISEASES——— 34674 14914 1,760 0.8 0.9 0.7 1.6 1.8 1.5
VIRUSy N.O.S. 249144 10,583 13,562 5.1 4.8 52 1047 9.7 11.6
OTHER INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC

DISEASES 254367 10,790 144577 53 4e9 Se6 11.3 9.9 12.5

RESP IRATORY CONDIT IONS—————w—————— 2514802 115,710 1364092 5247 5247 5246 111.9 106.6 116.8
UPPER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS=——=—— 125,399 57,985 674414 26.2 2644 26.1 5547 53.4 57.9

COMMON COLD 93,4062 439458 49,604 19.5 19.8 19.2 41l.4 40.0 42.6

QTHER UPPER RESPIRATORY
CONDIT IONS 32,337 144527 17,811 6.8 6.6 649 l4.4 13.4 15.3
INFLUENZA 111,847 51,923 594924 23«4 23.7 232 49.7 47.8 51.4

INFLUENZA WITH DIGESTIVE
MANIFESTATIONS: 5,886 24642 34244 1.2 1.2 1.3 2.6 2+4 2.8
OTHER INFLUENZA 105,961 499281 56,680 22.2 22.4 21.9 47.1 4504 4847
OTHER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS=——— 144555 5,802 8,754 3.0 2.6 3e4 6.5 5.3 7.5
PNEUMONIA: 34270 14402 1,868 0.7 0.6 0.7 1.5 1.3 l.6
BRONCHITIS 64413 21494 34919 1.3 l.l 1.5 2.8 203 3e4
OTHER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS—— 449872 14906 24966 1.0 0.9 lel 2.2 1.8 2.5

L]

DIGESTIVE SYSTEM CONDITIONS=-———— 21,771 104691 11,080 446 4e9 4e3 9.7 9.8 95
DENTAL CONDITIONS 44869 23495 24374 1.0 l.1 0.9 2.2 2.3 2.0
FUNCTIONAL AND SYMPTOMATIC UPPER

GASTROINTESTINAL DISORDERS:

NeEeCe 11,214 59815 59399 2.3 2.6 2.1 - 5.0 5.4 4.6

OTHER DIGESTIVE SYSTEM .-
CONDITIONS 5,688 2:381 3,307 1.2 l.1 1.3 2.5 2.2 2.8
INJURIES T44660 424266 32,394 15.6 19.3 12.5 33.2 38.9 27.8
FRACTURESs DISLOCATIONSs SPRAINS,
AND STRAINS 234996 134942 10,054 5.0 64 3.9 10.7 12.8 8.6
FRACTURES AND DISLOCATIONS—— 84304 59135 34169 1.7 23 1.2 3.7 47 2.7
SPRAINS AND STRAINS——=— —— 154692 8,807 6,885 3.3 4.0 2.7 7.0 8.1 5.9
OPEN WOUNDS AND LACERATIONS———— 18,915 12+314 64601 440 Se6 2.6 8.4 11.3 5.7
CONTUSIONS AND SUPERFICIAL

INJURIES 154954 8,315 74639 3.3 3.8 3.0 7.1 1.7 6.6
OTHER CURRENT INJURIES—=———=m=n— 154794 74695 8,100 3.3 3.5 3el 7.0 7.1 7.0

ALL OTHER ACUTE CONDITIONS —_ 764629 274571 49,059 16.0 12.6 19.0 34.1 25.4 42.1
DISEASES OF THE EAR —— e 19,074 94184 94890 440 4e2 3.8 8.5 8.5 8.5
HEADACHES 4el4l 1,750 24391 0.9 0.8 0.9 1.8 1.6 2.1
GENITOURINARY DISORDERS——— — 13,132 2,061 11,070 2.7 0.9 4e3 5.8 1.9 9.5
DELIVERIES AND DISORDERS OF

PREGNANCY AND THE PUERPERIUM—— 5¢234 eee 54234 1.1 P 2.0 2.3 coe 4.5

DISEASES OF THE SKIN-——==—————e— 449765 29157 25609 1.0 1.0 1.0 2.1 2.0 2.2
DISEASES OF THE MUSCULOSKELETAL

SYSTEM 8,827 449032 49794 1.8 1.8 1.9 3.9 3.7 4el
ALL OTHER ACUTE CONDITIONS —_— 214456 8,386 13,071 4.5 3.8 5.1 9.5 7.7 11,2

NOTES: EXCLUDED FROM THESE STATISTICS ARE ALL CONDITIONS INVOLVING NEITHER RESTRICTED ACTIVITY NOR MEDICAL
ATTENTIONS
NeDeSe——NOT OTHERWISE SPECIFIED; NeEsCo——NOT ELSEWHERE CLASSIFIED.

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX Iy FIG-
URES I AND VI.

11



TABLE 2. INCIDENCE OF ACUTE CONDITIONS AND NUMBER OF ACUTE CONDITIONS PER 100 PERSONS PER YEARy BY AGEs
SEXy AND CONDITION GROUP: UNITED STATES, 1981

{Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given In appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix |1}

UNDER 45 UNDER 45
SEX AND CONDITION GROUP ALL 6 6-16 17-44 YEARS ALL 6 6-16 17-44 YEARS
AGES YEARS YEARS YEARS & DVER AGES YEARS YEARS VYEARS & OVER
INCIDENCE OF ACUTE CONDITIONS NUMBER OF ACUTE CONDITIONS PER
BOTH SEXES IN THOUSANDS 100 PERSONS PER YEAR

ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS~ 4784047 769434 1069979 211,373 834262 212.4 380.0 275.9 217.6 120.6

INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC
DISEASES 53,185 . 12,4015 144744 204957 59469 23.6 59.7 38.0 21.6 7.9
RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS-~— 251,802 40,078 574845 1084051 45,828 111.9 199.3 149.2 11ll.2 664
UPPER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS——=——==——= 125,399 259445 30,948 504025 18,981 55.7 126.5 79.8 51l.5 27.5

INFLUENZA~———————w—e——e 111,847 114464 249492 524566 23,326 49.7 57.0 632 S54.1 33.8
OTHER RESPIRATORY

CONDITIONS——=————rm—m— 144555 34168 24406 59460 3,521 6.5 15.8 602 5.6 Sel
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM

CONDIT IONS————m—mmme—— 214771 29039 51945 104262 3,526 9.7 10.1 15.3 10.6 5.1

INJURIES: 744660 74379 155629 364898 144754 33.2 3647 40.3 38.0 2le4
ALL OTHER ACUTE

CONDITIONS——————————me 764629 144922 12,4817 35,205 13,685 34.1 T4.2 33.1 36.2 19.8
MALE

ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS- 2194525 404599 55,033 90,411 339482 202.2 396.9 277.4 190.8 107.6

INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC

DISEASES 23,287 59758 T4453 84277 1,798 21.4 5643 37.6 17.5 5.8
RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS—— 115,710 2045955 294239 464548 18,968 106.6 204.9 147.4 98.2 61.0
UPPER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS———=——wm—m 57,985 13,803 14,805 21,825 74552 53«4 135.0 Tée6 4601 24.3
INFLUENZA— == 514923 59795 13,213 224766 104149 47.8. 5647 6646 48.0 32.6
OTHER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS==wm—mw 5+802 1,357 1,221 1,957 1,267 5.3 13.3 6.2 4ol 4el
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM
CONDITIONS~———————————m 10,691 1,502 3,202 44574 1,413 9.8 14.7 l6.1 9e7 4e5
INJURIES 424266 449190 94392 22,337 69347 38.9 41.0 4703 47.1 20.4
ALL OTHER ACUTE
CONDIT IONS~——————=mm—m 27,571 8,193 59747 89675 49955 254 80.1 290 18.3 15.9
FEMALE

ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS- 258,522 35,835 514946 120,962 49,779 221.9 36245 274.5 243.1 131.3

INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC

DISEASES 29,899 69257 75291 12,681 35671 257 63.3 38.5 25.5 9.7
RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS—— 136,092 19,122 28,606 61,503 269861 116.8 193.4 151.1 123.6 70.9
UPPER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS—=————-r—— 674414 11642 164143 28,200 11,430 57«9 117.8 85.3 5647 30.1
INFLUENZA—~———m 59,924 54669 11,278 294800 13,177 S5le4 573 59.6 59.9 34.8
OTHER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS——— — 84754 1,811 1,185 3,503 24254 T.5 18.3 6e3 7.0 5«9
OIGESTIVE. SYSTEM
CONDIT IONS~——~——=———mmm— 11,080 *536 23743 5,688 24112 9.5 *5.4 14.5 ll.4 Se6
INJURIES 325394 34190 69237 144561 89406 27.8 32.3 33.0 29.3 22.2
ALL OTHER ACUTE
CONDIT IONS————==—————m 494059 64729 74070 264530 84729 4241 68.1 374 53.3 23.0

NOTES: EXCLUDED FROM THESE STATISTICS ARE ALL CONDITIONS INVOLVING NEITHER RESTRICTED ACTIVITY NOR MEDICAL
ATTENTION.

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX I,
FIGURES I AND VI. :

12



TABLE 3. DAYS OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY ASSOCIATED WITH ACUTE CONDITIONS AND DAYS OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY PER 100
PERSONS PER YEARy BY SEX AND CONDITION GROUP: UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on household intarviews of the civillan noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix i. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

B80TH 80TH
CONDITION GROUP SEXES MALE FEMALE SEXES MALE FEMALE
DAYS OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY DAYS OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY
IN THOUSANDS PER 100 PERSONS PER YEAR
ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS— 241584450 905,569 1,252,881 959.1 834.1 14075.6
INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC DISEASES~— 2114368 86,837 1244531 93.9 80.0 106.9
COMMON CHILDHOOD DISEASES - 259735 '~ 124504 13,230 1l.4 11.5 1ll.4
VIRUSy NeOeSe 844589 33,4338 519251 37.6 30.7 44,0
OTHER INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC
DISEASES 1014045 40499 604050 44.9 37.8 51.6
RESPIRATORY CONDIT IONS: —— 9074638 404,095 503,543 403.3 372.2 432.3
UPPER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS=——— 3594580 159,734 199,846 159.8 147.1 171.6
COMMON COLD 261,781 118,540 143,241 116.3 109.2 123.0
OTHER UPPER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS 974799 41,194 564605 43.5 37.9 4846
INFLUENZA 4284252 189,393 238,859 190.3 174.4 205.1
INFLUENZA WITH DIGESTIVE
MANIFESTATIONS 16,720 649472 10,247 T4 6.0 8.8
OTHER I[NFLUENZA 411,532 182,921 228,612 182.9 16845 196.3
OTHER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS——— 119,806 544968 644838 53.2 50.6 55.7
PNEUMODNIA 534536 244662 28,874 23.8 22.7 24.8
BRONCHITIS 38+ 743 14,485 244258 17.2 13.3 20.8
OTHER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS—— 274527 15,820 11,707 12.2 14.6 10.1
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM CONDITIONS————— 97,762 384444 594317 4304 35.4 50.9
DENTAL CONDITIONS 17,707 89309 99398 To9 Te7 8.l
FUNCTIONAL AND SYMPTOMATIC UPPER
GASTROINTESTINAL DISORDERSe
NeEeCa 274175 10,199 164976 12.1 9.4 14.6
OTHER DIGESTIVE SYSTEM
CONDITIONS 52,880 ‘19,937 324943 23.5 18.4 2803
INJURIES 4924909 252,601 240,309 219.0 232.7 206.3
FRACTURESy DISLOCATIONSs SPRAINS,

AND STRAINS: 2674698 1404143 1274555 119.0 129.1 109.5
FRACTURES AND DISLOCATIONS==w=- 152,339 81,177 71,4162 67.7 T4.8 6le.1
SPRAINS AND STRAINS~———=————— 115,358 584965 564393 51.3 543 48.4

OPEN WOUNDS AND LACERATIONS————= 67+699 41,887 254812 30.1 38.6 2242
CONTUSIONS AND SUPERFICIAL
INJURIES 62,058 284067 33,991 27.6 25.9 29.2
OTHER CURRENT INJURIES——— - 954454 424504 524950 42.4 39.2 45.5
ALL OTHER ACUTE CONDITIONS 4484773 123,592 325,181 199.4 113.8 279.2
DISEASES OF THE EAR 61,553 269265 35,288 27.4 2642 30.3
HEADACHES 13,067 649358 64709 5.8 59 5.8
GENITOURINARY DISORDERS 704784 95210 614574 31.5 8.5 52.9
DELIVERIES AND DISORDERS GF
PREGNANCY AND THE PUERPERIUM—— 91,453 e 91,4453 406 ecoe 7845
DISEASES OF THE SKIN-—— - 13,467 64892 69575 6.0 6.3 5.6
DISEASES OF THE MUSCULOSKELETAL
SYSTEM 73,707 264829 464878 32.8 24.7 40.2
ALL OTHER ACUTE CONDITIONS 124,742 48,038 764704 55.4 442 65.9

NOTES: NeOoaSe~=NOT OTHERWISE SPECIFIED; NeEeCo~—NOT ELSEWHERE CLASSIFIED.

