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Highlights

e From January to March 2009, 44.9
million persons of all ages (14.9%)
were uninsured at the time of
interview, 57.7 million (19.2%) had
been uninsured for at least part of the
year prior to interview, and 32.1
million (10.7%) had been uninsured
for more than a year at the time of
interview.

e From January to March 2009, the
percentage of children under age 18
years who were uninsured at the time
of interview was 8.2%.

e From January to March 2009,
63.5% of unemployed adults aged
18-64 years and 21.5% of employed
adults in this age group had been
uninsured for at least part of the past
year. Also, 34.8% of unemployed
adults aged 18-64 and 13.2% of
employed adults in this age group
had been uninsured for more than a
year.

e During the first 3 months of 2009,
23.8% of persons under age 65 years
with private health insurance were
enrolled in a high deductible health
plan (HDHP), including 6.6% who
were enrolled in a consumer-directed
health plan (CDHP). Almost 50% of
persons with a private plan obtained
by means other than through an
employer were in a HDHP. An
estimated 20.1% of persons with a
private plan were in a family with a
flexible spending account (FSA) for
medical expenses.

Introduction

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention’s (CDC) National
Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) is
releasing selected estimates of health
insurance coverage for the civilian
noninstitutionalized U.S. population
based on data from the January-March
2009 National Health Interview Survey

(NHIS), along with comparable
estimates from the 1997-2008 NHIS.
Data analyses for the January-March
2009 NHIS were based on 9,473
persons in the Family Core, which is
approximately half the usual quarterly
sample. Estimates based on this smaller
sample size for the first quarter have
larger variances, and this should be
taken into account when evaluating
these finding. Large variances make it
more difficult to detect significant
differences between estimates.
Observed changes between the last two
data points should be reevaluated when
the next quarter of data become
available.

Three measures of lack of health
insurance coverage are provided: (i)
uninsured at the time of interview, (ii)
uninsured at least part of the year prior
to interview (which also includes

persons uninsured for more than a year),
and (iii) uninsured for more than a year
at the time of interview. Estimates of
public and private coverage are also
presented.

For individuals with private health
insurance, estimates are presented for
enrollment in high deductible health
plans (HDHPs), enrollment in
consumer-directed health plans
(CDHPs), and being in a family with a
flexible spending account (FSA) for
medical expenses. For more information
about NHIS and the Early Release (ER)
Program, please see the Technical
Notes and Additional Early Release
Program Products sections of this
report.

This report is updated quarterly and
is part of the NHIS ER Program, which
releases updated selected estimates that
are available from the NHIS website at
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Figure 1. Percentage of persons without health insurance, by three measurements and age group, and
percentage of persons with health insurance at the time of interview, by coverage type and age group:

United States, January-March 2009

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey 2009, Family Core component. The
estimates for 2009 are based on data collected from January through March. Data are based on
household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized population.
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http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhis.htm.
Results

Lack of health insurance
coverage

From January to March 2009, the
percentage of persons uninsured at the
time of interview was 14.9% (44.9
million) for persons of all ages, 16.9%
(44.4 million) for persons under age 65
years, 20.3% (38.4 million) for persons
aged 18-64, and 8.2% (6.0 million) for
children under age 18 (Tables 1 and 2).

Based on data from the January-
March 2009 NHIS, a total of 57.7
million (19.2%) persons of all ages
were uninsured for at least part of the
year prior to interview (Tables 1 and 2).
Adults aged 18-64 were almost twice as
likely to experience this lack of
coverage (25.0%) as children (13.3%).

Data from January to March 2009
also revealed that 12.1% (31.8 million)
of persons under age 65 (14.8% of
adults and 5.3% of children) had been
uninsured for more than a year (Tables
1 and 2). Children were less likely than
adults aged 18-64 to have been
uninsured for more than a year (Figure
1).

Public and private coverage

From January to March 2009,
21.1% of persons under age 65 years
were covered by public health plans at
the time of interview, and 63.7% were
covered by private health insurance
plans (Table 3). Almost two-thirds
(66.8%) of adults aged 18-64 were
covered by a private plan, compared
with 55.8% of children under age 18
(Figure 1).

More than one-third of children
(38.7%) were covered by a public plan,
compared with 14.1% of adults aged
18-64 (Figure 1). The percentage of
children covered by a public health plan
increased from 34.2% in 2008 to 38.7%
in the first 3 months of 20009.

Insurance coverage, by
poverty status

From January to March 2009,
12.7% of poor children and 10.5% of
near poor children (see Technical Notes
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Figure 2. Percentage of persons under age 65 years without health insurance coverage at the time of
interview, by age group and sex: United States, January-March 2009

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey 2009, Family Core component. The
estimates for 2009 are based on data collected from January through March. Data are based on
household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized population.

[[] CDHP (HDHP with HSA) Il HDHP no HSA

Percent
30

23.8

2007 2008

2009 (Jan—Mar)

Figure 3. Percentage of persons under age 65 years who are enrolled in a high deductible health plan
without a health savings account or in a consumer-directed health plan, among those with private health
insurance: United States, 2007-March 2009

NOTES: HDHP no HSA is high deductible health plan without a health savings account. CDHP is
consumer-directed health plan, which is a HDHP with a HSA. The individual components of HDHPs may
not add to up to the total, due to rounding.

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey 2007-2009, Family Core component.
The estimates for 2009 are based on data collected from January through March. Data are based on
household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized population.
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for definition of poverty) did not have
health insurance coverage at the time of
interview (Table 4). The percentage of
near poor children who lacked coverage
at the time of interview decreased from
15.6% in 2008 to 10.5% in the first 3
months of 2009.

Based on January to March 2009
data, 80.3% of poor children and 59.8%
of near poor children were covered by a
public health plan at the time of
interview (Table 5). The observed
increase in public coverage for near
poor children from 53.4% in 2008 to
59.8% in the first 3 months of 2009 was
not significant. Based on January to
March 2009 data, 39.4% of poor adults
aged 18-64 were covered by a public
plan (Table 5).

From January to March 2009, 8.6%
of poor children and 36.7% of near poor
children were covered by private health
insurance at the time of interview
(Table 6). There was no significant
change in private coverage for poor,
near poor, and not poor children
between 2008 and the first 3 months of
2009. Among poor adults aged 18-64,
19.1% were covered by private health
insurance in the first 3 months of 2009.

Lack of coverage, by
selected demographic
characteristics

Race/ethnicity

Based on data from the January to
March 2009 NHIS, Hispanic persons
were considerably more likely than non-
Hispanic white persons, non-Hispanic
black persons, and non-Hispanic Asian
persons to be uninsured at the time of
interview, to have been uninsured for at
least part of the past 12 months, and to
have been uninsured for more than a
year (Table 7).

