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FOREW0RD 

The manuscript of this technical paper was received some time 
ago. The paper describes an experimental s~udy to see what could 
be done to improve the existing registration system of births and 
deaths. The author's perception of problems and his personal ok-
servations are of particular interest to those concerned with rsg-
istration problems in the developing countries. 

The later developments of this project are not known, but the 
preliminary report of the early phase of the experiment should be 
of interest to those contemplating the testing of new registration 
procedures in.a few pilot areas. The views of the author on the 
basic question~of improving civil registration procedures vs. going 
to surveys to obtain estimates of fertility and mortality are well 
worth considering. 

I f  more small studies of this kind could be mounted in various 
countries, they would contribute greatly to the understanding o f  
registration problems of the developing countries. 

The program o f  the International Institute for Vital 
Registration and Statistics, including the publication and 
distribution o f  this Technical Paper, is supported by a 
grant from the United Nations Fund for Population Activities. 
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€ i v i  1 Keg is t ra t  ion  and Vi-tal " "S ta t i s t i cs  P ro jec t  
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Kabul, Afghanistan 


Need 	for  a c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  system I 
L 


Many-countr ies i n  t h e  develop ing p a r t  o f  t h e  wor ld  have a na t i ona l  c i v i l  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  system o f  b i r t h s  and deaths which i s  no t  o f  much u t i l i t y  because 

-	 o f  t h e  under-coverage o f  events. While some a c t i v i t y  i s  go ing on i n  these 
coun t r i es  t o  upgrade t h e i r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  systems t o  a h i g h  l e v e l  o f  accuracy 
and completeness, t h i s  has n o t  been recognized to be one o f  t h e i r  p r i o r i t y  
needs so f a r  because o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  reasons: 

1. 	 No great  need i s  f e l t  on a mass sca le  f o r  records o f  occurrences 
o f  v i t a l  events l i k e  b i r t h  and death c e r t i f i c a t e s .  I n  t h e  r u r a l  
areas o f  many o f  t h e  developing count r ies ,  where a g rea t  m a j o r i t y  
o f  t h e i r  people l i v e ,  an i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l ,  genera l l y ,  never f i n d  
the  need f o r  such records and, i f  t h e  need be, he can always 
produce a few witnesses as evidence i n  support o f  h i s  i d e n t i t y  
or age. IR f a c t ,  v e r i f i c a t i o n  by p o l i c e  o r  revenue o f f i c i a l s  o r  
v i l l a g e  headmen always f u l f i l l s  t h i s  need. Even i n  many urban 
areas, t he  schools do no t  always i n s i s t  on produc t ion  o f  b i r t h  
c e r t i f i c a t e s  and whatever age i s  recorded a t  t h e  t ime  o f  e n t r y  
i n t o  a school i s  accepted as an au thent ic  age l a t e r  a t  t h e  t ime 
of  en t r y  i n t o  s e r v i c e  and f o r  a l l  o the r  purposes. 

2. 	 The absence o f  record o f  occurrence o f  each b i r t h  and death i s  
no t  very much f e l t  i n  implementing pub1 i c  h e a l t h  programs o r  f o r  
day-to-day admin i s t ra t i on .  I n  o ther  words, t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  these 
records i s  no t  f u l l y  rea l i zed .  Once t h e  records o f  b i r t h s  and 
deaths a r e  a v a i l a b l e  to t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  and o the r  admin is t ra to rs ,  
t h e i r  u t i l i t y  i n  the  implementation o f  var ious  programs i s  suddenly 
rea 1 ised. 

3 .  	 With regard to  the  s t a t i s t i c a l  uses o f  v i t a l  records, t he re  i s  no 
doubt t h a t  t he  develop ing count r ies  need r e l i a b l e  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  
and o ther  demographic data for  p lanning t h e i r  economic development 
and f o r  planning, implementation and development o f  t h e i r  h e a l t h  
programs. The need f o r  such data i s  i n  fac t  so urgent  t h a t  i t  i s  
genera l l y  considered p r e f e r a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  estimates o f  f e r t i l -  
i t y ,  m o r t a l i t y  and growth o f  popu la t ion  from sample surveys, which 
take much less t ime and money than upgrading c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  to  
a l eve l  t ha t  i t  generates r e l i a b l e  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s .  