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX I, FIG~
URE II.
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TABLE 4. ODAYS OF BED DISABILITY ASSOCIATED WITH ACUTE CONDITIONS AND DAYS OF BED DISABILITY PER 100 PERSONS

PER YEAR, BY SEX AND CONDITION GROUP: UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

BOTH BOTH -
CONDITION GROUP SEXES MALE FEMALE SEXES MALE FEMALE
DAYS OF BED DISABILITY DAYS OF BED DISABILITY
IN THOUSANDS PER 100 PERSONS PER YEAR
ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS— - 942,870 375,919 566,951 419.0 346.3 48647
INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC DISEASES——~ 1104743 459249 659494 4942 41.7 5642
COMMON CHILDHOOD DISEASES 114425 64806 *44619 5.1 6.3 *440
VIRUSy NeDeSe 444385 17,001 274384 19.7 15.7 23.5
OTHER INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC
DISEASES 544933 21,442 33,491 24.4 19.8 2848
RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS —— 47549625 203,007 2724617 211.3 187.0 234.0
UPPER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS—-——— 151,255 62,939 88316 67.2 5840 75.8
COMMON COLD 104,000 43,910 604091 4642 40.4 51.6
OTHER UPPER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS 474255 19,029 289226 21.0 17.5 24.2
INFLUENZA 259,678 111,188 148490 115.4 102.4 127.5
INFLUENZA WITH DIGESTIVE
MANIFESTATIONS 94992 *44028 59964 44 *3,7 5.1
OTHER INFLUENZA } 2494686 107,160 1424526 110.9 98.7 122.4
OTHER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS=—=——— 644691 28,880 35,811 2847 2646 30.7
PNEUMONTIA: 324367 154255 17,112 léo.4 14.1 14.7
BRONCHITIS 194733 74077 12,4657 8.8 6.5 10.9
OTHER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS——- 12,4591 69549 62043 5.6 6.0 5.2
L 4
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM CONDITIONS-=———-—— 404566 164241 244325 18.0 15.0 20.9
DENTAL CONDITIONS 69732 *34229 *34503 3.0 *3.0 *3.0
FUNCTIONAL AND SYMPTOMATIC UPPER
GASTROINTESTINAL DISORDERS,
NeEeCo 11,580 *¥44115 71465 Sel *3.8 604
OTHER DIGESTIVE SYSTEM
CONDKTIONS 224254 8,898 13,4356 9.9 8.2 11.5
INJURIES 144,014 654330 184684 6440 602 67.6
FRACTURESs DISLOCATIONSs SPRAINSs
AND STRAINS 69,388 334542 354845 30.8 30.9 30.8
FRACTURES AND DISLOCATIONS——— 37+752 184249 194503 16.8 16.8 16.7
SPRAINS AND STRAINS———— — 31,636 154293 169343 léel l4.1 14.0
OPEN WOUNDS AND LACERATIONS——— 164617 84625 74993 T4 7.9 6.9
CONTUSIONS AND SUPERFICIAL
INJURIES 194363 74470 11,893 8.6 6.9 10.2
OTHER CURRENT INJURIES-—————r—— 383646 150694 22,952 17.2 14.5 19.7
ALL OTHER ACUTE CONDITIONS—=—~————- 171.922 464091 1254831 T6.4 42.5 108.0
DISEASES OF THE EAR 2319844 94635 144209 10.6 8.9 12.2
HEADACHES *5+400 *24246 *¥34154% *2.4 *2,1 *247
GENITOURINARY DISORDERS~—~ 344512 *54190 294322 15.3 *4.8 25.2
DELIVERIES AND DISORDERS OF
PREGNANCY AND THE PUERPERIUM=——- 364995 eee 364995 1644 cen 31.8
DISEASES OF THE SKIN-———————— *¥449698 *24258 *24440 *2.1 *2.1 *2.1
DISEASES OF THE MUSCULOSKELETAL
SYSTEM 184157 59585 12,571 8.1 Sel 10.8
ALL OTHER ACUTE CONDITIONS-—————- 484316 214176 274140 21.5 19.5 2343

NOTES: NeOoSe—NOT OTHERWISE SPECIFIED; No.E.Ce——NOT ELSEWHERE CLASSIFIED.

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX I,
URE Il
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TABLE 5. DAYS OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY ASSOCIATED WITH ACUTE CONDITIONS AND DAYS OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY PER 100
PERSONS PER YEARy BY AGEs SEXy AND CONDITION GROUP: UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on housshold interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey dssign, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I, Definitions of terms are given in appendix il}

UNDER 45 UNDER 45
SEX AND CONDITION GROUP ALL 6 6=16 17-44 YEARS ALL -] 6-16 17-44 YEARS
AGES YEARS YEARS YEARS & OVER AGES YEARS YEARS YEARS & OVER

DAYS OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY
BOTH SEXES DAYS OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY IN THOUSANDS PER 100 PERSONS PER YEAR

ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS= 2,158,450 213,355 321,287 9564758 6674051 959.1 14060.7 828.7 985.0 966.3

INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC

DISEASES 211,368 414734 554246 754401 38,4988 93.9 207.5 142.5 176 5605
RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS——— 907,638 1214262 1554975 358,228 2724173 40343 602.9 402.3 368.8 394.3
UPPER RESPIRATORY
CONDIT IONS === 3594580 624169 139252 147,357 764802 159.8 309.1 188.9 151.7 111.3
INFLUENZ A= 428,252 42,318 689884 1769484 1404567 190.3 210.4 177.7 181.7 203.6
OTHER RESPIRATORY ’
CONDITJONS =———w—e e 119,806 16,775 13,839 34,388 54,804 53.2 83.4 35.7 35.4 794
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM
CONDIT IONS=— e 974762 *44342 14,868 G449197 344356 43.4 *21.6 3844 45.5 4948
INJURIES 492,909 89333 589428 253,085 1734064 219.0 4le4 150.7 2605 250.7
ALL OTHER ACUTE
CONDIT IONS === == e 448773 374685 369771 2254847 1484471 199.4 187.4 94.8 232.5 215.1
MALE
ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS- 9059569 117,245 157,131 378,854 2524339 834.1 19146.3 791.9 799.6 810.9

INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC

DISEASES 864837 204181 254677 274247 13,732 80.0 197.3 129.4 57.5 44,1
RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS—- 404,095 664054 769869 150,800 110,372 372.2 645.8 ~ 387.4 318.3 354.7
UPPER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS 1594734 349554 349490 634876 264814 147.1 337.8 173.8 134.8 8642
INFLUENZA=———————e—em— 189,393 224423 35,952 739983 574035 174.4 219.2 181.2 156.1 183.3
OTHER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS—~—- - 544968 94077 69427 12,941 264523 50.6 88.7 32.4 27.3 85.2
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM
CONDIT IONS—~=w=m——————— 384444 *3,4260 62477 164208 12,500 35.4 *31.9 32.6 34.2 40462
INJURIES 252,601 5,688 329943 145,219 6849750 232.7 55.6 16640 306.5 220.9
ALL OTHER ACUTE
CONDIT IONS === —m— e 1234592 224063 154166 39,380 469984 113.8 215.7 16.4 83.1 151.0
FEMALE

ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS- 1,252,881 969109 1644155 577,904 4145712 1,075.6 972.2 86743 14161.5 1,093.9

INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC

DISEASES 1244531 214552 294569 484154 2549256 106.9 218.0 156.2 96.8 6646
RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS—-—- 503,543 55,208 79,106 207+428 1614800 432.3 558.4 41840 41649 426.8
UPPER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS===w=—————— 199,846 274615 384762 83,481 49,988 171.6 279.3 204.8 167.8 131.9
INFLUENZA—=~~===e—=—= 238,859 19,895 324932 102,500 83,532 205.1 201.2 174.0 206.0 220.3
OTHER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS=—=w——mm——— 64,838 7698 74412 214447 28,4281 55.7 77.9 39.2 43.1 T4eb
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM
CONDIT IONS———=—==———em—— 59,317 *1,082 84391 274589 214856 50.9 *10.9 4443 56.3 57.7
INJURIES 2404309 *2,645 259485 1074866 104,314 206.3 *26.8 134.6 21648 275.2
ALL OTHER ACUTE
CONDITIONS=—==———————m 325,181 154622 21,605 1864467 101,487 279.2 158.0 ll4.1 374.8 267.7

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX I, FIGURE
11,

15



TABLE 6. DAYS OF BED DISABILITY ASSOCIATED WITH ACUTE CONDITIONS AND DAYS OF BED DISABILITY PER 100 PERSONS PER
YEARs BY AGEs SEXs AND CONDITION GROUP: UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix |i]

UNDER 45 UNDER 45
SEX AND CONDITION GROUP ALL 6 6-16 17-44 YEARS ALL 6 6-16 17-44  YEARS
AGES YEARS YEARS YEARS & OVER AGES YEARS YEARS YEARS & OVER

DAYS OF BED DISABILITY PER
BOTH SEXES DAYS OF BED DISABILITY IN THOUSANDS 100 PERSONS PER YEAR

ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS~ 942,870 1069015 1625293 3984734 275,829 419.0 527.1 418.6 41045 399.6

INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC

DISEASES 110,743 224513 33,921 374014 17,295 49.2 111.9 8745 38.1 25.1
RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS-—- 4754625 62,283 965193 1804499 1365650 211.3 309.6 248.1 185.8 198.0
UPPER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS—=—— 1514255 254514 38,620 58¢298 284823 67.2 126.8 99.6 60.0 4l.8
INFLUENZAw———mmmemrme 2594678 264533 505023 104,045 794077 115.4 131.9 129.0 107.1 114.6
OTHER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS~————=——— 644691 104236 74550 18,156 284750 2847 50.9 19.5 18.7 41.6
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM
CONDIT IONS —————r——m———— 404566 *1,398 64505 18,731 13,932 18.0 *7.0 16.8 19.3 2042
INJURIES 1444014 *24433 11,267 765731 53,583 64.0 *12.1 29.1 79.0 77.6
ALL OTHER ACUTE
CONDIT IONS=————=———=———— 171.922 17,388 144406 85,758 54,369 764 86+4 37.2 88.3 T78.8
MALE
ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS- 375,919 57,373 T44205 145,291 99,051 346.3 560.9 374.0 306.7 318.3

INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC

DISEASES 4594249 11,058 15,182 13,198 55811 41.7 108.1 7645 27.9 - 18.7
RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS—~— 203,007 33,4798 464012 71,604 514593 187.0 330.4 231.9 151.1 165.8
UPPER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS - 624939 14,127 17,116 224109 9,587 5820 138.1 86.3 467 30.8
INFLUENZA—~——————— 111,188 14,4040 25,358 434109 2849681 102.4 137.3 127.8 91.0 92.2
OTHER RESPIRATORY
CONDITJONS~——~— - 28+880 54631 *3,539 64386 13,325 2646 55«1 *17.8 13.5 42.8
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM
CONDIT IONS——~—————wm——m 164241 *1,049 *24725 74659 *4,808 15.0 *¥10.3 *13.7 16.2 *15.5
INJURIES 654330 *1,4716 *4 4406 41,368 17,4840 60.2 *1648 *22.2 87.3 57.3
ALL OTHER ACUTE .
CONDIT IONS—— ——— 464091 9,753 54879 114461 184999 425 95.4 2946 2442 6l.1
FEMALE
ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS- 56649951 48,642 88,088 253,443 1764778 48647 492.0 465.4 509.4 46643

INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC

DISEASES 6541494 11,4455 184739 23,816 11,485 5642 115.9 99.0 47.9 30.3
RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS—-- 272,617 284 485 50,181 108,895 854057 23420 288.1 265.1 21849 22444
UPPER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS— — 884316 11,387 214504 369189 194236 75.8 115.2 113.6 72.7 50.7
INFLUENZA————m—m—— 148,490 12,4493 244665 604936 504396 127.5 126.4 130.3 122.5 132.9
OTHER RESPIRATORY
CONDITIONS———————m 354811 *44605 *44011 11,770 154425 30.7 *46.6 *21.2 23.7 40.7
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM
CONDIT IONS————————————— 244325 *350 *3,780 11,072 99124 2049 *3.5 *20.0 223 24.1
INJURIES 78,684 *717 6,861 35,363 35,743 67.6 *¥7.3 36.2 711 94.3
ALL OTHER ACUTE
CONDIT IONS————————— 125,831 7+636 89528 T44+298 35,370 108.0 77.2 45.1 149.3 93.3

: THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX I, FIGURE
Ie
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TABLE 7« DAYS LOST FROM SCHODL ASSOCIATED WITH ACUTE CONDITIONS AND DAYS LOST FROM SCHOOL PER 100
CHILDREN (6-16 YEARS) PER YEAR; BY SEX AND CONDITION GROUP: UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix I1]

BOTH BOTH
CONDITION GROUP SEXES MALE FEMALE SEXES MALE FEMALE
DAYS LOST FROM SCHOOL DAYS LOST FROM SCHOOL PER

IN THOUSANDS 100 CHILDOREN PER YEAR

ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS 1694126 784624 90,501 43642 39643 47842
INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC DISEASES————— 32,4530 13,771 18,760 83.9 69.4 99.1
RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS 985145 47,128 51,018 253.2 237.5 269.6
UPPER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS———————— 444240 204580 234659 11l4.1 103.7 125.0
INFLUENZA - 464328 244132 224196 119.5 121.6 117.3
OTHER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS————————— 14577 *2+415 54162 19.5 *12.2 27.3
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM CONDITIONS Ty 737 3+587 49150 2040 18.1 21.9
INJURIES 14,147 T+841 649306 36.5 3945 33.3
ALL OTHER ACUTE CONDITIONS 16,566 64297 104268 42.7 31.7 54.3

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN AP~
PENDIX I FIGURE II.
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TABLE 8. DAYS LOST FROM WORK ASSOCIATED WITH ACUTE CONDITIONS AND DAYS LOST FROM WORK PER 100
CURRENTLY EMPLOYED PERSONS PER YEARs BY AGEs SEXs AND CONDITION GROUP: UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the raliability of the estimataes are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix i1]

ALL AGES- 45 ALL AGES~ 45
SEX AND CONDITION GROUP 17 YEARS 17-44 YEARS 17 YEARS 17~44 YEARS
& OVER YEARS & OVER &€ OVER YEARS & OVER

DAYS LOST FROM WORK PER

BOTH SEXES DAYS LOST FROM WORK 100 CURRENTLY EMPLOYED
IN THOUSANDS PERSONS PER YEAR
ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS 3384 445 247,205 91,240 337.4 355.5 296+4
INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC DISEA SES——————— 26,881 21,552 54330 26.8 31.0 17.3
RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS 1414275 984550 424724 140.8 141.7 138.8
UPPER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS———————=- 469068 334359 12,709 45.9 48.0 4l1.3
INFLUENZA 764648 544576 22,071 T76.4 78.5 Tl.7
OTHER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS———————— 184559 105615 71944 18.5 15.3 25.8
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM CONDITIONS-——=——————— 169762 13,835 *24927 16.7 19.9 *9,5
INJURIES 975069 71,021 264048 96 .8 102.1 8446
ALL OTHER ACUTE CONDIT IONS 564458 424247 144211 5643 60.8 4602
MALE
ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS 171,295 123,075 48,220 298.7 315.4 263.1
INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC DISEASES - 12,093 8,797 *3,296 2l.1 2245 *18.0
RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS T49643 509864 23,779 13062 130.4 129.8
UPPER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS——-——m-— 224060 164543 54517 38.5 42.4 30.1
INFLUENZA 41730 28,701 13,029 72.8 7346 7l.1
OTHER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS—==——=—— 10,853 55620 59233 18.9 14.4 28.6
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM CONDITIONS———————— 84547 74151 *1,4396 14.9 18.3 *7.6
INJURIES 57,285 444364 12,921 99.9 113.7 T70.5
ALL OTHER ACUTE CONDITIONS 18,728 11,900 64828 32.7 30.5 37.3
FEMALE

ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS 167+149 1244130 434020 388.9 406.7 345.3
INFECTIVE AND PARASITIC DISEASES————=— 14,788 12,755 *¥24034 34.4 4l.8 *1603
RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS 669632 474687 18,945 155.0 156.2 152.1
UPPER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS~—————— 244008 164816 7+192 55.9 55.1 57.7
INFLUENZA 34,4918 254876 94042 81.2 84.8 T72.6
OTHER RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS~————— 74706 44995 *2,711 17.9 16.4 *21.8
DIGESTIVE SYSTEM CONDITIONS—~———————o 89215 69684 *] 4531 19.1 21.9 *12.3
INJURIES 39,784 264658 130127 92.6 87.3 105.4

ALL OTHER ACUTE CONDITIONS 37,730 30,347 7,383 87.8 99.4 59.3

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN AP-
PENDIX 1, FIGURE 1l.
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TABLE 9. NUMBER OF PERSONS INJURED AND NUMBER OF PERSONS INJURED PER 100 PERSONS PER YEARs BY CLASS OF ACCIDENT,
SEXs AND AGE: UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |, Definitions of terms are given in appendix (1]

CLASS OF ACCIDENT

SEX AND AGE TOTAL MOVING MOTOR VEHICLE
WHILE
AT HOME OTHER
TOTAL TRAFFIC WORK
BOTH SEXES NUMBER OF PERSONS INJURED IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGES 70,252 5,019 49543 11,291 264909 294812
UNDER 6 YEARS—— 74284 *426 *426 cee 49170 24791
6—16 YEARS: ) 14,828 782 727 ece 594301 84745
17-44 YEARS 344364 %y308 35034 84711 104041 144534
45-64 YEARS 94232 *503 *355 29532 34863 24731
65 YEARS AND OVER 49544 - - *48 34534 1,010
MALE
ALL AGES: 404053 24424 24101 94074 13,388 17,521
UNDER 6 YEARS 44094 - - vee 2+416 1,732
6=-16 YEARS 8,885 *550 *495 soe 24826 54509
17-44 YEARS 204974 1,674 le454 7250 59058 89948
45-64 YEARS 44380 *200 *152 1777 19615 1,085
65 YEARS AND OVER 14719 - - *48 19472 *247
FEMALE
ALL AGES 30,199 24595 24442 24216 134521 12,291
UNDER 6 YEARS 3,190 *¥426 *426 ese 1,755 1,059
6=16 YEARS 59942 *232 *232 cee 2474 3,236
L7-44 YEARS 13,389 le634 1,580 1,461 4,983 52587
4#5-64 YEARS 44852 ' *303 *#203 755 29248 14646
65 YEARS AND OVER 24825 - - - 29062 763
BOTH SEXES NUMBER OF PERSONS INJURED PER 100 PERSONS PER YEAR
ALL AGES - 31.2 2.2 2.0 Se0 12.0 13.2
UNDER 6 YEARS ' 36.2 2.1 *¥2.1 e 20.7 13.9
6—=16 YEARS 38.2 2.0 1.9 cae 13.7 22.6
17-44 YEARS 35.4 3.4 3.1 9.0 10.3 15.0
45-64 YEARS 20.9 ¥l.l *0.8 5.7 8.7 6e2
65 YEARS AND OVER 18.3 - - *0.2 l4.2 4ol
MALE
ALL AGES 36.9 2.2 1.9 8.4 12.3 16.1
UNDER 6 YEARS 40.0 - - cee 23.6 16.9
6~16 YEARS 448 *2.8 *¥2.5 ase 14.2 27.8
17-44 YEARS 4443 345 3.1 15.3 10.7 18.9
45-64 YEARS 20.9 *1.0 *0.7 8.5 17 5.2
65 YEARS AND OVER T 16.9 - - *0.5 14.5 *2.4
FEMALE
ALL AGES 25.9 2.2 2.1 1.9 11l.6 10.6
UNDER & YEARS 32.3 *4.3 *4,3 ces 17.8 10.7
6-16 YEARS 31l.4 *l.2 *l.2 e 13.1 17.1
17-44 YEARS 2649 3.3 3.2 2.9 10.0 ll.2
45-64 YEARS 20.9 *1.3 *0.9 3.2 9.7 7.1
65 YEARS AND OVER 19.2 - - - 14.0 5.2

NOTES: EXCLUDED FROM THESE STATISTICS ARE ALL CONDITIONS INVOLVING NEITHER RESTRICTED ACTIVITY NOR MEDICAL ATTEN-
TION.

THE SUM OF DATA FOR THE FOUR CLASSES OF ACCIDENTS MAY BE GREATER THAN THE TOTAL BECAUSE THE CLASSES ARE NOT
MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE.

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX I, FIGURES
1 AND VI.
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TABLE 10. DAYS OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY ASSOCIATED WITH INJURY AND DAYS OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY PER 100 PERSONS PER

YEAR,y

BY CLASS OF ACCIDENT, SEX»

AND AGE: UNITED STATES,

1981

[Data are basad on household interviaws of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualiifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1)

CLASS OF ACCIDENT

SEX AND AGE TOTAL MOVING MOTOR VEHICLE
WHILE
AT HOME OTHER
TOTAL TRAFFIC WORK
80TH SEXES DAYS OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGES 804,106 1394343 1264144 214,873 2194190 279,954
UNDER 6 YEARS 84232 *337 *337 cee *449446 *3,500
6=16 YEARS 614189 64585 *5,171 oo 19+005 364292
17-44 YEARS 369,339 844296 764822 127,913 61,180 122,856
45-64 YEARS 2214542 364380 32,873 774380 574942 69,526
65 YEARS AND OVER 1434804 11,746 104941 9,583 764618 47,780
MALE
ALL AGES 429,080 70,186 59,715 163,037 81,110 1554608
UNDER & YEARS *59394 - - ene *35261 *24133
6-16 YEARS 34,692 *2,358 *2,358 eee 92290 239044
17-44 YEARS 2259643 449669 37,605 98,071 304151 734753
45-64 YEARS 1194326 204259 164905 584966 214266 364772
65 YEARS AND OVER 444025 *24899 *29846 5,999 174143 19,905
FEMALE
ALL AGES 3759026 69158 6649430 514837 138,080 124,346
UNDER & YEARS *2,838 *337 *337 o *1,185 *1,366
6-16 YEARS 264497 *49227 *2,813 Y} 9,716 13,248
17-44 YEARS 1434695 39,627 39,217 29,4840 31,029 494103
45-64 YEARS 102,216 165121 15969 18,414 364676 324754
65 YEARS AND" QVER 99,780 89847 89095 *3,583 59¢475 2T+875
BOTH SEXES DAYS OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY PER 100 PERSONS PER YEAR
ALL AGES 357.3 6l.9 S6el 9545 97.4 124.4
UNDER 6 YEARS 409 *1.7 *la.7 e *22.1 *17.4
6~16 YEARS 157.8 17.0 *¥13.3 eoe 49.0 93.6
17-44 YEARS 380.2 86.8 79.1 131.7 6340 126.5
45-64 YEARS 501.5 8243 - The4 175.2 131.2 1574
65 YEARS AND OVER 5787 47.3 44.0 38.6 308.3 192.3
MALE
ALL AGES: 395.2 6446 55.0 150.2 T4.7 143.3
UNDER 6 YEARS *52,7 - - oo ¥31.9 *20.9
6-16 YEARS 174.8 *11.9 *11.9 ese 46.8 116.1
17-44 YEARS 47642 94e3 194 207.0 63,6 155.7
4#5-64 YEARS 569.6 96.7 80.7 281.5 101.5 175.5
65 YEARS AND OVER 432.9 *28.5 *28.0 59.0 168.6 195.7
FEMALE
ALL AGES 322.0 59.4 57.0 4405 118.5 106.8
UNDER 6 YEARS *28.7 *¥3.4 *3.4 cae *12.0 *13.8
6—16 YEARS 140.0 *22.,3 *14.9 cse Sle3 7040
17-44 YEARS 288.8 79.6 78.8 60.0 62.4 98.7
45—-64 YEARS 44040 69.4 68.7 79.3 157.9 141.0
65 YEARS AND OVER 679.7 6043 55.1 *2404 405.1 189.9

NOTES: INCLUDES DISABILITY DAYS ASSOCIATED WITH CURRENT

INJURIES AND IMPAIRMENTS DUE TO INJURY.