Approximately one-third of
Hispanic persons were uninsured at the
time of interview or had been uninsured
for at least part of the past year, and
more than one-fourth of Hispanic
persons had been without health
insurance coverage for more than a
year.
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Figure 4. Percentage of persons under age 65 years with private health insurance who are enrolled in a
high deductible health plan, by source of coverage: United States, 2007-March 2009

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey 2007-2009, Family Core
component. The estimates for 2009 are based on data collected from January through March. Data are
based on household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized population.
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Figure 5. Percentage of persons under age 65 years with private health insurance who are in a family
with a flexible spending account for medical expenses: United States, 2007-March 2009

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey 2007-2009, Family Core
component. The estimates for 2009 are based on data collected from January through March. Data are
based on household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized population.
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Age and sex

For all persons under age 65 years,
the percentage who were uninsured at
the time of interview was highest
among those aged 18-24 (29.6%) and
lowest among those under age 18
(8.2%) (Figure 2). Starting at age 18,
younger adults were more likely than
older adults to lack health insurance
coverage. Among adults in age groups
18-24, 25-34, and 35-44 years, men
were more likely than women to lack
health insurance coverage at the time of
interview.

Other demographic
characteristics

Lack of health insurance coverage
was greatest in the South and West
regions of the United States (Table 7).
Among adults who lacked a high school
diploma, 35.5% were uninsured at the
time of interview, 39.1% had been
uninsured for at least part of the past
year, and 29.5% had been uninsured for
more than a year at the time of
interview. These rates are two to more
than three times as high as those for
persons with more than a high school
education. Among currently
unemployed adults aged 18-64, 63.5%
had been uninsured for at least part of
the past year, and 34.8% had been
uninsured for more than a year. Among
employed adults aged 18-64, 21.5% had
been uninsured for at least part of the
past year, and 13.2% had been
uninsured for more than a year. Married
or widowed adults were more likely to
have coverage than those who were
divorced, separated, living with a
partner, or never married.

Estimates of enrollment in
HDHPs, CDHPs, and FSAs

Based on data from the January to
March 2009 NHIS, 23.7% of persons
under age 65 years with private health
insurance were enrolled in a HDHP,
including 6.6% who were enrolled in a
CDHP and 17.1 % who were enrolled
in a HDHP without a health savings
account (HSA) (Figure 3). (See
Technical Notes for definitions of
HDHP, CDHP, and HSA.) Enrollment
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Figure 6. Percentage of children under age 18 years who lacked health insurance coverage at the
time of interview, for at least part of the past year, or for more than a year: United States, 1997-
March 2009

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey 1997-2009, Family Core
component. The estimates for 2009 are based on data collected from January through March. Data
are based on household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized population.
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Figure 7. Percentage of adults aged 18-64 years who lacked health insurance coverage at the time of
interview, for at least part of the past year, or for more than a year: United States, 1997-March 2009

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey 1997-2009, Family Core
component. The estimates for 2009 are based on data collected from January through March. Data are
based on household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized population.
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in HDHPs increased from 17.5% in
2007 to 23.8% in the first 3 months of
2009. There was a significant increase
in enrollment in HDHPs without HSAs
between 2007 and March 2009.
However, the observed increase in
CDHP enrollment between 2007 and
March 2009 was not significant.

Based on data from the first 3
months of 2009, among persons under
age 65 with private health insurance,
21.4% with employer-based coverage
were enrolled in a HDHP, compared
with almost 50% of those with a private
plan that was directly purchased or
obtained through means other than an
employer (Figure 4). The percentage of
persons covered by employer-based
private plans that are HDHPs increased
from 15.6% in 2007 to 21.4% in the
first 3 months of 2009. The percentage
of persons covered by directly
purchased private health plans that are
HDHPs increased from 39.2% in 2007
to 49.6% in the first 3 months of 20009.
Approximately 8% of private health
plans are obtained through means other
than an employer for persons under age
65 (estimates not shown).

During the first 3 months of 2009,
among persons under age 65 with
private health insurance, 20.1% were in
a family that had an FSA for medical
expenses (Figure 5). (See Technical
Notes for definition of FSA). This is an
increase from 2007, when 16.7% of
persons under age 65 with private
insurance were in a family with a FSA.

Long-term trends in
coverage

Lack of health insurance coverage

The percentage of children
uninsured at the time of interview
decreased from 13.9% in 1997 to 8.2%
in the first 3 months of 2009 (Figure 6).
Since 2002, the percentage of adults
aged 18-64 who were uninsured at the
time of interview has remained
relatively stable and has ranged between
18.9% and 20.3% (Table 1).

The percentage of children who
were uninsured during at least part of
the year prior to interview decreased
from 18.1% in 1997 to 13.3% in the
first 3 months of 2009 (Figure 6).
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Figure 8. Percentage uninsured at the time of interview, by poverty status, for children under age 18 years:

United States, 1997-2008

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey 1997-2009, Family Core component.
The estimates for 2009 are based on data collected from January through March. Data are based on

household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized population.
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Figure 9. Percentage uninsured at the time of interview, by poverty status, for adults aged 18-64

years: United States, 1997-March 2009

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey 1997-2009, Family Core
component. The estimates for 2009 are based on data collected from January through March. Data
are based on household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized population.
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However, since 2003, the percentage of
children uninsured during at least part
of the year prior to interview has
remained relatively stable and has
ranged from 12.6% to 13.7%. Between
1997 and the first 3 months of 2009, the
percentage of adults aged 18-64 who
lacked coverage for at least part of the
year prior to interview fluctuated
between 22.2% and 25.0% (Figure 7
and Table 1).

Among adults aged 18-64, the
percentage uninsured for more than a
year fluctuated between 11.9% and
14.8% between 1997 and the first 3
months of 2009 (Figure 7). By contrast,
the percentage of children uninsured for
more than a year decreased from 8.4%
in 1997 to 5.3% in 2003 (Figure 6).
Since 2003, the percentage of children
uninsured for more than a year has
remained relatively steady, ranging
between 5.0% and 5.6%.

Public and private coverage

Public coverage rates among both
children and adults aged 18-64 are
higher now than in 1997 (Table 3).
Conversely, private health care
coverage rates among both children and
adults aged 18-64 are lower now than in
1997.

Insurance coverage, by poverty
status

The percentage of poor children
who were uninsured at the time of
interview decreased from 1997 through
March 2009 (Figure 8). During the
same period, the percentage of poor
adults who were uninsured remained
relatively stable (Figure 9).

Among children, all poverty status
groups experienced an increase in
public coverage between 1997 and
March 2009 (Table 5). However, the
largest increase was seen among near
poor children, for whom coverage by a
public plan more than doubled during
the same period.