Despite what has been s t a t e d  above, t he re  i s  a s t rong argument f o r  sug- 
gest i ng  tha t  a serious' a t tempt  should be made i n  a1 1 t h e  developing count r ies  
t o  improve the  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  b i r t h s  and deaths. The development o f  



such a systemshould be a p a r t  o f  t he  program o f  socio-economic development 
so t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no t ime lag between the  demand f o r  v i t a l  r e c o r d d v i t a l  s ta-
t i s t i c s  and t h e i r  supply. Since a v i t a l  events r e g i s t r a t i o n  system takes 
f a i r l y  long t o  reach a l eve l  where the  r e c o r d s / s t a t i s t i c s  r e s u l t i n g  from i t  
can be considered r e l i a b l e  i n  terms o f  coverage and accuracy, i t  i s  never too 
e a r l y  t o  p lan  and execute t h e  program of i t s  improvement. 

i P r i o r i t y  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  

A quest ion a r i ses  as to what p r i o r i t y  a country  should a t t a c h  to the  
improvement o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  v i t a l  events o f  b i r t h s  and deaths i n  i t s  over- 
a l l  program o f  development. N a t u r a l l y ,  i t  depends on t h e  need t h e  country 
f e e l s  for  such a system. The need i s  f e l t  e i t h e r  f o r  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i q s  or f o r  
v i t a l  records o r  both. I t  has been s ta ted  above t h a t  one o f  t h e  most".import- 
an t  uses o f  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  i s  i n  t h e  demographic ana lys i s  p r e r e q u i s i t e  to  
p lann ing  for  economic and s o c i a l  development. More p r e c i s e l y ,  such s t a t i s t i c s  

-	 y i e l d  in fo rmat ion  on t h e  r a t e  and t rend o f  popu la t ion  growth and on the  behav- 
i o r  o f  i t s  components, and, by aggregation over t ime, on popu la t ion  s ize,  
s t r u c t u r e  and (migrat,ion excluded) geographic d i s t r i b u t i o n .  Given a base, 
cu r ren t  est imates o f  popu la t ion  s i z e  can be made and p r o j e c t i o n  o f  populat ion 
b u i l t  up on t h e  bas is  o f  t h e  probable trends o f  n a t a l i t y ,  n u p t i a l i t y  and mor- 
t a l i t y  as der ived  from study o f  these fac to rs  and t h e i r  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  
economic and soc ia l  as w e l l  as o t h e r  demographic fac to rs .  The usefulness of 
demographic measures der ived from v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  has been st ressed a t  t h e  
h ighes t  l e v e l s  so much so t h a t  t h r e e  important i n d i c a t o r s  o f  measuring change 
i n  s o c i a l  cond i t ions ,  recommended by the  World Hea l th  Organizat ion Committee 
o f  Experts on the  " In te rna t i ona l  D e f i n i t i o n  and Measurement o f  Standards and 
Levels o f  L iv ing ' '  i n  1954 i nc lude a) expectat ion o f  l i f e  a t  b i r t h ,  b) crude 
death r a t e  and c) i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  ra te .  The f i r s t  and t h i r d  o f  these were 
g i ven  t h e  s ta tus  o f  " p r i o r i t y  ind ica tors . "  These t h r e e  i n d i c a t o r s  have long 
been used as measures o f  general l e v e l s  o f  heal th .  Expectat ion o f  l i f e  i s  
considered t h e o r e t i c a l l y  t he  bes t  i n d i c a t o r  o f  l e v e l s  o f  hea l th .  The in fan t  
m o r t a l i t y  r a t e  has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been regarded as one o f  t h e  best measures 
o f  environmental s a n i t a t i o n  and i s  a l s o  c lose ly  c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  t h e  general 
l e v e l s  o f  economic and soc ia l  development. The crude death r a t e  i s  a l so  a 
use fu l  i n d i c a t o r  o f  l e v e l s  o f  h e a l t h  desp i te  i t s  dependence on t h e  age s t ruc -  
t u r e  o f  t h e  populat ion.  