THE SUM OF DATA FOR THE FOUR CLASSES OF ACCIDENTS MAY BE GREATER THAN THE TOTAL BECAUSE THE CLASSES ARE NOT

MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE.

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX I, FIGURE

11.
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TABLE 1l. DAYS OF BED DISABILITY ASSOCIATED WITH INJURY AND DAYS OF BED DISABILITY PER 100 PERSONS PER YEAR, B8Y

CLASS OF ACCIDENT; SEXs AND AGE: UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

CLASS OF ACCIDENT

SEX AND AGE TOTAL MOVING MOTOR VEHICLE
WHILE
AT HOME OTHER
TOTAL TRAFFIC WORK '
BOTH SEXES DAYS OF BED DISABILITY IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGES 194,818 369289 334306 43,957 534479 704161
UNDER 6 YEARS *2,581 - - eee *1y144 *1,487
6—16 YEARS 10:454 *1,817 *1,817 ece *3,522 *¥55115
17-44 YEARS 859350 214940 19,4910 26:114 134251 294639
45-64 YEARS 564345 79924 65971 16+ 628 12,905 224311
65 YEARS AND OVER 404089 *44608 *44608 *14215 224657 11,609
MALE
ALL AGES 924715 150611 12,732 30,959 17,098 364826
UNDER 6 YEARS *14670 - - .o *894 *776
6—16 YEARS *44942 *416 *416 oo *1,351 *3,175
17-44 YEARS 464195 11,630 99703 184976 64077 144245
4#5-64 YEARS 254774 *¥2,700 *1y747 11,4802 *3,091 11,4229
65 YEARS AND OVER 14,133 *866 *866 *181 5:684 74402
FEMALE
ALL AGES 102,103 204677 204574 12,997 36,381 33,334
UNDER 6 YEARS *910 - - Y *250 *710
6-16 YEARS 5¢511 *¥1,401 *1,401 ase *24171 *1,940
17-44 YEARS 394155 104310 10:207 79138 T:174 154394
45-64 YEARS 30,571 *5,224 %5224 *44825 94815 11,083
65 YEARS AND OVER 259956 *34742 ¥3,742 *1,034 164972 *44207
BOTH SEXES DAYS OF BED DISABILITY PER 100 PERSONS PER YEAR
ALL AGES 86.6 léel 14.8 19.5 23.8 31.2
UNDER 6 YEARS: *12.8 - - oo *5.7 *Te4
6—16 YEARS 270 *4.7 *4.7 eee *9.1 *13.2
L7-44 YEARS 87.9 22.6 2005 269 13.6 30.5
45-64 YEARS 127.5 17.9 15.8 37.6 29.2 5045
65 YEARS AND OVER: 161.3 *18.5 *18.5 *4.9 9l.2 4607
MALE
ALL AGES 85.4 14.4 11.7 28.5 15.7 33.9
UNDER 6 YEARS: *16e3 - - eee *8.7 *7.6
6-16 YEARS *24.9 *¥2.1 *2.1 cee *6.8 *16.0
17-44 YEARS 97.5 2445 20.5 4041 12.8 30.1
45-64 YEARS 123.0 *12.9 *8.3 5643 *14.8 53.6
65 YEARS AND OVER 139.0 *8.5 *845 *l.8 55.9 72.8
FEMALE
ALL AGES 87.7 17.8 17.7 11.2 31.2 28.6
UNDER 6 YEARS ¥9,2 - - ene *2.5 *7T.2
6-16 YEARS 29.1 *¥T.4 *Te4 cee *11.5 *10.2
17-44 YEARS 78.7 20.7 205 14.3 l4e4 30.9
45-64 YEARS: 131.6 *22.5 *22.5 *20.8 4242 47.7
65 YEARS AND QVER 176.8 *25.5 *25.5 *7.0 115.6 *28.7
NOTES: INCLUDES DISABILITY DAYS ASSOCIATED WITH CURRENT INJURIES AND IMPAIRMENTS DUE TO INJURY.
THE SUM OF DATA FOR THE FOUR CLASSES OF ACCIDENTS MAY BE GREATER THAN THE TOTAL BECAUSE THE CLASSES ARE NOT
MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE.
THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX I, FIGURE

II.
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TABLE 12. DAYS OF DISABILITY AND DAYS OF DISABILITY PER PERSON PER YEAR,

STATES,

1981

BY SEX AND AGE: UNITED

[Data are based on household interviews of the civillan noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the astimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix ]

RESTRICTED BED-
SEX AND AGE ACTIVITY DISABILITY WORK-LOSS
DAYS DAYS DAYS
BOTH SEXES DAYS OF DISABILITY IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGES 45,295,773 1,553,428 491,781
UNDER 17 YEARS 6204948 2844872 see
17-24 YEARS 3954648 162,809 86+071
25-44 YEARS 1,073,097 361,530 235,077
45-64 YEARS 152144615 396, 808 1564925
65 YEARS AND OVER 991,465 3474409 13,707
MALE
ALL AGES 1,880,132 6344377 262,062
UNDER 17 YEARS 3284255 143,918 coe
17-24 YEARS 156,107 554854 39,251
25-44 YEARS 458,887 130,023 123,246
45-64 YEARS 5544337 1634275 90,713
65 YEARS AND OVER 382,546 141,308 84851
FEMALE
ALL AGES 244154641 919,051 229,719
UNDER 17 YEARS 2924693 140,954 vee
17-24 YEARS 239,542 1064955 464820
25~44 YEARS 6144210 231,507 111,831
45-64 YEARS 6604279 233,533 664213
65 YEARS AND OVER 608,918 2064101 4,855
BOTH SEXES DAYS OF DISABILITY PER PERSON PER YEAR
ALL AGES 19.1 6.9 4.9
UNDER 17 YEARS 10.5 4.8 vee
17-24 YEARS 12.0 4.9 4.1
25~44 YEARS 16.7 5.6 4.8
45~64 YEARS 27.5 9.0 5.7
65 YEARS AND OVER 39.9 1440 442
MALE
ALL AGES 17.3 5.8 4.6
UNDER 17 YEARS 10.9 4.8 cee
17-24 YEARS 9.6 3.4 3.5
25~44 YEARS 14.7 442 4ot
45-64 YEARS 2645 7.8 5.6
65 YEARS AND QOVER 37.6 13.9 4ab
FEMALE
ALL AGES 20.7 7.9 5.3
UNDER 17 YEARS 10.2 449 vos
17-24 YEARS 14.2 663 4.8
25-44 YEARS 18.7 7.0 5.4
45-64 YEARS 28.4 10.1 5.9
65 YEARS AND OVER 41.5 14.0 3.8

NOTES: WORK LOSS REPORTED FOR CURRENTLY EMPLOYED PERSONS AGED 17 YEARS AND OVER.

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN AP-
PENDIX I, FIGURE II.
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TABLE 13. DAYS LOST FROM SCHOOL AND DAYS LOST FROM SCHOOL PER CHILD 6-16 YEARS OF AGE PER YEAR,

BY SEX: UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey dasign, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

AGE

BOTH SEXES MALE - FEMALE

ALL AGES— 6-16 YEARS

DAYS LOST FROM SCHOOL IN THOUSANDS

191,420 91,884 99,536

NUMBER OF SCHOOL-LDSS DAYS PER CHILD PER YEAR

ALL AGES— 6-16 YEARS

4e9 4.6 53

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FDUND IN

APPENDIX Iy FIGURE II.
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TABLE 1l4. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS WITH LIMITATION OF ACTIVITY DUE TO CHRONIC CONDITIONS,

OF LIMITATION ACCORDING TO SEX AND AGE: UNITED STATES, 1981

B8Y DEGREE

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and

information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 1]

WITH WITH
WITH LIMITATION WITH NO WITH LIMITATION WITH NO
TOTAL ACTIVITY IN MAJOR ACTIVITY TOTAL ACTIVITY IN MAJOR ACTIVITY

SEX AND AGE POPULATION LIMITATION ACTIVITY LIMITATION POPULATION LIMITATION ACTIVITY LIMETATION

BOTH SEXES NUMBER IN THOUSANDS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION

ALL AGES————— 225,048 32,309 244552 1925739 100.0 144 10.9 85.6
UNDER 17 YEARS~————- 58,883 24216 1,153 564666 100.0 3.8 2.0 96.2
17-44 YEARS — 974137 89151 52219 885986 100.0 8e4 5.4 91.6
45-64 YEARS—————— 444179 104574 89444 335605 100.0 23.9 19.1 7601
65 YEARS AND OVER~— 244849 11,368 99736 134481 100.0 45.7 39.2 5443

MALE

ALL AGES———7— 108,567 15,806 12,4233 92,762 100.0 14.6 11.3 85.4
UNDER 17 YEARS——— 30,070 14312 707 285758 100.0 L 2.4 95.6
17-44 YEARS——————— 47,380 49238 29686 439142 100.0 8.9 5.7 9l.1
45-64 YEARS——— 204948 59214 44293 154734 100.0 24.9 20.5 TSe.1
65 YEARS AND OVER—— 104169 54042 49548 55128 100.0 49.6 447 50«4

FEMALE

ALL AGES— 1165481 164504 12,318 99,977 100.0 14.2 10.6 85.8
UNDER 17 YEARS—————- 284813 905 446 27,908 100.0 3.1 1.5 96.9
17-44 YEARS~——————— 494757 34913 24534 454844 100.0 7.9 5.1 92.1
45-64 YEARS———————— 23,231 59360 45151 17,871 100.0 23.1 17.9 T6.9
65 YEARS AND OVER—— 144680 69326 59188 8,353 100.0 43.1 35.3 56.9

NOTES: MAJOR ACTIVITY REFERS TO ABILITY TO WORK, KEEP HOUSE, OR-ENGAGE IN SCHOOL OR PRESCHOOL ACTIVITIES.

FOR OFFICIAL POPULATION ESTIMATES FOR MORE GENERAL USE,
OF THE UNITED STATESy IN CURRENT POPULATION REPORTS: SERIES P-20s P-25,

AND P-60.

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX I,

AND VII.