The rate of private coverage among
near poor children was 18.3 percentage
points lower in the first 3 months of
2009 than in 1997 (Table 6). As shown
in Figure 10, among near poor children
the percentage without health insurance
and the percentage with private health
insurance coverage have declined since
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Figure 10. Percentage with health insurance, by coverage type, and percentage uninsured at the
time of interview, for near poor children under age 18 years: United States, 1997-March 2009

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey 1997-2009, Family Core
component. The estimates for 2009 are based on data collected from January through March. Data
are based on household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized nopulation.
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Figure 11. Percentage with health insurance, by coverage type, and percentage uninsured at the time of
interview, for near poor adults aged 18-64 years: United States, 1997- March 2009

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey 1997-2009, Family Core component.
The estimates for 2009 are based on data collected from January through March. Data are based on
household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized population.
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1997, while public coverage increased.
Private coverage decreased among near
poor adults aged 18-64 from 52.6% in
1997 to 39.1% in the first 3 months of
2009 (Figure 11). Private coverage
among not poor adults decreased from
87.1% in 1997 to 82.3% in the first 3
months of 2009.
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Table 1. Percentage of persons who lacked health insurance coverage at the time of
interview, for at least part of the past year, or for more than a year, by age group:
United States, 1997-March 2009

Age group and year Uninsur_ed1 at the time Uninsured? for at Ieaszt Uninsured® for ,
of interview part of the past year more than a year
Percent (standard error)
All ages
1997 15.4 (0.21) 19.5 (0.24) 10.4 (0.18)
1998 14.6 (0.23) 18.6 (0.26) 9.8 (0.19)
1999 14.2 (0.22) 18.2 (0.25) 9.3 (0.19)
2000 14.9 (0.22) 18.7 (0.24) 9.6 (0.18)
2001 14.3 (0.23) 18.0 (0.26) 9.3 (0.18)
2002 14.7 (0.22) 18.3 (0.24) 9.3 (0.17)
2003 15.2 (0.24) 18.6 (0.26) 10.0 (0.19)
2004 (Method 1)° 14.7 (0.21) 18.0 (0.23) 10.1 (0.17)
2004 (Method 2)3 14.6 (0.20) 17.9 (0.23) 10.1 (0.17)
2005° 14.2 (0.21) 17.6 (0.23) 10.0 (0.18)
2006%* 14.8 (0.26) 18.6 (0.29) 10.5 (0.22)
20073 14.5 (0.29) 18.2 (0.34) 10.3 (0.24)
20083 14.7 (0.32) 18.7 (0.33) 10.6 (0.26)
2009° (January-March) 14.9 (0.79) 19.2 (0.84) 10.7 (0.66)
Under 65 years
1997 17.4 (0.24) 21.9 (0.28) 11.8 (0.21)
1998 16.5 (0.26) 20.9 (0.29) 11.0 (0.21)
1999 16.0 (0.25) 20.4 (0.28) 10.5 (0.21)
2000 16.8 (0.24) 21.0 (0.26) 10.8 (0.20)
2001 16.2 (0.26) 20.3 (0.29) 10.5 (0.21)
2002 16.5 (0.24) 20.6 (0.27) 10.4 (0.19)
2003 17.2 (0.27) 20.9 (0.28) 11.2 (0.21)
2004 (Method 1)° 16.6 (0.23) 20.2 (0.26) 11.4 (0.19)
2004 (Method 2)3 16.4 (0.23) 20.1 (0.26) 11.4 (0.19)
2005° 16.0 (0.24) 19.9 (0.26) 11.3 (0.21)
2006°* 16.8 (0.29) 20.9 (0.32) 11.8 (0.25)
20073 16.4 (0.33) 20.5 (0.38) 11.7 (0.27)
2008® 16.7 (0.36) 21.2 (0.37) 12.0 (0.29)
2009° (January-March) 16.9 (0.89) 21.7 (0.94) 12.1 (0.74)
18-64 years
1997 18.9 (0.23) 23.6 (0.26) 13.3 (0.21)
1998 18.2 (0.27) 22.5 (0.30) 12.5 (0.23)
1999 17.8 (0.26) 22.2 (0.29) 11.9 (0.23)
2000 18.7 (0.27) 22.9 (0.29) 12.4 (0.23)
2001 18.3 (0.27) 22.4 (0.29) 12.3 (0.22)
2002 19.1 (0.26) 23.1 (0.29) 12.5 (0.21)
2003 20.1 (0.29) 23.8 (0.31) 13.7 (0.25)
2004 (Method 1)3 19.4 (0.26) 23.2 (0.29) 13.8 (0.21)
2004 (Method 2)° 19.3 (0.26) 23.1 (0.29) 13.8 (0.21)
20053 18.9 (0.26) 22.8 (0.28) 13.8 (0.23)
2006°* 19.8 (0.33) 24.1 (0.36) 14.5 (0.29)
20073 19.4 (0.36) 23.7 (0.40) 14.3 (0.32)
20083 19.7 (0.40) 24.3 (0.40) 14.6 (0.34)
2009° (January-March) 20.3 (0.97) 25.0 (1.01) 14.8 (0.84)

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 1. Percentage of persons who lacked health insurance coverage at the time of
interview, for at least part of the past year, or for more than a year, by age group:
United States, 1997-March 2009 (continued)

Age group and year UninsursadzL at the time Uninsured® for at Ieaszt Uninsured® for ,
of interview part of the past year more than a year
Percent (standard error)
Under 18 years

1997 13.9 (0.36) 18.1 (0.41) 8.4 (0.29)
1998 12.7 (0.34) 17.1 (0.40) 7.6 (0.27)
1999 11.8 (0.32) 16.3 (0.39) 7.2 (0.26)
2000 12.3 (0.32) 16.7 (0.35) 7.0 (0.23)
2001 11.0 (0.34) 15.2 (0.41) 6.3 (0.25)
2002 10.5 (0.32) 14.6 (0.37) 5.6 (0.24)
2003 10.1 (0.34) 13.7 (0.37) 5.3 (0.25)
2004 (Method 1)° 9.6 (0.29) 12.9 (0.33) 5.4 (0.25)
2004 (Method 2)3 9.4 (0.29) 12.7 (0.33) 5.4 (0.25)
2005° 8.9 (0.29) 12.6 (0.33) 5.3 (0.24)
2006°* 9.3 (0.34) 13.0 (0.40) 5.2 (0.26)
20073 8.9 (0.40) 12.6 (0.48) 5.0 (0.28)
20083 8.9 (0.43) 13.3 (0.49) 5.6 (0.35)
2009° (January-March) 8.2 (1.14) 13.3 (1.23) 5.3 (0.91)

A person was defined as uninsured if he or she did not have any private health insurance, Medicare, Medicaid, State Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP), state-sponsored or other government-sponsored health plan, or military plan. A person was also defined as
uninsured if he or she had only Indian Health Service coverage or had only a private plan that paid for one type of service, such as
accidents or dental care.

2A year is defined as the 12 months prior to interview.