The p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o b t a i n i n g  f a i r l y  r e l i a b l e  and qu ick  estimates of 
measures o f  f e r t  ili t y  and mor ta l  i t y  from proper ly  designed and executed sample 
surveys o f t e n  undermines the  f o r c e  i n  the  argument i n  support o f  a h igh  p r i -  
o r i t y  for  establ ishment o f  a n a t i o n a l  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  system. I n  t h i s  con-
nec t ion ,  i t  has t o  be remembered t h a t  a sample survey o r  a sample r e g i s t r a t i o n  
system cannot be a s u b s t i t u t e  for  a comprehensive s t a t u t o r y  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
system. Besides, there  a r e  ser ious  l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  des ign ing and executing 
sample surveys i n  count r ies  where t h e  frame f o r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  the  sample does 
n o t  e x i s t .  

, The h i g h  p r i o r i t y  for  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a comprehensive and r e l i a b l e  s t a t u t o r y  
c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  system i s  a l so ,  t o  a l a rge  ex ten t ,  d i c t a t e d  by the demand 
for records o f  v i t a l  events, p a r t i c u l a r l y  b i r t h s  and deaths. 

Take t h e  case o f  Afghanistan, where the  l e g i s l a t i o n  fo r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of 
b i r t h s  and deaths has eh is ted  for  q u i t e  some t ime but  t h e  events have rare!y 
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been repor ted f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  p rac t ice .  Th is  p r o v i s i o n  i s  a p a r t  o f  the  
Populat ion Reg is t ra t i on  Law which, inter  a l i a ,  prov ides  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  popu la t ion  w i thout  any compulsion f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  case o f  females. 
Also, s ince  1952, an " i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card' ' c a l l e d  "Tazkira" i s  issued to each 
reg i s te red  person a t  t he  t ime o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  The issue o f  cards was e a r l i e r  
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  males but  these have a l so  been issued t o  females on request f o r  
t h e  l a s t  few years. The ca rd  was designed t o  serve v a r i o u s  important purposes 
l i k e  e n t r y  i n t o  school, o b t a i n i n g  a work permi t ,  automobi le  d r i v e r ' s  l i cense 
or a marriage c e r t i f i c a t e ,  exerc ise  o f  vo t i ng  r i g h t s ,  e n t r y  i n t o  m i l i t a r y  or 
c i v i l  se rv i ce  and as l ega l  p roo f  o f  age. The i n s i s t e n c e  f o r  product ion o f  t h e  
Tazk i ra  for these purposes i s  repor ted t o  be q u i t e  r i g i d .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  
Tazk i ra  has been serv ing  t h e  need f o r  t he  proof  o f  i d e n t i t y  and age which 
normal ly  could be es tab l i shed from t h e  b i r t h  record. U n l i k e  the  b i p h  record 
which i s  prepared a t  t h e  t ime  of repor t ing  of b i r t h  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  genera l l y  
i n  a pe r iod  o f  less than one month o f  t h e  occurrence of t h e  b i r t h ,  t he  card i s  
prepared e i t h e r  a t  t he  t ime o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  popu la t ion ,  undertaken t w i c e  
i n  Afghanistan (1952-54 and 1972-74), or  a t  t h e  t ime t h e  i nd i v idua l  requests 
t h e  issuance o f  t he  card. I n  such a s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r s  
may no t  be i n  d ispu te  i n  most cases, bu t  the  age recorded on t h e  card i s  gen- 
e r a l l y  guess work and, i n  many cases, does no t  represent  t h e  ac tua l  age because 
o f  ignorance o f  t h e  c o r r e c t  age. 