24

SEE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS REPORTS ON THE CIVILIAN POPULATION

FIGURES IV



TABLE 15. NUMBER OF DISCHARGES FROM SHORT-STAY HOSPITALS, NUMBER OF DISCHARGES PER 100 PERSONS PER
YEARy NUMBER OF HOSPITAL DAYS, AND AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY, BY SEX AND AGE: UNITED STATES, BASED
ON DATA COLLECTED IN HEALTH INTERVIEWS IN 1981

[Data are bated on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1, Definitions of terms are given in appendix I1]

BOTH BOTH
AGE SEXES MALE FEMALE SEXES MALE FEMALE
NUMBER OF DISCHARGES NUMBER OF DISCHARGES PER 100
IN THOUSANDS PERSONS PER YEAR
ALL AGES 31,979 12,777 19,201 14.2 11.8 16.5
UNDER 17 YEARS 34845 24079 1,766 6.5 6.9 6cl
17-24 YEARS 44668 1,131 34537 14.1 7.0 21.0
25-34 YEARS 54592 1,356 49237 14.8 T4 21.9
35-44 YEARS 3,087 1,216 1,870 11.7 9.5 13.8
45-64 YEARS T+741 3+806 34935 17.5 18.2 16.9
65 YEARS AND OVER———————-———— 74046 3,189 39857 28.4 3l.4 26.3
NUMBER OF HOSPITAL DAYS AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY

IN THOUSANDS

ALL AGES 236.785 107,672 129,113 T4 84 6.7
UNDER 17 YEARS 204673 12,383 84290 5.4 6.0 4e7
17-24 YEARS 22,783 61474 169309 4.9 57 4.6
25-34 YEARS 31,283 9,606 214677 5.6 T.1 5.1
35-44 YEARS - 224211 9,818 12,393 Te2 8.1 6+6
45-64 YEARS 69,182 364278 32,904 8.9 9.5 8.4
65 YEARS AND OVER 704653 33,112 374541 10.0 10.4 9.7

NOTES: THESE STATISTICS ARE BASED ON DATA COLLECTED IN HOUSEHOLD HEALTH INTERVIEWS. THEY WILL
DIFFER FROM THOSE REPORTED BY THE NCHS'S HOSPITAL DISCHARGE SURVEY AND OTHER STUDIES BECAUSE OF
DIFFERENCES IN THE POPULATION COVEREDs THE SOURCES OF DATAy AND TYPES OF HOSPITALS INCLUDEDy EeGes
DATA IN THIS REPORT INCLUDE VETERANS ADMINISTRATION AND OTHER FEDERAL HOSPITALS. BUT EXCLUDE PER-
SONS WHO DIED IN THE HOSPITAL, AND PERSONS WITH STAYS OF LESS THAN ONE DAY.

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN AP-
PENDIX Iy FIGURE III.
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TABLE 16. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS WITH SHORT-STAY HOSPITAL EPISODES DURING THE PAST YEAR
BY NUMBER QOF EPISDDESs ACCORDING TO SEX AND AGE: UNITED STATES, BASED ON DATA COLLECTED IN HEALTH INTER-
VIEWS IN 1981

{Data are based on househoid interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix . Definitions of terms are given in appendix !1]

NUMBER OF HOSPITAL EPISODES NUMBER OF HOSPITAL EPISODES
SEX AND AGE POPULATION POPU~
LATION

NONE 1 2 3+ NONE 1 2 3+

BOTH SEXES NUMBER OF PERSONS IN THOUSANDS PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL AGES—w——==- 2254048 202,058 184608 34252 14130 100.0 89.8 8.3 le4 0.5
UNDER 17 YEARS—~———~ 58,883 55,888 24593 286 115 100.0 94.9 4e4 045 0.2
17-24 YEARS—=——-——cu= 33,066 299556 3,067 320 122 100.0 89.4 9.3 1.0 o4
25-34 YEARS————=————- 37,779 334365 3+748 517 149 100.0 88.3 9.9 l.4 0.4
35-44 YEARS——=w=—-—=e=— 269292 2349965 1,911 343 72 100.0 9l.1 7.3 1.3 0.3
45-64 YEARS—————r—==- 444179 389917 44035 913 314 100.0 88.1 9.1 2.1 0.7
65 YEARS AND OVER===~ 244849 204366 39254 872 357 100.0 82.0 13.1 3.5 le4

MALE
ALL AGES—=-—=—- 1084567 994634 79132 1,323 479 100.0 9l1.8 6.6 1.2 0.4
UNDER 17 YEARS—=——=—= 30,070 284436 19439 150 45 100.0 9% .6 4.8 0.5 0.1
17-24 YEARS=r~=—==w=—= 165192 154269 804 91 *28 100.0 9443 5.0 0.6 *0.2
25-~34 YEARS—————===== 18,429 17,358 933 115 *24 100.0 9462 Sel 0.6 #0.1
35-44 YEARS—~—==———=- 12,759 11,917 673 139 *30 100.0 93 .4 5.3 lel *0.2
45-64 YEARS: —— 209948 184432 1,908 409 199 100.0 88.0 Se1 2.0 0.9
65 YEARS AND OVER-~—- 10,4169 89222 14375 418 154 100.0 80.9 13.5 41 l.5
FEMALE

ALL AGES—=-—=== 116,481 102,424 11,476 1,929 651 © 100.0 87.9 9.9 1.7 0.6
UNDER 17 YEARS—===—==— 284813 273452 1,154 136 71 100.0 95.3 4.0 0.5 0.2
17-24 YEARS—=—~—=———- 164873 14,287 24263 229 95 100.0 84.7 13.4 l.4 0.6
25~34 YEARS— —— 19,351 16,008 24815 402 126 100.0 82.7 1445 2.1 07
35-44 YEARS——==w—omea— 13,5533 12,048 1,238 204 42 100.0 89.0 9.1 1.5 0.3
45-64 YEARS———=—w—=—m 234231 209484 29127 504 115 100.0 88.2 9.2 2.2 0.5
65 YEARS AND OVER==-~ 149680 125144 1,879 454 203 100.0 82.7 12.8 3.l l.4

NOTES: FOR OFFICIAL POPULATION ESTIMATES FOR MORE GENERAL USE, SEE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS REPORTS ON THE
CIVILIAN POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATESs IN CURRENT POPULATION REPORTS: SERIES P—-20y P-25, AND R-60.

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX I,
FIGURES IV AND VII.
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TABLE 17. NUMBER OF SHORT-~STAY HOSPITAL DAYS DURING THE PAST YEAR AND NUMBER OF DAYS PER PERSON
WITH ONE HOSPITAL EPISODE OR MORE, BY NUMBER OF EPISODESs SEXsy AND AGE: UNITED STATES, BASED
ON DATA COLLECTED IN HEALTH INTERVIEWS IN 1981

[Data are based on househoid interviews of the civillan noninstitutionatized population, The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the astimatas are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

NUMBER OF HOSPITAL EPISODES

SEX AND AGE
ALL ALL

EPISODES 1 2 3+ EP ISODES 1 2 3+

BOTH SEXES HOSPITAL DAYS IN THOUSANDS DAYS PER PERSON WITH EPISODES

ALL AGES 217,228 121,106 55,409 40,713 944 6.5 17.0 36.0

UNDER 17 YEARS 194547 12,976 3,259 3,312 6.5 5.0 1l.4 28.8
17-24 YEARS 205966 13,301 3,596 4,068 6.0 4.3 11.2 33.3
25-34 YEARS 30,329 195051 7,333 3,945 6.9 501 1442 2645
35-44 YEARS 204893 11,953 6,151 2,789 9.0 6.3 17.9 38.7
45-64 YEARS 629142 319676 174435 13,031 11.8 7.9 19.1 4l.5
65 YEARS AND OVER———-———-——— 63,352 32,148 17,636 13,568 l4.1 9.9 20.2 38.0

MALE

ALL AGES 96,616 52,632 23,887 20,096 10.8 7.4 18.1 42.0

UNDER 17 YEARS 10,881 79194 1,760 1,927 6.7 5.0 11.7 . 42.8
17-24 YEARS 6,709 4,176 1,210 1,323 7.3 5.2 13.3 *7.3
25-34 YEARS———— 9,685 6,893 2,102 *691 9.0 Te4  18.3 *8.8
35-44 YEARS 84777 4,454 2,793 14530 104 6.6 20.1 *1.0
45-64 YEARS 324543 16,226 8,207 8,109 12.9 8.5 20.1 40.7
65 YEARS AND OVER=-—————=—mn 284022 13,689 7,816 6,517 l4.4 10,0 18.7 42.3

FEMALE

ALL AGES 120,613 68,473 31,522 20,617 8.6 6.0 16.3 31.7

UNDER 17 YEARS 81666 5,782 11499 1,385 6e4 5.0 11,0 19.5
17-24 YEARS 149257 92126 2,386 2,745 5.5 4.0 10e4 2849
25-34 YEARS 204644 124159 5,231 3,255 6.2 4.3 13.0 25.8
35-44 YEARS 12,116 79499 34358 1,259 8.2 6.1 16.5 30.0
45-64 YEARS 29,599 15,449 9,228 4,922 10.8 7.3 18.3 42.8
65 YEARS AND OVER———--——--— 35,330 18,459 9,820 7,051 13.9 9.8 21.6 34.7

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN AP-
PENDIX I, FIGURE IV.

ESTIMATES OF THE NUMBER OF HOSPITAL DAYS SHOWN ABOVE ARE BASED ON INFORMATION FOR THE 12—-MONTH

PERIOD PRIOR TO THE TIME OF INTERVIEW, AND BECAUSE OF MEMORY DECAY ARE LOWER THAN THE ESTIMATES
OF HOSPITAL DAYS SHOWN IN TABLE 15 WHICH ARE BASED ON A 6—-MONTH REFERENCE PERIOD.
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TABLE 18.

NUMBER OF DENTAL VISITS AND NUMBER OF DENTAL VISITS PER PERSON PER YEAR, BY AGE AND

SEX: UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on household interviews of thecivilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

ALL UNDER 17-24
SEX AGES 17 YEARS YEARS

25-44
YEARS

45-64
YEARS

65 YEARS
AND DVER

NUMBER OF DENTAL VISITS IN THOUSANDS

BOTH SEXES 380,305 96,201 53,831 112,915 80+862 364494

MALE 167,879 469593 224824 469295 384140 144026

FEMALE 2124426 49+608 315008 669620 42,722 224468
NUMBER OF DENTAL VISITS PER PERSON PER YEAR

BOTH SEXES 1.7 1.6 l.6 . 1.8 l.8 1.5

MALE 1.5 1.5 l.4 1.5 l.8 l.4

FEMALE 1.8 1.7 1.8 2.0 1.8 1.5

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN

IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN

APPENDIX I,y FIGURE V.
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TABLE 19. NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS BY TIME INTERVAL SINCE LAST DENTAL VISIT ACCORDING TO
SEX AND AGE: UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
Information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix |i]