®Beginning in the third quarter of 2004, two additional questions were added to the National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) insurance
section to reduce potential errors in reporting Medicare and Medicaid status. Persons aged 65 years and over not reporting Medicare
coverage were asked explicitly about Medicare coverage, and persons under age 65 with no reported coverage were asked explicitly about
Medicaid coverage. Estimates of uninsurance for 2004 were calculated without using the additional information from these questions
(noted as Method 1) and with the responses to these questions (noted as Method 2). Respondents who were reclassified as “covered” by
the additional questions received the appropriate follow-up questions concerning periods of noncoverage for insured respondents. These
reclassified respondents were excluded in the tabulation of “uninsured for more than a year” using Method 1 in 2004. Beginning in 2005,
all estimates were calculated using Method 2. See “Technical Notes” for additional information.

“In 2006, NHIS underwent a sample redesign. The impact of the new sample design on estimates presented in this report is expected to
be minimal.

NOTE: Estimates are based on approximately half of the usual quarterly sample. Estimates based on this smaller sample size for the first
quarter have larger variances making it more difficult to detect significant differences between estimates. Observed changes between the
last two data points should be reevaluated when the next quarter of data becomes available.

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey, 1997-2009, Family Core component. The estimates for 2009 are based on
data collected from January through March. Data are based on household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized
population.
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Table 2. Number of persons who lacked health insurance coverage at the time
of interview, for at least part of the past year, or for more than a year, by age group:
United States, 1997-March 2009

Age group and year Uninsured® at the time | Uninsured? for at least Uninsured? for
of interview part of the past year? more than a year?
Number in millions
All ages
1997 41.0 51.9 27.7
1998 39.3 49.9 26.3
1999 38.7 49.4 25.3
2000 41.3 51.8 26.6
2001 40.2 50.4 26.1
2002 41.5 51.7 26.2
2003 43.6 53.1 28.5
2004 (Method 1)° 42.5 52.0 29.2
2004 (Method 2)° 42.1 51.6 29.2
2005° 41.2 51.3 29.2
200634 43.6 54.5 30.7
20073 43.1 53.9 30.6
2008° 43.8 55.9 31.7
2009° (January-March) 44.9 57.7 32.1
Under 65 years
1997 40.7 51.4 27.6
1998 39.0 49.5 26.2
1999 38.3 48.9 25.1
2000 40.8 51.3 26.4
2001 39.8 49.9 25.9
2002 41.1 51.2 25.9
2003 43.2 52.5 28.3
2004 (Method 1)3 42.0 51.3 28.9
2004 (Method 2)3 41.7 51.0 28.9
20053 41.0 50.9 29.0
2006°* 43.3 54.0 30.5
20073 42.8 53.5 30.4
2008* 43.6 55.5 31.6
2009° (January-March) 44 .4 57.0 31.8
18-64 years
1997 30.8 38.5 21.7
1998 30.0 37.2 20.7
1999 29.8 37.1 19.9
2000 32.0 39.2 21.3
2001 31.9 38.9 21.4
2002 33.5 40.6 21.9
2003 35.9 42.5 24.5
etho . . .
2004 (Method 1)° 35.0 41.9 25.0
2004 (Method 2)3 34.9 41.8 25.0
2005° 34.5 41.7 25.2
2006%* 36.5 44.5 26.8
20073 36.3 44.2 26.8
2008° 37.1 45.6 27.5
anuary-Marc . . .
2009° (J y-March) 38.4 47.1 27.9

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 2. Number of persons who lacked health insurance coverage at the time
of interview, for at least part of the past year, or for more than a year, by age group:
United States, 1997-March 2009 (continued)

Age group and year Uninsured! at the time | Uninsured® for at least Uninsured? for
of interview part of the past year? more than a year?
Number in millions
Under 18 years
1997 9.9 12.9 6.0
1998 9.1 12.3 55
1999 8.5 11.8 5.2
2000 8.9 12.0 51
2001 7.9 11.0 4.5
2002 7.6 10.6 4.1
2003 7.3 10.0 3.9
2004 (Method 1)° 7.0 9.4 4.0
2004 (Method 2)° 6.8 9.3 3.9
20053 6.5 9.3 3.9
2006°* 6.8 9.5 3.8
20073 6.5 9.3 3.7
2008° 6.6 9.9 4.1
2009° (January-March) 6.0 9.8 3.9

A person was defined as uninsured if he or she did not have any private health insurance, Medicare, Medicaid, State Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP), state-sponsored or other government-sponsored health plan, or military plan. A person was also defined as
uninsured if he or she had only Indian Health Service coverage or had only a private plan that paid for one type of service, such as
accidents or dental care.

2A year is defined as the 12 months prior to interview.

3Beginning in the third quarter of 2004, two additional questions were added to the National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) insurance
section to reduce potential errors in reporting Medicare and Medicaid status. Persons aged 65 years and over not reporting Medicare
coverage were asked explicitly about Medicare coverage, and persons under age 65 with no reported coverage were asked explicitly about
Medicaid coverage. Estimates of uninsurance for 2004 were calculated without using the additional information from these questions
(noted as Method 1) and with the responses to these questions (noted as Method 2). Respondents who were reclassified as “covered” by
the additional questions received the appropriate follow-up questions concerning periods of noncoverage for insured respondents. These
reclassified respondents were excluded in the tabulation of “uninsured for more than a year” using Method 1 in 2004. Beginning in 2005,
all estimates were calculated using Method 2. See “Technical Notes” for additional information.

“In 2006, NHIS underwent a sample redesign. The impact of the new sample design on estimates presented in this report is expected to
be minimal.

NOTE: Estimates are based on approximately half of the usual quarterly sample. Estimates based on this smaller sample size for the first
quarter have larger variances making it more difficult to detect significant differences between estimates. Observed changes between the
last two data points should be reevaluated when the next quarter of data becomes available.

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey, 1997-2009, Family Core component. The estimates for 2009 are based on
data collected from January through March. Data are based on household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized
population.
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Table 3. Percentage of persons under 65 years of age with public health plan or
private health insurance coverage at the time of interview, by age group: United
States, 1997-March 2009

Type of coverage and year | Under 65 years ‘ Under 18 years | 18-64 years
Percent (standard error)

Public health plan coverage*
1997 13.6 (0.25) 21.4 (0.48) 10.2 (0.20)
1998 12.7 (0.26) 20.0 (0.49) 9.5 (0.21)
1999 12.4 (0.24) 20.4 (0.46) 9.0 (0.19)
2000 12.9 (0.26) 22.0 (0.50) 9.1 (0.19)
2001 13.6 (0.26) 23.6 (0.50) 9.4 (0.21)
2002 15.2 (0.29) 27.1 (0.54) 10.3 (0.23)
2003 16.0 (0.31) 28.6 (0.58) 10.9 (0.24)
2004 (Method 1)° 16.1 (0.29) 28.5 (0.54) 11.1 (0.22)
2004 (Method 2)° 16.2 (0.29) 28.7 (0.54) 11.1 (0.23)
20053 16.8 (0.29) 29.9 (0.56) 11.5 (0.22)
2006°4 18.1 (0.35) 32.3 (0.69) 12.4 (0.26)
20073 18.1 (0.40) 32.7 (0.77) 12.3 (0.31)
20083 19.3 (0.42) 34.2 (0.79) 13.4 (0.33)
2009° (January-March) 21.1 (0.96) 38.7 (2.11) 14.1 (0.69)

Private health insurance
coverage?