Despi te  t h e  doubts about e n t r i e s  regarding "age" made i n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a -  
t i o n  card, t h e  mere establ ishment o f  an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  l i k e  ins is tence 
on product ion o f  t he  card  as proo f  o f  i d e n t i t y  or  age of  t h e  person for  var -
ious purposes f u l l y  j u s t i f i e s  a h igh  p r i o r i t y  f o r  improvement o f  b i r t h  and 
death r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  Afghanistan. As a comprehensive c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  sys- 
tem ge ts  f u l l y  estab l ished,  t h e  Tazk i ra  could be s u b s t i t u t e d  by a more authen- 
t i c  record ( b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e )  o f  proof  o f  i d e n t i t y  and age, or, a t  l eas t ,  t h e  
e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  former can be made on the  bas is  o f  i n fo rma t ion  contained i n  t h e  
1a t t e r .  

Rea l iz ing  the  need f o r  es tab l i sh ing  a comprehensive and r e l i a b l e  system 
of  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of  b i r t h s  and deaths, t he  Government o f  Afghanistan has . in ten-  
s i f i e d  i t s  own e f f o r t s  and has a l s o  requested ass is tance from the  Uni ted 
Nations Fund f o r  Populat ion A c t i v i t i e s  f o r  implementing t h i s  program. This  
has resu l ted  i n  a p r o j e c t  whereunder support i n  t h e  shape o f  experts, equip-
ment, t r a i n i n g  fe l lowsh ips ,  e t c .  has been provided to  t h e  Department o f  C i v i l  
Reg is t ra t i on  i n  the  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n t e r i o r .  

P i l o t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  areas 

Instead o f  launching a nat ionwide program a l l  a t  one t ime, i t  was decided 
to t r y  o u t  a procedure f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  a small  sample o f  3 v i l l a g e s  and 2 
s u b - d i s t r i c t s  o f  Kabul c i t y ,  covering i n  a l l  a popu la t i on  o f  8,975. Under 
t h i s  procedure, t h e  v i l l a g e  headman (Mal ik  o r  Qaryadar) r e g i s t e r s  b i r t h s  and 
deaths occu r r i ng  i n  h i s  v i l l a g e  o r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  by making e n t r i e s  i n  the  reg- 
i s t e r s  prov ided to h i m  f o r  t h i s  purpose. The work has been i n  progress s ince 
t h e  beginning o f  t h e  cu r ren t  Afghan year (13561, corresponding t o  March-April 
1977. I n  the  two urban u n i t s  o f  Kabul c i t y ,  t h e  events a r e  reg i s te red  by 
concerned Wakil Guzzars, t h e  counterpar ts  o f  Ma l i ks  i n  t h e  urban areas. 

On t h e  completion o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a c t i v i t y  a t  t h e  end o f  each month i n  
respect o f  events occu r r i ng  i n  a month, an independent r e t r o s p e c t i v e  survey 
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i s  conducted i n  each u n i t  by t h e  headquarters s t a f f  o f  t h e  Department o f  C i v i l  
Reg is t ra t i on  who c o l l e c t  in fo rmat ion  a t  the  beginning o f  t h e  foldowing month 
about a l l  occurrences of b i r t h s  and deaths i n  .the prev ious  month by door-to- 
door v i s i t s .  

The main aim o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p i l o t  areas i s  t o  ga in  experience and t e s t  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  assumptions: 


1. 	 The v i l l a g e  headman/Wakil Guzzar can be en t rus ted  w i t h  primary 
reg is t r a t  ion. 

2. 	 I n  t h e  absence o f  v i l l a g e  boundaries, t h e  pr imary  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
u n i t  w i l l  be t h e  same as t h e  area which the  v i l l a g e  headman/, 
Wakil Guzzar considers t o  f a l l  w i t h i n  h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  

h 

3. 	 There w i l l  be no over- lapping o f  primary r e g i s t r a t i o n  areas. 

4. 	 The v a l i d i t y  of i n c l u s i o n  o f  various quest ions on t h e  b i r t h  and 
death forms. 

5. 	 Given a f a i r  communication support t o  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a c t i v i t y ,  
t he  repo r t i ng  o f .  events w i  1 1  improve. 

6. 	 The t ime ly  r e p o r t i n g  of events by v i l l a g e  headmadwakil Guzzar 
f o r  s t a t u t o r y  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

7. 	 The t ime ly  d ispatch  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  re tu rns  by t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
o f f i c e s  t o  headquarters f o r  compi la t ion and ana lys i s .  

