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Vital and Health Statistics
series descriptions

SERIES 1.

Programs and Collection Procedures—These reports describe
the data collection programs of the National Center for Health
Statistics. They include descriptions of the methods used to
collect and process the data, definitions, and other material
necessary for understanding the data.

SERIES 2.

Data Evaluation and Methods Research—These reports are
studies of new statistical methods and include analytical
techniques, objective evaluations of reliability of collected data,
and contributions to statistical theory. These studies also include
experimental tests of new survey methods and comparisons of
U.S. methodology with those of other countries.

SERIES 14.

Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilities—
Discontinued in 1990. Reports on the numbers, geographic
distribution, and characteristics of health resources are now
included in Series 13.

SERIES 15.

Data From Special Surveys—These reports contain statistics on
health and health-related topics collected in special surveys that
are not part of the continuing data systems of the National
Center for Health Statistics.

SERIES 16.

Compilations of Advance Data From Vital and Health
Statistics—Advance Data Reports provide early release of
information from the National Center for Health Statistics’ health
and demographic surveys. They are compiled in the order in
which they are published. Some of these releases may be
followed by detailed reports in Series 10–13.

SERIES 3.

Analytical and Epidemiological Studies—These reports present
analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health
statistics. These reports carry the analyses further than the
expository types of reports in the other series.

SERIES 20.

SERIES 4.

Documents and Committee Reports—These are final reports of
major committees concerned with vital and health statistics and
documents such as recommended model vital registration laws
and revised birth and death certificates.

Data on Mortality—These reports contain statistics on mortality
that are not included in regular, annual, or monthly reports.
Special analyses by cause of death, age, other demographic
variables, and geographic and trend analyses are included.

SERIES 21.

SERIES 5.

International Vital and Health Statistics Reports—These
reports are analytical or descriptive reports that compare U.S.
vital and health statistics with those of other countries or present
other international data of relevance to the health statistics
system of the United States.

Data on Natality, Marriage, and Divorce—These reports
contain statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce that are not
included in regular, annual, or monthly reports. Special analyses
by health and demographic variables and geographic and trend
analyses are included.

SERIES 22.

SERIES 6.

Cognition and Survey Measurement—These reports are from
the National Laboratory for Collaborative Research in Cognition
and Survey Measurement. They use methods of cognitive science
to design, evaluate, and test survey instruments.

Data From the National Mortality and Natality
Surveys—Discontinued in 1975. Reports from these sample
surveys, based on vital records, are now published in Series 20
or 21.

SERIES 23.

SERIES 10.

Data From the National Health Interview Survey—These
reports contain statistics on illness; unintentional injuries;
disability; use of hospital, medical, and other health services; and
a wide range of special current health topics covering many
aspects of health behaviors, health status, and health care
utilization. They are based on data collected in a continuing
national household interview survey.

Data From the National Survey of Family Growth—These
reports contain statistics on factors that affect birth rates,
including contraception, infertility, cohabitation, marriage,
divorce, and remarriage; adoption; use of medical care for family
planning and infertility; and related maternal and infant health
topics. These statistics are based on national surveys of women
of childbearing age.

SERIES 24.

SERIES 11.

Data From the National Health Examination Survey, the
National Health and Nutrition Examination Surveys, and the
Hispanic Health and Nutrition Examination Survey—Data
from direct examination, testing, and measurement on
representative samples of the civilian noninstitutionalized
population provide the basis for (1) medically defined total
prevalence of specific diseases or conditions in the United States
and the distributions of the population with respect to physical,
physiological, and psychological characteristics, and (2) analyses
of trends and relationships among various measurements and
between survey periods.

Compilations of Data on Natality, Mortality, Marriage,
Divorce, and Induced Terminations of Pregnancy—These
include advance reports of births, deaths, marriages, and divorces
based on final data from the National Vital Statistics System that
were published as supplements to the Monthly Vital Statistics
Report (MVSR). These reports provide highlights and summaries
of detailed data subsequently published in Vital Statistics of the
United States. Other supplements to the MVSR published here
provide selected findings based on final data from the National
Vital Statistics System and may be followed by detailed reports
in Series 20 or 21.

SERIES 12.

Data From the Institutionalized Population Surveys—
Discontinued in 1975. Reports from these surveys are included in
Series 13.

SERIES 13.

Data From the National Health Care Survey—These reports
contain statistics on health resources and the public’s use of
health care resources including ambulatory, hospital, and
long-term care services based on data collected directly from
health care providers and provider records.

For answers to questions about this report or for a list of reports published in
these series, contact:
Data Dissemination Branch
National Center for Health Statistics
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
6525 Belcrest Road, Room 1064
Hyattsville, MD 20782-2003
(301) 436–8500
E-mail: nchsquery@cdc.gov
Internet: http://www.cdc.gov/nchswww