1997 70.8 (0.35) 66.2 (0.57) 72.8 (0.30)
1998 72.0 (0.36) 68.5 (0.55) 73.5 (0.32)
1999 73.1 (0.36) 69.1 (0.55) 74.7 (0.33)
2000 71.8 (0.34) 67.1 (0.53) 73.8 (0.32)
2001 71.6 (0.37) 66.7 (0.57) 73.7 (0.33)
2002 69.8 (0.39) 63.9 (0.61) 72.3 (0.35)
2003 68.2 (0.40) 62.6 (0.60) 70.6 (0.36)
20043 68.6 (0.39) 63.1 (0.59) 70.9 (0.36)
20053 68.4 (0.39) 62.4 (0.60) 70.9 (0.36)
2006°4 66.5 (0.48) 59.7 (0.72) 69.2 (0.43)
20073 66.8 (0.53) 59.9 (0.82) 69.6 (0.47)
20083 65.4 (0.57) 58.3 (0.84) 68.1 (0.54)
2009° (January-March) 63.7 (1.39) 55.8 (2.33) 66.8 (1.17)

1«public health plan coverage” includes Medicaid, State Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), state-sponsored or other government-
sponsored health plan, Medicare (disability), and military plans.

2«private health insurance coverage” excludes plans that paid for only one type of service, such as accidents or dental care. A small
number of persons were covered by both public and private plans and were included in both categories.

®Beginning in the third quarter of 2004, two additional questions were added to the National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) insurance
section to reduce potential errors in reporting Medicare and Medicaid status. Persons aged 65 years and over not reporting Medicare
coverage were asked explicitly about Medicare coverage, and persons under age 65 with no reported coverage were asked explicitly about
Medicaid coverage. Estimates of uninsurance for 2004 were calculated without using the additional information from these questions
(noted as Method 1) and with the responses to these questions (noted as Method 2). Respondents who were reclassified as “covered” by
the additional questions received the appropriate follow-up questions concerning periods of noncoverage for insured respondents. The two
additional questions added beginning in the third quarter of 2004 did not affect the estimates of private coverage. Beginning in 2005, all
estimates were calculated using Method 2. See “Technical Notes” for additional information.

4In 2006, NHIS underwent a sample redesign. The impact of the new sample design on estimates presented in this report is expected to
be minimal.

Early Release of Health Insurance Estimates Based on Data From the 2009 National Health Interview Survey 12




(Released 9/2009)

NOTE: Estimates are based on approximately half of the usual quarterly sample. Estimates based on this smaller sample size for the first
quarter have larger variances making it more difficult to detect significant differences between estimates. Observed changes between the
last two data points should be reevaluated when the next quarter of data becomes available.

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey, 1997-2009, Family Core component. The estimates for 2009 are based on
data collected from January through March. Data are based on household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized
population.
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Table 4. Percentage uninsured at the time of interview for persons under 65 years of
age, by age group and poverty status: United States, 1997-March 2009

Age aroup and vear Poverty status’

ge9 P Y Total | Poor | Near poor | Not poor | Unknown

Percent uninsured? (standard error)
Under 65 years
1997 17.4 (0.24) 32.7 (0.80) 30.4 (0.70) 8.9 (0.22) 21.6 (0.59)
1998 16.5 (0.26) 32.7 (0.84) 30.8 (0.79) 8.0 (0.22) 20.7 (0.59)
1999 16.0 (0.25) 32.1 (0.93) 30.7 (0.73) 7.8 (0.20) 20.1 (0.48)
2000 16.8 (0.24) 32.7 (0.89) 31.3 (0.69) 8.7 (0.22) 19.7 (0.51)
2001 16.2 (0.26) 31.0 (0.99) 28.6 (0.69) 8.4 (0.21) 20.3 (0.53)
2002 16.5 (0.24) 28.6 (0.80) 28.3 (0.70) 9.5 (0.24) 20.7 (0.55)
2003 17.2 (0.27) 29.4 (0.91) 30.2 (0.70) 9.1 (0.25) 21.3 (0.52)
2004 (Method 1)3* 16.6 (0.23) 30.5 (0.93) 29.1 (0.67) 9.4 (0.23) 18.7 (0.48)
2004 (Method 2)** 16.4 (0.23) 30.1 (0.91) 28.9 (0.67) 9.4 (0.23) 18.6 (0.48)
20053 16.0 (0.24) 28.4 (0.78) 28.6 (0.63) 9.1 (0.22) 18.5 (0.48)
2006%° 16.8 (0.29) 29.2 (0.98) 30.8 (0.80) 9.7 (0.29) 17.5 (0.49)
2007° 16.4 (0.33) 28.0 (1.04) 30.2 (0.91) 9.8 (0.27) 20.8 (0.74)
20083 16.7 (0.36) 27.9 (1.08) 30.6 (0.82) 10.2 (0.27) 21.0 (0.73)
2009° (Jan.-March) 16.9 (0.89) 30.5 (2.43) 27.4 (1.93) 10.1 (0.83) 22.1 (2.26)
Under 18 years
1997 13.9 (0.36) 22.4 (0.99) 22.8 (0.96) 6.1 (0.33) 18.3 (0.90)
1998 12.7 (0.34) 21.6 (1.02) 22.5 (0.97) 4.9 (0.29) 16.5 (0.75)
1999 11.8 (0.32) 21.4 (1.13) 21.6 (0.92) 4.4 (0.29) 14.9 (0.69)
2000 12.3 (0.32) 20.6 (1.04) 21.4 (0.93) 5.3 (0.30) 15.0 (0.72)
2001 11.0 (0.34) 18.8 (1.24) 17.0 (0.85) 4.4 (0.26) 15.5 (0.84)
2002 10.5 (0.32) 15.9 (0.97) 15.7 (0.84) 5.3 (0.36) 14.1 (0.76)
2003 10.1 (0.34) 15.4 (1.06) 14.7 (0.88) 4.8 (0.33) 13.5 (0.67)
2004 (Method 1)3* 9.6 (0.29) 16.2 (1.23) 15.5 (0.81) 5.0 (0.30) 10.5 (0.56)
2004 (Method 2)%* 9.4 (0.29) 15.3 (1.17) 15.1 (0.81) 5.0 (0.30) 10.3 (0.56)
20053 8.9 (0.29) 13.0 (0.92) 14.7 (0.79) 4.6 (0.30) 11.0 (0.66)
2006°° 9.3 (0.34) 12.7 (1.06) 16.5 (1.05) 4.8 (0.39) 10.0 (0.63)
2007° 8.9 (0.40) 11.4 (1.08) 15.5 (1.10) 4.9 (0.34) 11.8 (1.01)
20083 8.9 (0.43) 12.4 (1.13) 15.6 (1.07) 4.8 (0.39) 11.0 (0.97)
2009 (Jan.-March) 8.2 (1.14) 12.7 (2.41) 10.5 (2.12) 5.1 (1.30) 10.2 (2.86)
18-64 years