8. 	 The p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of  b u i l d i n g  up a system o f  i n fo rman ts /no t i f i e rs  
for upgrading r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

Summing up, t h e  above approach w i l l  enable evo lv ing  methods f o r  mo t i va t i ng  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  r e g i s t e r  b i r t h s  and deaths. Th is  w i l l  i n v o l v e  making i t  advan-
tageous t o  reg i s te r ,  making t h e  popu la t ion  aware o f  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  to r e g i s t e r  
and making arrangements t o  f a c i l i t a t e  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  

Comments on the  working o f  t h e  p i l o t  areas dur ing  
t h e  l a s t  s i x  months ( A p r i l  1977-September 1977)-

O r i g i n a l l y ,  i t  was envisaged to match the b i r t h s  and deaths repo r t s  from 
t h e  Mal iks  w i t h  t h e  repo r t s  o f  t h e  survey teams and undertake a re-survey i n  
respect of  unmatched events. However, due t o  some a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  problems, the 
re-survey o f  unmatched events cou ld  be undertaken o n l y  i n  a very  l i m i t e d  way. 
A l l  t he  same, i t  was a grea t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  see r e p o r t s  from t h e  Mal iks  more 
o r  less proper ly  f i l l e d  i n  f o r  t h e  very f i r s t  month. The Mal iks  were doing 
t h i s  k i n d  o f  j o b  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime and were f u r t h e r  handicapped becduse o f  
t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  w r i t e  themselves except f o r  one M a l i k  o f  Sa i rob i .  They had 
t o  depend on the  he lp  o f  someone i n  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  o r  t h e  v i l l a g e s  who could 
f i l l  i n  t h e  forms on t h e i r  beha l f .  During our d iscuss ions  w i t h  the Mal iks  and 
o the r  v i l l a g e r s  i n  the  p i l o t  areas, we found t h a t  t h e  Ma l i ks  were f u l l y  agree- 
a b l e  t o  undertake t h i s  j o b  w i thout  any remuneration and a general apprec ia t ion  
on the  p a r t  o f  the  v i l l a g e r s  for  t h e  need t o  repo r t  t h e  occurrences of b i r t h s  
and deaths. We, on our  'part,  exp la ined t o  them the  purpose o f  t he  pilot reg-
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i s t r a t i o n  and the  advantages o f  repo r t i ng  the occurrences o f  b i r t h s  and deaths 
t o  them as i n d i v i d u a l s  and f o r  t h e  country. During ou r  d iscuss ions,  we could 
get a f e e l  o f  the common man's reac t ions  t o  repo r t i ng  o f  events f o r  r e g i s t r a -
t i o n .  .We could r e a l i z e  how use fu l  communication support cou ld  be to our  
a c t i v i t i e s .  

The United Nations S t a t i s t i c a l  O f f i c e  advised us -that questions l i k e  
Ill iteracy"  and lloccupat ion" on the  b i r t h  and death forms .could be avoided i n  
the  experimental phase. The counterpar ts  were, however, i n s i s t e n t  on i n c l u d i n g  
these questions. We a l s o  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t he  ques t ion  on "name o f  mother" was 
more o r  less  redundant because o f  t h e  re luctance on t h e  p a r t  o f  v i l l a g e r s  t o  
d i sc lose  the  names o f  females t o  males. We, there fore ,  advised the  Mal iks  t o  
record t h e  "name o f  fa the r "  i n  t h e  l a s t  column of the b i r t h  form. Eventua l l y ,  
we were confronted w i t h  a s i t u a t i o n  when Mal i k s  were record ing  the  'hame o f  
fa ther1 '  and our  female i nves t i ga to r ,  doing the  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  survey, recorded 
the  ''name o f  mother." We, there fore ,  had t o  adv ise bo th  the  M a l i k s  and survey 
teams t o  record both t h e  "name o f  mother" and "name o f  father," i f  poss ib le ,  
o r ,  as an a l t e r n a t i v e ,  one of t h e  two names the respondent was agreeable t o  
g i ve  ou t .  