TIME INTERVAL SINCE LAST DENTAL VISIT

TOTAL
SEX AND AGE POPULATION UNDER 6 6-11 1 =4 5 YEARS
MONTHS ~ MONTHS  YEAR  YEARS  AND OVER NEVER UNKNOWN
BOTH SEXES NUMBER OF PERSONS IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGES 225,048 80,928 31,689 304633 284591 30,482 20,138 2,586
UNDER 17 YEARS 584883 21,318 8,146 64339 3,650 1,055 17,899 475
17-24 YEARS 334066 12,176 59729 69092 5e¢112 29352 14024 581
25-44 YEARS 643071 244709 104025 101688 94846 7,107 825 872
45-64 YEARS 443179 169211 54708 5,514 64433 9¢569 276 467
65 YEARS AND OVER 241849 69514 2,082 2,000 3,549 10,398 113 192
MALE
ALL AGES 1089567 375212 149921 155295 145296 144873 10,555 14416
UNDER 17 YEARS 30,070 104578 45190 3,264 2,024 548 9,219 247
17-24 YEARS 164192 54327 24773 34148 2,664 1,361 597 323
25-44 YEARS 31,188 11,128 44522 54306 5,088 45100 511 533
45-64 YEARS 20,948 Te550 29634 2,732 3,083 49549 167 234
65 YEARS AND OVER 10,169 2,628 802 846 15437 49316 61 80
FEMALE
ALL AGES 116,481 43,717 16,768 154338 14,295 15,608 9,584 1,171
UNDER 17 YEARS 28,813 10,740 3,955 3,076 1,626 507 84680 228
17-24 YEARS 164873 69848 24956 2,944 24448 991 4217 258
25-44 YEARS e 325884 13958l 55502 54382 4+758 3,007 314 339
45-64 YEARS 23,231 89662 3,074 24782 3,351 5,020 109 234
65 YEARS AND OVER 145680 3,886 1,281 1,154 2,113 65083 52 112
BOTH SEXES PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL AGES 100.0 36.0  l4.l 13.6  12.7 13.5 8.9 1.1
UNDER 17 YEARS 100.0 36.2  13.8 10.8 642 1.8 304 0.8
17-24 YEARS 100.0 36.8  17.3 18.4  15.5 7.1 3.1 1.8
25-44 YEARS 100.0 38.6 15.6 16.7 15. 4 1l.1 1.3 l.4
45—64 YEARS 100.0 36.7 12.9 12.5 l4.6 21.7 0.6 l.1
65 YEARS AND DVER 100.0 2642 84 8.0  14.3 4l.8 0.5 0.8
MALE
ALL AGES 100.0 34.3  13.7 l4.1  13.2 13.7 9.7 1.3
UNDER 17 YEARS 100.0 35,2 13.9 10.9 6.7 1.8 30.7 0.8
17-24 YEARS 100.0 32.9  17.1 19.4  16.5 8.4 3.7 2.0
25-44 YEARS 100.0 35.7  14.5 17.0  16.3 13.1 1.6 1.7
45-64 YEARS 100.0 36.0  12.6 13.0  14.7 21.7 0.8 1.1
65 YEARS AND OVER 100.0 25.8 7.9 8.3  14.1 42.6 0.6 0.8
FEMALE
ALL AGES 100.0 37.5  l4.4 13.2  12.3 13.4 8.2 1.0
UNDER 17 YEARS 100.0 37.3  13.7 10.7 5.6 1.8 30.1 0.8
17-24 YEARS 100.0 40.6  17.5 17.4  14.5 5.9 2.5 1.5
25-44 YEARS 100.0 4l.3 1647 16.4  14.5 9.1 1.0 1.0
45-64 YEARS 100.0 37.3  13.2 12.0  l4e4 21,6 0.5 1.0
65 YEARS AND OVER 100.0 26.5 8.7 7.9 l4.4 4le4 0.4 0.8

NOTES: FOR OFFICIAL POPULATION ESTIMATES FOR MORE GENERAL USE, SEE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS REPORTS ON THE
CIVILIAN POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES, IN CURRENT POPULATION REPORTS: SERIES P-20, P—-25, AND P-60.

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX I,
FIGURE V.
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TABLE 20.

NUMBER OF PHYSICIAN VISITS AND NUMBER OF PHYSICIAN VISITS
AND SEX:

PER PERSON PER YEARy BY AGE

UNITED STATES, 1981

{Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population, The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix I1]

ALL UNDER 17-24  25-44  45-64 65-T4 75 YEARS
SEX AGES 17 YEARS  YEARS  YEARS  YEARS YEARS AND OVER
NUMBER OF PHYSICIAN VISITS IN THOUSANDS

BOTH SEXES 1,038,616 243,737 1324477 280,008 224,618 98,386 59,390

MALE 4294303 127,864 42,000 994157 99,431 40,072 20,779

FEMALE 609,313 115,873 90,4477 1804851 125,187 58,314 38,611

NUMBER OF PHYSICIAN VISITS PER PERSON PER YEAR

BOTH SEXES 4e6 4ol 4.0 4ot 5.1 6.3 6e4

MALE 4.0 4.3 2.6 3.2 47 5.9 6.1

FEMALE 502 4.0 5.4 5.5 5.4 6.6 6.6

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN AP-
PENDIX I, FIGURE V.
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TABLE 21.

TO SEX AND AGE:

NUMBER AND PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS BY TIME INTERVAL SINCE LAST PHYSICIAN VISIT ACCORDING
UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on household interviews of thecivilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

TIME INTERVAL SINCE LAST PHYSICIAN VISIT

TOTAL
SEX AND AGE POPULATION UNDER 6 6-11 1 2=4 5 YEARS
MONTHS MONTHS YEAR YEARS AND OVER NEVER UNKNOWN
BOTH SEXES NUMBER OF PERSONS IN THOUSANDS
ALL AGES 2254048 1294710 37,497 2449977 224590 T+936 338 24000
UNDER 17 YEARS 58,883 344006 10,831 74797 44620 942 164 523
17-24 YEARS 33,066 18,019 52911 44021 31694 943 72 406
25-44 YEARS 64,071 344240 11,822 74513 T+480 24369 56 593
45-64 YEARS 444179 264048 63413 449153 4,786 24392 *26 360
65 YEARS AND OVER: 244849 174397 2,521 15493 24010 1,289 *20 118
MALE
ALL AGES 1084567 5698l1 18,794 13,311 13,514 44805 187 15145
UNDER 17 YEARS: 30,070 17,427 S5¢478 39967 24356 463 79 300
17-24 YEARS 16,192 7,219 3,128 29384 24523 658 40 240
25~44 YEARS 31,188 13,886 59974 49176 49982 1,773 45 353
45-64 YEARS 204948 11,457 32140 2s122 21654 1,355 *16 204
65 YEARS AND OVER 104169 64823 1,074 662 999 557 *6 49
FEMALE
ALL AGES 1164481 724899 18,703 11,666 9,076 34131 151 855
UNDER 17 YEARS 28,4813 164579 54353 3,829 29264 480 85 223
17-24 YEARS 164873 10,800 29783 1,637 1,171 285 *31 166
25-44 YEARS 32,884 209354 5,848 3,336 21498 596 *11 240
4#5-64 YEARS 23,231 14,4591 3,273 24031 24132 1,038 *10 157
65 YEARS AND OVER 14,680 10+574 1y 447 832 1,011 733 *14 69
BOTH SEXES PERCENT DISTRIBUTION
ALL AGES 100.0 57«6 16.7 11.1 10.0 3.5 0.2 0.9
UNDER 17 YEARS 100.0 57.8 1844 13.2 7.8 1.6 0.3 0.9
17-24 YEARS 100.0 5445 17.9 12.2 11.2 249 0.2 l.2
25-44 YEARS 100.0 53.4 18.5 11.7 11.7 3.7 0.1 0.9
45-64 YEARS 100.0 59.0 14.5 9.4 10.8 5«4 *0.1 0.8
65 YEARS AND OVER 100.0 70.0 10.1 6.0 8. 52 *0-1 0.5
MALE
ALL AGES 100.0 52.3 17.3 12.3 12.4 4ol 0.2 l.1
UNDER 17 YEARS 100.0 58.0 18.2 13.2 7.8 1.5 0.3 1.0
17-24 YEARS 100.0 4446 19.3 14.7 15.6 4el 0.2 1.5
25-44 YEARS 100.0 445 19.2 13.4 16.0 5.7 0.1 l.1
45—-64 YEARS 100.0 54.7 15.0 10.1 12.7 6e5 *0.1 1.0
65 YEARS AND OVER 100.0 67.1 10.6 6.5 9.8 5.5 *0.1 0.5
FEMALE
ALL AGES: 100.0 6246 lé.l 10.0 7.8 2.7 0.1 0.7
UNDER 17 YEARS 100.0 57.5 18.6 13.3 7.9 1.7 0.3 0.8
17-24 YEARS: 100.0 64.0 16.5 9.7 6.9 1.7 *¥0.2 1.0
25=44 YEARS 100.0 61.9 17.8 10.1 7.6 1.8 *0.0 0.7
45-64 YEARS 100.0 62.8 l4.1 8.7 9.2 4.5 *0.0 0.7
65 YEARS AND OVER 100.0 72.0 99 5.7 6.9 5.0 *0.1 0.5

NOTES: FOR OFFICIAL POPULATION ESTIMATES FOR MORE GENERAL USE,
CIVILIAN POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES, IN CURRENT POPULATION REPORTS: SERIES P—20s P—-25, AND P—60.

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN

FIGURE V.

SEE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS REPORTS ON THE

IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND

IN APPENDIX I,
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TABLE 22. [INCIDENCE OF ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS AND ACUTE RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS

UNITED STATES,

1981

PER 100 PERSONS PER QUARTER,

BY SEX AND AGE:

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix }. Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]

ALL ACUTE CONDITIONS

ACUTE RESPIRATORY CONDITIONS

SEX AND AGE
JANa—MARe APRe~JUNE JULY-SEPT. OCT.—DECe JANe—MAR. APR.-JUNE JULY-SEPT. OCT.-DEC.
NUMBER OF CONDITIONS PER 100 PERSONS PER QUARTER

BOTH SEXESe ALL AGES 70.1 42.8 4l.8 57.8 4446 16.7 16.6 34.0

UNDER 6 YEARS 122.4 784 7245 106.8 694 32.1 30.6 67.3
6=~16 YEARS 997 51l.8 4848 754 62.9 2345 19.1 43.6
17=-44 YEARS 6649 4544 4T.4 57.9 4343 15.6 18.6 33.8
45 YEARS AND OVER 427 23.6 20.9 33.4 2849 9.9 Ba4 19.1
HALE, ALL AGES 6646 41.5 40.3 53.9 4245 17.2 15.1 31.8
UNDER & YEARS 124.7 84.0 723 115.9 T2.6 35.7 277 688
6=-16 YEARS 973 577 48.7 734 59.7 2648 19.3 4le4
1744 YEARS 60e2 39.2 4248 48.7 39.4 13.7 1545 29.7
45 YEARS AND QVER 37.6 2005 206 289 2643 10.2 Te6 16.9
FEMALEs ALL AGES—————————- T34 4400 4301 6la4 46.6 16e2 18.1 36.0
UNDER 6 YEARS 120.2 T2.4 T2.7 97.3 66.0 2803 33.6 65.6
6=16 YEARS 102.2 45.7 4940 T4 6642 19.9 18.8 46.0
17-44 YEARS 73.3 513 51.8 66.8 47.0 17.4 21.6 377
45 YEARS AND OVER 47.0 2602 2]l.1 37.0 31.0 9.8 Fel 2l.0

NOTES: EXCLUDED FROM THESE STATISTICS ARE ALL CONDITIONS INVOLVING NEITHER RESTRICTED ACTIVITY NOR MEDICAL ATTENTION.

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX I,
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TABLE 23. NUMBER OF PERSONS INJURED PER 100 PERSONS PER QUARTER, BY SEX AND AGE: UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on househoid interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix I1]

SEX AND AGE JAN.—MAR. APR.—JUNE JULY~-SEPT. OCT«~DEC.

NUMBER OF PERSONS INJURED PER 100 PERSONS PER QUARTER

BOTH SEXESs ALL AGES 7.1 8.0 8.7 Te&
UNDER 17 YEARS 8.6 9.0 10.5 9.4
17 YEARS AND OVER 6.6 T.6 8.1 6.7
MALEs ALL AGES 8.5 9.1 10.6 8.6
UNDER 17 YEARS - 10.0 11.0 10.7 11l.4
17 YEARS AND OVER: 7.9 8.4 10.6 7.6
FEMALE, ALL AGES " 5.9 6.9 6.9 6.3
UNDER 17 YEARS 7.2 6.9 10.3 T3
17 YEARS AND OVER: 5.4 6.8 5.8 6.0

NOTES: EXCLUDED FROM THESE STATISTICS ARE ALL CONDITIONS INVOLVING NEITHER RESTRICTED ACTIVITY NOR
MEDICAL ATTENTION.

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX
I, FIGURE I.
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TABLE 24« DAYS OF DISABILITY PER PERSON PER QUARTERs, BY SEX, TYPE OF DISABILITY, AND AGE: UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survaey design, general qualifications, and
information on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |. Definitions of terms are given in appendix }1]

BOTH SEXES MALE FEMALE

TYPE OF DISABILITY AND AGE
JANe= APR.= JULY- OCT.- JANe= APRe= JULY- O0OCTe= JANe— APRe~ JULY~ OCTe-
MARS JUNE SEPT. DEC. MAR. JUNE SEPT. DEC. MAR. JUNE SEPT. DEC.