1997 18.9 (0.23) 40.2 (0.88) 34.9 (0.71) 9.9 (0.22) 22.9 (0.58)
1998 18.2 (0.27) 40.8 (1.02) 36.0 (0.83) 9.2 (0.23) 22.2 (0.60)
1999 17.8 (0.26) 39.9 (1.11) 36.3 (0.81) 9.0 (0.20) 22.2 (0.50)
2000 18.7 (0.27) 41.1 (1.05) 37.4 (0.77) 10.0 (0.24) 21.5 (0.53)
2001 18.3 (0.27) 39.5 (1.19) 35.6 (0.78) 9.9 (0.22) 22.1 (0.52)
2002 19.1 (0.26) 37.0 (1.09) 36.2 (0.77) 11.0 (0.25) 23.2 (0.56)
2003 20.1 (0.29) 38.2 (1.19) 39.5 (0.81) 10.6 (0.27) 24.2 (0.56)
2004 (Method 1)3* 19.4 (0.26) 40.1 (1.10) 36.9 (0.72) 11.0 (0.26) 21.7 (0.54)
2004 (Method 2)3* 19.3 (0.26) 39.9 (1.09) 36.8 (0.73) 11.0 (0.26) 21.6 (0.54)
20053 18.9 (0.26) 38.5 (0.95) 36.6 (0.73) 10.7 (0.24) 21.2 (0.52)
2006°° 19.8 (0.33) 40.0 (1.33) 38.6 (0.89) 11.4 (0.31) 20.3 (0.54)
2007° 19.4 (0.36) 38.6 (1.47) 39.3 (1.01) 11.4 (0.29) 23.8 (0.79)
2008® 19.7 (0.40) 37.7 (1.49) 39.9 (0.94) 11.9 (0.28) 24.4 (0.83)
2009 (Jan.-March) 20.3 (0.97) 42.5 (3.52) 37.4 (2.12) 11.7 (0.81) 26.0 (2.44)

IPoverty status is based on family income and family size, using the U.S. Census Bureau’s poverty thresholds. “Poor” persons are defined
as those below the poverty threshold, “near poor” persons have incomes of 100% to less than 200% of the poverty threshold, and “not
poor” persons have incomes of 200% of the poverty threshold or greater. The percentage of respondents with unknown poverty status
was 19.1% in 1997, 23.6% in 1998, 26.4% in 1999, 27.0% in 2000, 27.1% in 2001, 28.1% in 2002, 31.5% in 2003, 29.6% in 2004,
28.9% in 2005, 30.7% in 2006, 18.0% in 2007, 15.8% in 2008 and 11.6% in the first quarter of 2009. For more information on the
unknown income and poverty status categories, see the National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) Survey Description Document for years
1997-2005, available from: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhis.htm. Estimates may differ from estimates based on both reported and
imputed income. See “Technical Notes” for a discussion of the use of imputed income in the stratification of health insurance coverage by
poverty status.

’A person was defined as uninsured if he or she did not have any private health insurance, Medicare, Medicaid, State Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP), state-sponsored or other government-sponsored health plan, or military plan at the time of the interview. A
person was also defined as uninsured if he or she had only Indian Health Service coverage or had only a private plan that paid for one type
of service such as accidents or dental care.
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3Beginning in the third quarter of 2004, two additional questions were added to the NHIS insurance section to reduce potential errors in
reporting Medicare and Medicaid status. Persons aged 65 years and over not reporting Medicare coverage were asked explicitly about
Medicare coverage, and persons under age 65 with no reported coverage were asked explicitly about Medicaid coverage. Estimates of
uninsurance for 2004 were calculated without using the additional information from these questions (noted as Method 1) and with the
responses to these questions (noted as Method 2). Respondents who were reclassified as “covered” by the additional questions

received the appropriate follow-up questions concerning periods of noncoverage for insured respondents. Beginning in 2005, all estimates
were calculated using Method 2. See “Technical Notes” for additional information.

4In 2004, a much larger than expected proportion of respondents reported a family income of “$2.” Based on extensive review, these “$2”
responses were coded to “not ascertained” for the final 2004 NHIS data files. Effective with the March 2006 Early Release report, the 2004
estimates were recalculated to reflect this editing decision. For a complete discussion, see the NHIS Survey Description Document for 2004,
available from: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhis.htm. The problem with the “$2” income reports was fixed in the 2005 NHIS.

5In 2006, NHIS underwent a sample redesign. The impact of the new sample design on estimates presented in this report is expected to
be minimal.

In 2007, the income section of the NHIS was redesigned, and estimates by poverty status may not be directly comparable with earlier
years. See “Technical Notes” for further information on the income question changes.

NOTE: Estimates are based on approximately half of the usual quarterly sample. Estimates based on this smaller sample size for the first
quarter have larger variances making it more difficult to detect significant differences between estimates. Observed changes between the
last two data points should be reevaluated when the next quarter of data becomes available.

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey, 1997-2009, Family Core component. The estimates for 2009 are based on
data collected from January through March. Data are based on household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized
population.
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Table 5. Percentage of persons under 65 years of age with public health plan
coverage at the time of interview, by age group and poverty status: United States,
1997-March 2009