The above problem i s  n o t  o f  any ser ious consequence since, under t h e  
nat ionwide system, the  Mal i k s  can record the  "name o f  fa the r "  w i thout  any d i f -  
f i c u l t y .  For our  experimental work, we have been us ing  the  household schedules 
con ta in ing  the  names o f  a l l  t h e  members of the  household f o r  matching t h e  
M a l i k ' s  and survey team's repo r t s  wherever necessary. 

A major problem so f a r  has  been t h e  non-receipt o f  b i r t h s  and dea.ths 
repor ts  from .the Mal iks  on t ime. I n  the  beginning, t h e  superv isor  i n  charge 
o f  t he  f i e l d  work from the counterpar t  s ide used t o  col1ec.t t he  repor ts  per-  
sona l l y  from t h e  Mal iks .  Subsequently, we advised t h e  Mal iks  t o  send t h e  
repor ts  through the  Woluswal's O f f i c e  ( D i s t r i c t  R e g i s t r a t i o n  O f f i c e )  t o  see 
how t h i s  would work. This  system, which i s  l i k e l y  t o  be adopted f i n a l l y  under 
the s t a t u t o r y  system, has not worked very s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  so f a r  i n  the  p i l o t  
areas. While, i n  some cases, Ma l iks  have delayed submission o f  re tu rns  to 
the  Woluswalis, there  have a l s o  been delays i n  r e c e i p t  o f  re tu rns  from the  
Woluswalis. As t he  work progresses, t h i s  problem i s  l i k e l y  t o  ease. There i s ,  
however, no doubt t h a t  t he  r e g i s t r a t i o n  personnel posted in  Woluswalis w i l l  
have t o  be geared more e f f e c t i v e l y  for  reducing t h e  t ime lag  between the  sub- 
mission o f  re tu rns  by t h e  Mal iks  and t h e i r  rece ip t  a t  t he  headquarters. 

Su rp r i s ing l y ,  t h e  answers t o  t h e  questions on age repor ted by the Mal iks  
and survey teams have not  va r ied  g r e a t l y .  Genera l ly ,  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  between 
the  two repor ts  has been i n  the  range o f  1 t o  5 years. One cannot, however, 
say how f a r  bo th  t h e  repor ts  are from the  ac tua l  age. 

Regarding some o f  the  o the r  questions included on t h e  b i r t h  and death 
forms, i t  i s  proposed t o  drop the  questions concerning i n s t i t u t i o n a l  occur r -
ences s ince  our major a c t i v i t y  i s  going t o  be i n  t h e  v i l l a g e s .  We might, how-
ever, r e t a i n  t h i s  quest ion f o r  the  urban areas. The r e t e n t i o n  o f  questions 
regarding "age" and "occupation" w i l l  have t o  be considered af resh.  The ques- 
t i o n  regard ing " r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  b i r t h s 1 '  i n  the  case of i n f a n t  deaths needs t o  
be omi t ted  s ince i t  has been ha rd l y  re levant  t o  t h e  experimental work. S i m i -
l a r l y ,  "nature o f  c e r t i f i c a t i o n "  of  cause o f  death on the  death form i s  
redundant i n  the  case 6 f  r u r a l  areas. 
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The answers to var ious quest ions on the  b i r t h  and death forms f o r  t he  
l a s t  s i x  months have been processed and a few tab les  prepared. Some more 
tab les  a r e  proposed t o  be prepared i n  the  near fu tu re .  The data g iven i n  t h e  
tab les  a r e  being analyzed f o r  drawing meaningful in ferences f o r  planning the  
s e t t i n g  up o f  t w o  Woluswalis as p i l o t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  areas from -the beginning 
o f  t he  new Afghan year (1357).  The emphasis i n  t h e  l a r g e r  p i l o t  areas w i l l  
be on r e g i s t r a t i o n  by the  Mal iks  and the  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  surveys w i l l  be m i n i -
mired. The purpose i s  t o  ga in  experience i n  cond i t i ons  c l o s e l y  approximating 
those which a re  l i k e l y  t o  p c e v a i l  under the  nat ionwide s t a t u t o r y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
system. 
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