DAYS OF DISABILITY PER PERSON PER QUARTER

DAYS OF RESTRICTED ACTIVITY, ALL AGES---- 5.5 445 4.5 4.6 Sel 3.9 4e2 402 6.0 5.0 4.8 5.0
UNDER 6 YEARS: 4.0 2.1 2.0 3.4 4ob 2.5 2.0 3.7 3.5 1.7 2.0 3.1
6~16 YEARS: 3.6 2.2 1.7 2.5 3.5 2.4 1.7 2.4 3.7 2.0 1.7 2.6
17-44 YEARS 4e2 35 3.6 3.8 36 3.0 3.1 3.3 4.7 4e 4ol 4¢3
45—-64 YEARS 7.6 6.9 6.7 6.2 7.5 603 6.7 5.9 7.7 7.5 6a7 645
65 YEARS AND OVER: 11.6 9.2 10.1 9.0 10.9 Te8 10.5 8.5 12.1 10.2 9.8 9.4

DAYS OF BED DISABILITYs ALL AGES—==~=-——— 2.3 1.5 le4 1.7 1.9 1.2 1.3 1.4 2.6 1.8 1.6 1.9
UNDER &6 YEARS 2.0 0.9 0.8 1.7 2.2 1.1 0.9 1.8 1.7 0.8 0.8 leb
6-16 YEARS l.8 0.9 046 1.2 1.6 0.8 0.6 1.1 2.0 1.0 0.6 1.3
17-44 YEARS l.7 l.2 1.2 le4 1.3 0.8 0.8 1.0 2.0 l.6 1.5 le7
45-64 YEARS: 2.9 2.3 2.0 1.9 24 2.0 1.9 1.5 3.3 2.5 2.0 2.2
65 YEARS AND OVER 4eb 2.9 3.3 3.2 4.0 2.6 3.8 3.6 5.0 3.1 3.0 3.0

DAYS LOST FROM WORKe 17 YEARS AND OVER—-- l.6 1.0 1.2 lel 1.5 0«9 1.2 1.0 1.8 l.1 1.2 1.2
17-44 YEARS l.4 l.0 lal 1.1 1.3 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.6 l.1 1.3 1.2
45-64 YEARS: 2.1 l.1 la4 1.2 2.0 1.0 1.5 1.0 2.2 1.3 l.1 l.4
65 YEARS AND OVER 2.1 *1.0 *0.7 *0.4 *1.9 *1.3 *0.8 *0.5 *2,.4 *0.5 *0.5 *0.3

DAYS LOST FROM SCHOOLy 6-16 YEARS~=—=—==— 242 1.0 0.4 l.4 2.0 1.0 0.3 1.3 2.5 0.9 0.4 1.5

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS OF THE ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX I, FIGURE II.
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TABLE 25. POPULATION USED IN COMPUTING ANNUAL RATES SHOWN IN THIS PUBLICATION, BY SEX AND AGE:
UNITED STATES, 1981

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and
Informatlion on the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix |, Definitions of terms are given in appendix |1]

AGE BOTH SEXES MALE FEMALE

POPULATION IN THOUSANDS

ALL AGES 2259048 1084567 1164481

UNDER 17 YEARS 58,883 30,070 28,813
UNDER 6 YEARS 204114 10,228 9,886
6-16 YEARS g 384769 19,842 18,4927
17-44 YEARS 97,137 47,380 49,757
17-24 YEARS - 334066 164192 16,873
25-44 YEARS 644071 31,188 32,884
25-34 YEARS 37,779 184429 19,351
35—44 YEARS 264292 12,759 13,533

45 YEARS AND OVER 69,028 31,117 37,911
45-64 YEARS 444179 209948 23,231
65 YEARS AND OVER - 244849 10+169 144680
65-T4 YEARS 154598 64765 84832

75 YEARS AND OVER: 94251 34404 59847

CURRENTLY EMPLOYED POPULATION

ALL AGES-17 YEARS AND OVER 100,324 57y346 424978

L7-44 YEARS 694541 39,021 304520
17-24 YEARS 209942 11,145 99797
25-44 YEARS 484598 274876 204723

45 YEARS AND OVER 30,783 184325 12,458
45-64 YEARS 274513 164328 11,186
65 YEARS AND OVER 3,270 1,997 1,272

NOTES: FOR OFFICIAL POPULATION ESTIMATES FOR MORE GENERAL USE, SEE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS REPORTS
ON THE CIVILIAN POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATESs IN CURRENT POPULATION REPORTS: SERIES P—-20, P-25,
AND P—-60; AND BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS MONTHLY REPORTy EMPLOYMENT AND EARNINGS.

THE APPROPRIATE RELATIVE STANDARD ERRORS GF THE CURRENTLY EMPLOYED ESTIMATES SHOWN IN THIS
TABLE ARE FOUND IN APPENDIX I, FIGURE IV.

THE NUMBER OF PERSONS IN EACH AGE-SEX CATEGORY OF THE TOTAL POPULATION IS ADJUSTED TO OFFICIAL
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS FIGURES AND IS NOT SUBJECT TGO SAMPLING ERROR.
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Appendix l. Technical notes
on methods

Background of this report

This report is one of a series of statistical reports:

prepared by the National Center for Health Statistics
(NCHS). It is based on information collected in a
continuing nationwide sample of households in the
National Health Interview Survey (NHIS).

The National Health Interview Survey utilizes a
questionnaire that obtains information on personal
and demographic characteristics, illnesses, injuries,
impairments, chronic conditions, and other health
topics. As data relating to each of these various broad
topics are tabulated and analyzed, separate reports
are issued that cover one or more of the specific
topics.

The population covered by °*the sample for the
National Health Interview Survey is the civilian,
noninstitutionalized population of the United States
living at the time of the interview. The sample does
not include members of the Armed Forces or U.S.
nationals living in foreign countries. It should also be
noted that the estimates shown do not represent a
complete measure of any given topic during the
specified calendar period since data are not collected
in the interview for persons who died during the
reference period. For many types of statistics col-
lected in the survey, the reference period covers the 2
weeks prior to the interview week. For such a short
period, the contribution by decedents fo a total
inventory of conditions or services should be very
small. However, the contribution by decedents during
a long reference period (e.g., 1 year) might be sizable,
especially for older persons.

Statistical design of the National
Health Interview Survey

General plan.—The sampling plan of the survey
follows a multistage probability design that permits a
continuous sampling of the civilian noninstitu-
tionalized population of the United States. The
sample is designed in such a way that the sample of

households interviewed each week is representative of
the target population and that weekly samples are
additive over time. This feature of the design permits
both continuous measurement of characteristics of
samples and more detailed analysis of less common
characteristics and smaller categories of health-related
items. The continuous collection has administrative
and operational advantages as well as technical assets
since it permits fieldwork to be handled with an
experienced, stable staff.

The overall sample was designed so that tabula-
tions can be provided for each of the four major
geographic regions and for selected places of resi-
dence in the United States.

The first stage of the sample design consists of
drawing a sample of 376 primary sampling units
(PSU’s) from approximately 1,900 geographically
defined PSU’s. A PSU consists of a county, a small
group of contiguous counties, or a standard metro-
politan statistical area. The PSU’s collectively cover
the 50 States and the District of Columbia.

With no loss in general understanding, the remain-
ing stages can be combined and treated in this
discussion as an ultimate stage. Within PSU’s, then,
ultimate stage units called segments are defined in
such a manner that each segment contains an ex-
pected four households. Three general types of
segments are used:

Area segments which are defined geographically.

List segments, using 1970 census registers as the
frame.

Permit segments, using updated lists of building
permits issued in sample PSU’s since 1970.

Census address listings were used for all areas of the
country where addresses were well defined and could
be used to locate housing units. In general the list
frame included the larger urban areas of the United
States from which about two-thirds of the NHIS
sample was selected.

The usual NHIS sample comnsists of approximately
12,000 segments containing about 51,000 assigned
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households, of which 9,000 were vacant, demolished,
or occupied by persons not in the scope of the
survey. The 42,000 eligible occupied households yield
a probability sample of about 111,000 persons.

Descriptive material on data collection, field
procedures, and questionnaire development in NHIS
have been published,4>5 as well as a detailed descrip-
tion of the sample design and estimation pro-
cedure.6,7

Collection of data.—Field operations for the sur-
vey are performed by the U.S. Bureau of the Census
under specifications established by the National
Center for Health Statistics. In accordance with these
specifications the Bureau of the Census participates in
survey planning, selects the sample, and conducts the
field interviewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are
coded, edited, and tabulated by NCHS.

Estimating procedures.—Since the design of NHIS
is a complex multistage probability sample, it is
necessary to use complex procedures in the derivation
of estimates. Four basic cperations are involved.

1. Inflation by the reciprocal of the probability of
selection,—The probability of selection is the
product of the probabilities of selection from
each step of selection in the design (PSU, seg-
ment, and household).

2. Nonresponse adjustment.—The estimates are in-
flated by a multiplication factor that has as its
numerator the number of sample households in a
given segment and as its denominator the number
of households interviewed in that segment.

3. First-stage ratio adjustment. —Sampling theory in-
dicates that the use of auxiliary information that
is highly correlated with the variables being
estimated improves the reliability of the esti-
mates. To reduce the variability between PSU’s
within a region, the estimates are ratio adjusted to
the 1970 populations within 12 color-residence
classes.

4. Poststratification by age-sex-color.—The estimates
are ratio adjusted within each of 60 age-sex-color
cells to an independent estimate of the popula-
tion of each cell for the survey period. These
independent estimates are prepared by the Bureau
of the Census. Both the first-stage and poststrati-
fied ratio adjustments take the form of multipli-
cation factors applied to the weight of each
elementary unit (person, household, condition,
and hospitalization).

The effect of the ratio-estimating process is to
make the sample more closely representative of the
civilian noninstitutionalized population by age, sex,
color, and residence, which thereby reduces sampling
variance.

NOTE: A list of references follows the text.
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As noted, each week’s sample represents the

- population living during that week and characteristics

of the population. Consolidation of samples over a
fime period, e.g., a calendar quarter, produces esti-
mates of average characteristics of the U.S. popula-
tion for the calendar quarter. Similarly, population
data for a year are averages of the four quarterly
figures.

For prevalence statistics, such as number of
persons with speech impairments or number of
persons classified by time interval since last physician
visit, figures are first calculated for each calendar
quarter by averaging estimates for all weeks of
interviewing in the quarter. Prevalence data for a year
are then obtained by averaging the four quarterly
figures.

For other types of statistics—namely those meas-
uring the number of occurrences during a specified
time period—such as incidence of acute conditions,
number of disability days, or number of visits to a
doctor or dentist, a similar computational procedure
is used, but the statistics are interpreted differently.
For these items, the questionnaire asks for the
respondent’s experience over the 2 calendar weeks
prior to the week of interview. In such instances the
estimated quarterly total for the statistic is 6.5 times
the average 2-week estimate produced by the 13
successive samples taken during the period. The
annual total is the sum of the four quarters. Thus the
experience of persons interviewed during a year—
experience which actually occurred for each person in
a 2-calendar-week .interval prior to week of inter-
view—is treated as though it measured the total of
such experience during the year. Such interpretation
leads to no significant bias. ,

Explanation of hospital recall. —The survey ques-
tionnaire uses a 12-month-recall period for hospitali-
zations. That is, the respondent is asked to report
hospitalizations that occurred during the 12 months
prior to the week of interview. Information is also
obtained as to the date of entry into the hospital and
duration of stay. Analysis of this information, and
also the results of special studies, has shown that
there is an increase in underreporting of hospitaliza-
tions with increase in time interval between the
discharge and the interview. Exclusive of the hospital
experience of decedents, the net underreporting with
a 12-month recall is in the neighborhood of 10
percent, but underreporting of discharges within 6
months of the week of interview is estimated to be
less than 5 percent. For this reason hospital discharge
data in this report are based on hospital discharges
reported to have occurred within 6 months of the
week of interview. Since the interviews were evenly
distributed according to weekly probability samples
throughout any interviewing year, no seasonal bias
was introduced by doubling the 6-month-recall data
to produce an annual estimate for that year of



interviewing. Doubling the 6-month data in effect
imputes to the entire year preceding the interview the
rate of hospital discharges actually observed during
the 6 months prior to interview. However, estimates
of the number of persons with hospital episodes (as
opposed to estimates of the number of hospital
discharges) are based on 12-month recall data, since a
person’s 12-month experiences cannot be obtained by
doubling his most recent 6-month experience.

