
Data table for Figure 21. Prescription drug use in the past 30 days, by age and selected drug class: United States, 
1988–1994 and 2007–2010 
Excel and PowerPoint: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/hus/contents2013.htm#fig21 

1988–1994 2007–2010 

Age and drug class Standard Standard 
(common indications for use) Percent error Percent error 

Under 18 years 

Antiasthmatics (asthma, allergies, breathing)1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.2 0.4 6.8 0.4 
Antibiotics (bacterial infections)2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.1 0.6 6.1 0.5 
Central nervous system stimulants (attention deficit disorder)3 . . . . *0.8 0.2 4.2 0.4 
Analgesics (pain relief)4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.2 0.2 1.3 0.2 
Antidepressants (depression and related disorders)5 . . . . . . . . . . . * * 1.3 0.2 

18–64 years 

Cardiovascular agents (high blood pressure, heart disease, 
kidney disease)6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.0 0.4 17.7 0.7 

Cholesterol-lowering drugs (high cholesterol)7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.6 0.2 10.7 0.5 
Anti-acid reflux drugs (gastric reflux, ulcers)8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.0 0.2 9.0 0.7 
Antidiabetic agents (diabetes)9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.4 0.2 5.3 0.4 
Anticoagulants (blood clot prevention)10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.7 0.1 1.8 0.2 
Analgesics (pain relief)4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.6 0.4 10.5 0.7 
Antidepressants (depression and related disorders)5 . . . . . . . . . . . 2.2 0.2 10.6 0.6 

65 years and over 

Cardiovascular agents (high blood pressure, heart disease, 
kidney disease)6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51.5 0.9 70.2 1.2 

Cholesterol-lowering drugs (high cholesterol)7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.9 0.5 46.7 1.1 
Anti-acid reflux drugs (gastric reflux, ulcers)8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.5 0.7 21.5 1.2 
Antidiabetic agents (diabetes)9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.0 0.6 18.4 0.9 
Anticoagulants (blood clot prevention)10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.1 0.5 18.1 0.7 
Analgesics (pain relief)4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.8 0.7 17.5 1.1 
Antidepressants (depression and related disorders)5 . . . . . . . . . . . 3.0 0.4 13.7 0.8 

* Estimates are considered unreliable. Data preceded by an asterisk have a relative standard error (RSE) of 20%–30%. Estimates not shown have 
an RSE greater than 30%.
 
1Includes one or more asthma drugs, including bronchodilators, mast cell stabilizers, inhaled corticosteroids, leukotriene modifiers, and
 
antiasthmatic combinations (level 2, class 125, 130, 131, or 243). For a full list of drug classes included, see Technical Notes.
 
2Includes one or more antibiotic drugs, including penicillins, tetracyclines, cephalosporins, and macrolide derivatives (level 2, class 6, 8–18, 240,
 
315, or 406). For a full list of drug classes included, see Technical Notes.
 
3Includes one or more central nervous system stimulants (level 2, class 71).
 
4Includes one or more analgesic drugs (level 2, class 58).
 
5Includes one or more antidepressant drugs (level 2, class 249).
 
6Includes one or more cardiovascular agents, including drug classes such as ACE inhibitors, beta blockers, calcium channel blockers, and diuretics
 
(level 1, class 40). For a full list of drug classes included, see Technical Notes.
 
7Includes one or more cholesterol-lowering (antihyperlipidemic) drugs (level 2, class 19).
 
8Includes one or more anti-acid reflux (proton pump inhibitors or H2 antagonists) drugs (level 2, class 94 or 272).
 
9Includes one or more antidiabetic drugs (level 2, class 99).
 
10Includes one or more anticoagulants or antiplatelet agents (level 2, class 82 or 83).
 

NOTES: Data are for the civilian noninstitutionalized population. Only prescriptions the respondent themselves took are included. Prescriptions
 
administered in other health care settings, such as physician offices and hospital outpatient departments, are not collected. Drug classes are from
 
Lexicon Plus (Cerner Multum, Denver, CO), a proprietary comprehensive database of all prescription and some nonprescription drug products
 
available in the U.S. drug market. For more information on the drug classes in each category, see Technical Notes. See Appendix II, Drug; Multum
 
Lexicon Plus therapeutic class. See related Table 93.
 

SOURCE: CDC/NCHS, National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey. See Appendix I, National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey 
(NHANES). 
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