Age aroup and vear Poverty status®

ge group Y Total | Poor |  Nearpoor | Not poor | Unknown

Percent of persons with public health plan coverage? (standard error)
Under 65 years
1997 13.6 (0.25) 46.1 (1.01) 18.2 (0.56) 5.3 (0.19) 13.2 (0.49)
1998 12.7 (0.26) 44.7 (1.05) 17.5 (0.57) 5.1 (0.23) 13.4 (0.45)
1999 12.4 (0.24) 43.4 (1.04) 20.5 (0.63) 4.8 (0.18) 13.2 (0.43)
2000 12.9 (0.26) 43.7 (1.11) 21.7 (0.62) 5.3 (0.21) 12.8 (0.42)
2001 13.6 (0.26) 45.0 (1.14) 25.0 (0.39) 5.7 (0.21) 13.1 (0.42)
2002 15.2 (0.29) 47.0 (1.07) 27.5 (0.72) 6.1 (0.24) 16.6 (0.45)
2003 16.0 (0.31) 48.8 (1.16) 29.3 (0.75) 6.6 (0.27) 15.8 (0.48)
2004 (Method 1)** 16.1 (0.29) 50.7 (1.02) 27.6 (0.69) 6.9 (0.23) 16.0 (0.47)
2004 (Method 2)** 16.2 (0.29) 51.1 (1.01) 27.8 (0.68) 6.9 (0.23) 16.1 (0.47)
20053 16.8 (0.29) 50.6 (0.98) 30.0 (0.72) 7.4 (0.22) 16.4 (0.48)
2006%° 18.1 (0.35) 51.5 (1.17) 30.5 (0.78) 7.5 (0.28) 17.9 (0.64)
2007° 18.1 (0.40) 53.3 (1.34) 33.9 (0.91) 7.6 (0.30) 18.6 (0.77)
20083 19.3 (0.42) 55.5 (1.22) 34.7 (0.92) 8.5 (0.30) 19.4 (0.90)
2009° (Jan.-March) 21.1 (0.96) 55.8 (2.99) 37.6 (2.18) 8.8 (0.63) 19.3 (2.55)
Under 18 years
1997 21.4 (0.48) 62.1 (1.31) 24.3 (0.93) 6.3 (0.32) 21.4 (0.97)
1998 20.0 (0.49) 61.1 (1.34) 22.9 (0.95) 6.0 (0.39) 22.1 (0.95)
1999 20.4 (0.46) 60.7 (1.37) 28.7 (1.15) 6.0 (0.32) 22.2 (0.88)
2000 22.0 (0.50) 61.8 (1.48) 32.4 (1.13) 7.4 (0.39) 22.1 (0.85)
2001 23.6 (0.50) 65.2 (1.47) 37.0 (1.23) 8.1 (0.39) 23.1 (0.94)
2002 27.1 (0.54) 69.0 (1.33) 42.2 (1.18) 8.9 (0.45) 30.7 (0.99)
2003 28.6 (0.58) 72.3 (1.32) 47.2 (1.27) 9.8 (0.48) 28.5 (1.00)
2004 (Method 1)** 28.5 (0.54) 72.5 (1.36) 43.4 (1.20) 9.7 (0.45) 30.4 (1.01)
2004 (Method 2)3* 28.7 (0.54) 73.4 (1.34) 43.8 (1.20) 9.7 (0.45) 30.6 (1.01)
20053 29.9 (0.56) 73.3 (1.32) 47.3 (1.21) 10.7 (0.47) 30.8 (1.05)
2006%° 32.3 (0.69) 75.8 (1.32) 49.0 (1.45) 10.4 (0.53) 33.1 (1.25)
2007° 32.7 (0.77) 78.7 (1.38) 53.5 (1.44) 11.0 (0.60) 34.0 (1.54)
20083 34.2 (0.79) 79.4 (1.37) 53.4 (1.58) 13.1 (0.62) 35.1 (1.72)
2009® (Jan.-March) 38.7 (2.11) 80.3 (3.01) 59.8 (3.81) 13.5 (1.72) 37.1 (6.16)
18-64 years

1997 10.2 (0.20) 34.3 (0.93) 14.6 (0.51) 5.0 (0.18) 10.1 (0.41)
1998 9.5 (0.21) 32.9 (1.08) 14.1 (0.53) 4.8 (0.21) 10.0 (0.34)
1999 9.0 (0.19) 30.8 (0.98) 15.4 (0.52) 4.4 (0.17) 9.6 (0.33)
2000 9.1 (0.19) 31.1 (1.00) 15.2 (0.54) 4.5 (0.19) 9.1 (0.33)
2001 9.4 (0.21) 30.8 (1.10) 17.8 (0.62) 4.8 (0.20) 9.4 (0.33)
2002 10.3 (0.23) 32.5 (1.10) 18.3 (0.66) 5.1 (0.22) 11.2 (0.35)
2003 10.9 (0.24) 34.0 (1.19) 18.6 (0.68) 5.5 (0.24) 11.1 (0.37)
2004 (Method 1)** 11.1 (0.22) 36.1 (1.03) 18.5 (0.61) 5.9 (0.21) 10.8 (0.35)
2004 (Method 2)%* 11.1 (0.23) 36.3 (1.03) 18.6 (0.60) 5.9 (0.21) 10.9 (0.35)
20053 11.5 (0.22) 35.6 (0.98) 20.0 (0.61) 6.2 (0.20) 11.3 (0.36)
2006°° 12.4 (0.26) 35.6 (1.25) 20.3 (0.68) 6.5 (0.25) 12.3 (0.48)
2007° 12.3 (0.31) 37.0 (1.41) 21.7 (0.85) 6.5 (0.27) 13.4 (0.61)
20083 13.4 (0.33) 40.4 (1.34) 23.1 (0.80) 7.0 (0.28) 14.1 (0.77)
2009 (Jan.-March) 14.1 (0.69) 39.4 (3.41) 24.5 (1.98) 7.4 (0.53) 13.4 (1.75)

IPoverty status is based on family income and family size, using the U.S. Census Bureau’s poverty thresholds. “Poor” persons are defined
as those below the poverty threshold, “near poor” persons have incomes of 100% to less than 200% of the poverty threshold, and “not
poor” persons have incomes of 200% of the poverty threshold or greater. The percentage of respondents with unknown poverty status
was 19.1% in 1997, 23.6% in 1998, 26.4% in 1999, 27.0% in 2000, 27.1% in 2001, 28.1% in 2002, 31.5% in 2003, 29.6% in 2004,
28.9% in 2005, 30.7% in 2006, 18.0% in 2007, 15.8% in 2008 and 11.6% in the first quarter of 2009. For more information on the
unknown income and poverty status categories, see the National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) Survey Description Document for years
1997-2005, available from: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhis.htm. Estimates may differ from estimates based on both reported and
imputed income. See “Technical Notes” for a discussion of the use of imputed income in the stratification of health insurance coverage by
poverty status.

°The category “public health plan coverage” includes Medicaid, State Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), state-sponsored or
other government-sponsored health plans, Medicare (disability), and military plans. A small number of persons were covered by both
public and private plans and were included in both categories. See Table 6 for persons covered by private plans.

3Beginning in the third quarter of 2004, two additional questions were added to the NHIS insurance section to reduce potential errors in
reporting Medicare and Medicaid status. Persons aged 65 years and over not reporting Medicare coverage were asked explicitly about
Medicare coverage, and persons under age 65 with no reported coverage were asked explicitly about Medicaid coverage. Estimates
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of uninsurance for 2004 were calculated without using the additional information from these questions (noted as Method 1) and with the
responses to these questions (noted as Method 2). Respondents who were reclassified as “covered” by the additional questions received
the appropriate follow-up questions concerning periods of noncoverage for insured respondents. Beginning in 2005, all estimates were
calculated using Method 2. See “Technical Notes” for additional information.

4 In 2004, a much larger than expected proportion of respondents reported a family income of “$2.” Based on extensive review, these
“$2” responses were coded to “not ascertained” for the final 2004 NHIS data files. Effective with the March 2006 Early Release report, the
2004 estimates were recalculated to reflect this editing decision. For a complete discussion, see the NHIS Survey Description Document for
2004, available from: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhis.htm. The problem with the “$2” income reports was fixed in the 2005 NHIS.
5In 2006, NHIS underwent a sample redesign. The impact of the new sample design on estimates presented in this report is expected to
be minimal.