General qualifications

Nonresponse.—Data were adjusted for nonre-
sponse by a procedure that imputes to persons in a
household who were not interviewed the characteris-
tics of persons in households in the same segment
who were interviewed. Interviews were completed in
97.0 percent of the sample households.

The interview process.—The statistics presented in
this report are based on replies obtained in interviews
with persons in the sample households. Each person
19 years of age and over present at the time of
interview was interviewed individually. For children
and for adults not present in the home at the time of
the interview, the information was obtained from a
related household member such as a spouse or the
mother of a child.

There are limitations to the accuracy of diagnos-
tic and other information collected in household
interviews. For diagnostic information, the household
respondent can usually pass on to the interviewer
only the information the physician has given to the

family. For conditions not medically attended, diag--

nostic information is often no more than a descrip-
tion of symptoms. However, other facts, such as the
number of disability days caused by the condition,
can be obtained more accurately from household
members than from any other source, since only the
persons concerned are in a position to report this
information.

Rounding of numbers.—The original tabulations
on which the data in this report are based show all
estimates to the nearest whole unit. All consolida-
tions were made from the original tabulations using
the estimates to the nearest unit. In the final
published tables, the figures are rounded to the
nearest thousand, although these are not necessarily
accurate to that detail. Devised statistics such as rates
and percent distributions are computed after the
estimates on which these are based have been
rounded to the nearest thousand.

Population figures.—Some of the published tables
include population figures for specified categories.
Except for certain overall totals by age, sex, and
color, which are adjusted to independent estimates,
these figures are based on the sample of households in
NHIS. These are given primarily to provide denomina-
tors for rate computation, and for this purpose are

more appropriate for use with the accompanying
measures of health characteristics than other popula-
tion data that may be available. With the exception of
the overall totals by age, sex, and color mentioned
above, the population figures differ from figures
(which are derived from different sources) published
in reports of the Bureau of the Census. Official
population estimates are presented in Bureau of the
Census reports in Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.

Reliability of estimates

Since the statistics presented in this report are
based on a sample, they will differ somewhat from
the figures that would have been obtained if a
complete census had been taken using the same
schedules, instructions, and interviewing personnel
and procedures.

As in any survey, the results are also subject to
reporting and processing errors and errors due to
nonresponse. To the extent possible, these types of
errors were kept to a minimum by methods built into
survey procedures.8 Although it is very difficult to
measure the extent of bias in the National Health
Interview Survey, a number of studies have been
conducted to study this problem. The results have
been published in several reports.?-12 The standard
errors shown in this report were computed using the
balanced half-sample replication procedure.

The standard error is primarily a measure of
sampling variability, that is, the variations that might
occur by chance because only a sample of the
population is surveyed. As calculated for this report,
the standard error also reflects part of the variation
which arises in the measurement process. It does not
include estimates of any biases which might be in the
data. The chances are about 68 out of 100 that an
estimate from the sample would differ from a
complete census by less than the standard error. The
chances are about 95 out of 100 that the difference
would be less than twice the standard error and about
99 out of 100 that it would be less than 2% times as
large.

Standard error charts.—The relative standard error
of an estimate is obtained by dividing the standard
error of the estimate by the estimate itself and is
expressed as a percentage of the estimate. For this
report, asterisks are shown for any cell with more
than a 30-percent relative standard error. Included in
this appendix are charts from which the relative
standard errors can be determined for estimates
shown in the report. In order to derive relative errors
which would be applicable to a wide variety of health
statistics and which could be prepared at a moderate
cost, a number of approximations were required. As a
result, the charts provide an estimate of the approxi-

NOTE: A lst of references follows the text.
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mate relative standard error rather than the precise
error for any specific aggregate or percentage.

Three classes of statistics for the health survey are
identified for purposes of estimating variances.

1. Narrow range.—This class consists of (1) statistics
which estimate a population attribute, e.g., the
number of persons in a particular income group,
and (2) statistics for which the measure for a
single individual during the reference period used
in data collection is usually either O to 1 and, on
occasion, may take on the value 2 or very
rarely 3.

2. Medium range.—This class consists of other statis-
tics for which the measure for a single individual
during the reference period used in data collec-
tion will rarely lie outside the range O to 5. '

3. Wide range.—This class consists of statistics for
which the measure for a single individual during
the reference period used in data collection can
range from 0 to a number in excess of 5, e.g., the
number of days of bed disability.

In addition to classifying variables according to
whether they are narrow-, medium-, or wide-range,
statistics in the survey are further classified as to
whether they are based on a reference period of 2
weeks, 6 months, or 12 months.

General rules for determining relative standard
errors.—The following rules will enable the reader to
determine approximate relative standard errors from
the charts for estimates presented in this report.
These charts represent standard errors of NHIS data.
They should be used in preference to the charts
which have appeared in all previous Series 10 pub-
lications. :

Rule 1. Estimates of aggregates: Approximate rela-
tive standard errors for estimates of aggre-
gates such as the number of persons with a
given characteristic are obtained from appro-
priate curves, figures I-V. The number of
persons in the total U.S. population or in an
age-sex-color class of the total population is
adjusted to official Bureau of the Census
figures and is not subject to sampling error.

Rule 2. Estimates of percentages in a percent distri-
bution: Relative standard errors for per-
centages in a percent distribution of a total
are obtained from appropriate curves, figures
VI-VIIL. For values which do not fall on one
of the curves presented in the chart, visual
interpolation will provide a satisfactory ap-
proximation.

Rule 3. Estimates of rates where the numerator is a
subclass' of the denominator: This rule ap-
plies for prevalence rates or where a unit of
the numerator occurs, with few exceptions,

only once in the year for any one unit in the .
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denominator. For example, in computing the
rate of visual impairments per 1,000 popula-
tion, the numerator consisting of persons
with the impairment is a subclass of the
denominator, which includes all persons in
the population. Such rates if converted to
rates per 100 may be treated as though they
were percentages and the relative standard
errors obtained from the percentage charts
for population estimates. Rates per 1,000, or
on any other base, must first be converted to
rates per 100; then the percentage chart will
provide the relative standard error per 100.

Rule 4. Estimates of rates where the numerator is
not a subclass of the denominator: This rule
applies where a unit of the numerator often
occurs more than once for any one unit in
the denominator. For example, in the com-
putation of the number of persons injured
per 100 currently employed persons per
year, it is possible that a person in the
denominator could have sustained more than
one of the injuries included in the numera-
tor. Approximate relative standard errors for
rates of this kind may be computed as
follows:

(a) Where the denominator is the total U.S.
population or includes all persons in one
or more of the age-sex-color groups of
the total population, the relative error of
the rate is equivalent to the relative error
of the numerator, which can be obtained
directly from the appropriate chart.

(b) In other cases the relative standard error
of the numerator and of the denomina-
tor can be obtained from the appropriate
curve. Square each of these relative
errors, add the resulting values, and
extract the square root of the sum. This
procedure will result in an upper bound
on the standard error and will overstate
the error to the extent that the correla-
tion between numerator and denomina-
tor is greater than zero.

Rule 5. Estimates of difference between two statis-
tics (mean, rate, total, etc.): The standard
error of a difference is approximately the
square root of the sum of the squares of each
standard error considered separately. A for-
mula for the standard error of a difference,

d=X, - X,

is

0a= { Xy Ve + (X, 1)



where X, is the estimate for class 1, X, is
the estimate for class 2, and V., and ¥,
are the relative errors of X, and X, respec-
tively. This formula will represent the actual
standard error quite accurately for the differ-
ence between separate and uncorrelated char-

acteristics although it is only a rough approx-
imation in most other cases. The relative
standard error of each estimate involved in
such a difference can be determined by one
of the four rules above, whichever is appro-
priate.

a1
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1This curve represents estimates of relative standard errors based on 1 to 4 quarters of data collection for narrow range estimates of aggregates using a'2-week refarence

period,

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 1,000,000 acute respiratory conditions{on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative
at left side of chart), or a standard error of 230,000 (23 percent of 1,000,000).

standard error of 23 percent (read from scale

Figure 1. Relative standard errors for number of acute conditions or persons injured?
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Relative standard error (in percent)
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IThese curves represent estimates of relative standard errors based on 1 to 4 quarters of data collection for wide range estimates of aggregates using a 2-week reference period.

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 days of restricted activity (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard error of 22 percent {read from curve A on scale
at left side of chart), or a standard error of 2,200,000 (22 percent of 10,000,000).

Figure 1. Relative standard errors for days of restricted activity or bed disability (A) and for days lost from work or schoo! {B)?
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1The curves refated to short-stay hospital days and discharges are based on 4 quarters of data collection for wide and narrow range estimates of aggregates using a 6-month
reference period; the curve for population characteristics is based on 4 quarters of data collaction for narrow range estimates of aggregates.

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 hospital days (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard error of 10.2 percent (read from curve A on scale at left side
of chart), or a standard error of 1,020,000 (10.2 percent of 10,000,000). An estimate of 1,000,000 discharges from short-stay hospitals (curve B) has a relative standard error of 7.4
percent. An estimate of 1,000,000 persons in the Northeast Region (curve P) has a relative standard error of 5.7 percent.

Figure I11. Relative standard errors for number of short-stay hospital days (A), short-stay hospital discharges (B}, and population characteristics (P)?
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1The curve related to hospital days is based on 4 quarters of data collection for wide range estimates of aggregates using a 12-month reference perlod; the curve for popula-
tion characteristics is based on 4 quarters of data collection for narrow range sstimates of aggregates.

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 days of hospitalization in the past year{on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard error of 7.8 percent (read
from curve A on scale at left side of chart), or a standard error of 780,000 (7.8 percent of 10,000,000). An estimate of 1,000,000 persons with 1 hospital episode or
more (curve P) has a relativa standard error of 5.7 percent.

Figure IV, Relative standard errors for short-stay hospital days based on a 12-month refarence period (A), and population characteristics P




Relative standard error (in percent)

90 | } 90

A= 2

60 ~ 60

50 — 50

40 R 40

30 A 30

\‘\ ,
20 ~g : 20
\‘ N g
\\ \\\

13 N 2;0
: :
6 ~ 6
5 N p ~ 5
4 \ 4

.
3 q 3
N~~
2 -
~..\ \\\ 2
‘\ ~\~~...
1 ™ T2 1

09 ~——

0.8 31%

0.7 0.7

0.6 0.6

0.5 N 0.5

0.4 N 0.4

0.3 N 0.3

\~~
0.2 R4 0.2
N P

0.1 - 7\ N | 0.1
A 2 3 4 567894 2 3 4 567894 2 3 4 567894 2 3 4 567894 2 3 4 567894
100 1,000 10,000 100,000 1,000,000 10,000,000

Size of estimate (in thousands)

1The curve related to physician or dental visits is based on 1 to 4 quarters of data collection for medium range estimates of aggregates using a 2-week reference period;
the curve for population characteristics is based on 4 quartars of data collaction for narrow range estimates ot aggregates.

Exampie of use of chart: An estimate of 10,000,000 dental visits (on scale at bottom of chart) has a relative standard error of 9.2 percent (read from curve A on scale
at left side of chart), or a standard error of 920,000 (9.2 percent of 10,000,000). An estimate of 1,000,000 persons in the Northeast Region {curve P) has a relative
standard error of 5.7 percent.

Figure V. Relative standard errors for number of physician or dental visits based on a 2-week reference period (A}, and population characteristics (P)?
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1These curves represent estimates of reiative standard errors of percentages of acute conditions or persons injured based on 1 1o 4 quar-
ters of data collection for narrow range data using a 2-week referance period.

Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) based on an estimate of 10,000,000 has a relative
standard error of 14.5 percent (read from the scale at the left side of chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 10,000,000 inter-
sects the vertical line for 20 percent. The standard error in percentage points is equal to 20 percent X 14.5 percent, or 2.9 percentage
points,