In 2007, the income section of the NHIS was redesigned, and estimates by poverty status may not be directly comparable with earlier
years. See “Technical Notes” for further information on the income question changes.

NOTE: Estimates are based on approximately half of the usual quarterly sample. Estimates based on this smaller sample size for the first
quarter have larger variances making it more difficult to detect significant differences between estimates. Observed changes between the
last two data points should be reevaluated when the next quarter of data becomes available.

DATA SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health Interview Survey, 1997-2009, Family Core component. The estimates for 2009 are based on
data collected from January through March. Data are based on household interviews of a sample of the civilian noninstitutionalized
population.
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Table 6. Percentage of persons under 65 years of age with private health insurance
coverage at the time of interview, by age group and poverty status:
United States, 1997-March 2009

Age group and year Poverty status®

Total | Poor |  Near poor | Not poor | Unknown

Percent of persons with private health insurance coverage? (standard error)
Under 65 years
1997 70.8 (0.35) 22.9 (0.93) 53.5 (0.80) 87.6 (0.27) 66.7 (0.71)
1998 72.0 (0.36) 23.1 (1.02) 53.0 (0.92) 88.1 (0.29) 67.1 (0.71)
1999 73.1 (0.36) 26.1 (1.12) 50.9 (0.86) 88.9 (0.24) 68.0 (0.65)
2000 71.8 (0.34) 25.2 (1.00) 49.1 (0.87) 87.4 (0.28) 68.8 (0.63)
2001 71.6 (0.37) 25.5 (1.13) 48.4 (0.85) 87.2 (0.27) 67.8 (0.69)
2002 69.8 (0.39) 26.0 (1.14) 46.5 (0.89) 86.0 (0.33) 63.9 (0.71)
2003 68.2 (0.40) 23.4 (1.21) 42.3 (0.90) 85.8 (0.34) 64.1 (0.68)
20043 68.6 (0.39) 20.0 (1.11) 44.9 (0.85) 85.0 (0.32) 66.3 (0.70)
2005 68.4 (0.39) 22.1 (0.89) 43.2 (0.89) 84.7 (0.30) 66.2 (0.68)
2006* 66.5 (0.48) 20.6 (1.29) 40.6 (0.91) 84.1 (0.41) 65.7 (0.79)
2007° 66.8 (0.53) 20.1 (1.41) 37.9 (1.00) 83.8 (0.40) 61.7 (1.04)
20083 65.4 (0.58) 17.9 (1.21) 36.3 (1.00) 82.5 (0.38) 60.7 (1.16)
2009 (Jan.-March) 63.7 (1.39) 14.9 (2.67) 38.2 (2.55) 82.4 (1.11) 59.8 (3.21)
Under 18 years
1997 66.2 (0.57) 17.5 (1.09) 55.0 (1.15) 88.9 (0.43) 61.7 (1.18)
1998 68.5 (0.55) 19.3 (1.17) 56.3 (1.22) 89.9 (0.48) 62.1 (1.13)
1999 69.1 (0.55) 20.2 (1.16) 52.1 (1.23) 90.6 (0.39) 63.8 (1.02)
2000 67.1 (0.53) 19.5 (1.21) 48.8 (1.23) 88.4 (0.47) 64.2 (0.99)
2001 66.7 (0.57) 18.1 (1.12) 48.4 (1.23) 88.4 (0.40) 62.2 (1.16)
2002 63.9 (0.61) 17.2 (1.08) 44.9 (1.29) 86.9 (0.54) 56.3 (1.19)
2003 62.6 (0.60) 14.4 (1.06) 39.9 (1.28) 86.5 (0.56) 58.8 (1.07)
20043 63.1 (0.59) 12.6 (0.97) 43.0 (1.29) 86.4 (0.52) 60.0 (1.11)
2005 62.4 (0.60) 15.0 (1.10) 40.0 (1.31) 85.6 (0.52) 59.3 (1.16)
2006* 59.7 (0.72) 13.1 (1.10) 36.9 (1.37) 85.9 (0.63) 57.8 (1.28)
2007° 59.9 (0.82) 11.9 (1.08) 34.0 (1.46) 85.1 (0.63) 54.8 (1.82)
20083 58.3 (0.84) 10.4 (0.95) 32.9 (1.46) 83.1 (0.67) 54.8 (1.78)
2009°® (Jan.-March) 55.8 (2.33) 8.6 (2.43) 36.7 (4.16) 82.6 (2.13) 55.0 (6.22)
18-64 years

1997 72.8 (0.30) 26.8 (1.09) 52.6 (0.76) 87.1 (0.26) 68.6 (0.65)
1998 73.5 (0.32) 25.8 (1.17) 50.9 (0.90) 87.4 (0.27) 69.1 (0.66)
1999 74.7 (0.33) 30.4 (1.39) 50.2 (0.85) 88.2 (0.24) 69.7 (0.60)
2000 73.8 (0.32) 29.2 (1.16) 49.3 (0.83) 87.1 (0.27) 70.6 (0.61)
2001 73.7 (0.33) 31.7 (1.41) 48.4 (0.82) 86.8 (0.28) 69.9 (0.61)
2002 72.3 (0.35) 31.8 (1.50) 47.5 (0.85) 85.7 (0.30) 66.9 (0.62)
2003 70.6 (0.36) 29.0 (1.60) 43.7 (0.88) 85.5 (0.33) 66.0 (0.62)
20043 70.9 (0.36) 24.9 (1.39) 46.0 (0.79) 84.6 (0.31) 68.6 (0.65)
2005 70.9 (0.36) 26.8 (1.03) 45.0 (0.85) 84.4 (0.29) 68.7 (0.61)
2006* 69.2 (0.43) 25.5 (1.72) 42.6 (0.92) 83.6 (0.40) 68.6 (0.71)
2007° 69.6 (0.47) 25.4 (1.92) 40.4 (1.01) 83.4 (0.38) 64.0 (0.92)
20083 68.1 (0.54) 22.7 (1.65) 38.3 (1.01) 82.4 (0.37) 62.7 (1.13)
2009° (Jan.-March) 66.8 (1.17) 19.1 (3.53) 39.1 (2.00) 82.3 (0.99) 61.4 (2.85)

lpoverty status is based on family income and family size, using the U.S. Census Bureau’s poverty thresholds. “Poor” persons are defined
as those below the poverty threshold, “near poor” persons have incomes of 100% to less than 200% of the poverty threshold, and “not
poor” persons have incomes of 200% of the poverty threshold or greater. The percentage of respondents with unknown poverty status
was 19.1% in 1997, 23.6% in 1998, 26.4% in 1999, 27.0% in 2000,