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Key findings

Data from the National 
Vital Statistics System
● The teen birth rate declined 
to another historic low for the 
United States in 2015, down 
8% from 2014 to 22.3 births 
per 1,000 females aged 15–19.

● The birth rates for teenagers 
aged 15–17 and 18–19 declined 
in 2015 to 9.9 and 40.7, 
respectively, which are record 
lows for both groups.

● In 2015, birth rates declined 
to 6.9 for Asian or Pacific 
Islander, 16.0 for non-Hispanic 
white, 25.7 for American Indian 
or Alaska Native, 31.8 for 
non-Hispanic black, and 34.9 
for Hispanic female teenagers 
aged 15–19.

● Birth rates fell to record 
lows for nearly all race and 
Hispanic-origin groups of 
females aged 15–19, 15–17, 
and 18–19 in 2015.

The birth rate for teenagers aged 15–19 has fallen almost continuously since 
1991, reaching historic lows for the nation every year since 2009 (1–4). 
Despite declines in all racial and ethnic groups, teen birth rates continue to 
vary considerably by race and ethnicity. Moreover, the U.S. teen birth rate 
remains higher than in other industrialized countries (5). Childbearing by 
teenagers continues to be a matter of public concern. This report presents the 
recent and long-term trends and disparity in teen childbearing by race and 
Hispanic origin.

Keywords: teen childbearing • race and Hispanic origin • National Vital 
Statistics System

The 2015 teen birth rate fell to another historic low for the 
nation.
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NOTES: Rates are plotted on a logarithmic scale. For each age group, differences are significant (p < 0.05) from 1991 to 2015, 
2007 to 2015, and 2014 to 2015. Access data table for Figure 1 at: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db259_table.pdf#1.  
SOURCE: NCHS, National Vital Statistics System, Natality.

Figure 1. Birth rates for females aged 15–19, by age group: United States, 1991–2015
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● The birth rate for U.S. teenagers aged 15–19 fell 8% from 2014 to 2015, to 22.3 births per 
1,000 females aged 15–19, falling below the record low set in 2014 (Figure 1). The rate for 
this group has declined 46% since 2007 and 64% since 1991.

● The birth rate for teenagers aged 15–17 fell 9% from 2014 to 2015, to 9.9 births per 1,000 
females aged 15–17, a historic low. The rate for these younger teenagers was down 54% 
from 2007 and 74% from 1991. 

● The rate for teenagers aged 18–19 dropped 7% from 2014 to 2015, to 40.7 births per 1,000 
females aged 18–19, also a historic low. The rate for these older teenagers was down 43% 
from 2007 and 57% since 1991.

Teen birth rates declined to historic lows for each race and Hispanic-origin 
group in 2015.

● From 2014 to 2015, the birth rate for females aged 15–19 declined 10% for Asian or Pacific 
Islander (API) (to 6.9), 9% for non-Hispanic black (31.8), 8% for both non-Hispanic white 
(16.0) and Hispanic (34.9), and 6% for American Indian or Alaska Native (AIAN) (25.7)
females (Figure 2).  

● Since 2007, declines in teen birth rates have ranged from 41% for non-Hispanic white 
females to 54% for Hispanic females. Since 1991, declines have ranged from 63% for 
non-Hispanic white females to 75% for API females.

Figure 2. Birth rates for females aged 15–19, by race and Hispanic origin: United States, 1991–2015

1Race and Hispanic origin are reported separately on birth certificates. Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race. Race categories are consistent with 1977 
Office of Management and Budget (OMB) standards. Forty-nine states and the District of Columbia reported multiple-race data in 2015 that were bridged to the 
single-race categories of the 1977 OMB standards for comparability with other states. Multiple-race reporting areas vary for 2003–2015.
2Includes all persons of Hispanic origin of any race.
3Includes persons of Hispanic and non-Hispanic origin, and origin not stated according to the mother's reported race.
NOTES: Rates are plotted on a logarithmic scale. For each race and Hispanic-origin group, differences are significant (p < 0.05) from 1991 to 2015, 2007 to 2015, 
and 2014 to 2015. Data for 1991 and 1992 exclude New Hampshire, which did not report Hispanic origin.
Access data table for Figure 2 at: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db259_table.pdf#2.
SOURCE: NCHS, National Vital Statistics System, Natality.
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● Differences in teen childbearing across the race and Hispanic-origin groups have narrowed 
from 1991 to 2015. In 1991, there was a difference of 77 births per 1,000 teenagers aged 
15–19 between the lowest rate (27.3 for API females) and the highest rate (104.6 for 
Hispanic females), compared with a difference of 28 births between the lowest rate (6.9 for 
API females) and the highest rate (34.9 for Hispanic females) in 2015.

Birth rates for younger teenagers fell to historic lows for nearly all race and 
Hispanic-origin groups in 2015.

● In 2015, birth rates for younger teenagers (aged 15–17) declined from 2014 for the three 
largest race and Hispanic-origin groups: non-Hispanic white (down 10% from 2014 to 
6.0 births per 1,000 teenagers aged 15–17), non-Hispanic black (down 8% to 15.3), and 
Hispanic females (down 10% to 17.4) (Figure 3). The rate for API teenagers declined 18% 
to 2.7; the rate for AIAN teenagers was essentially unchanged from 2014 to 2015.

● Birth rates for teenagers aged 15–17 have declined for each race and Hispanic-origin group 
over the last 2½ decades. From 2007 to 2015, declines ranged from 50% (non-Hispanic 
white teenagers) to 64% (API teenagers).

● The difference between the lowest and highest birth rates for the younger teenagers by race 
and Hispanic-origin group was 70 births per 1,000 females aged 15–17 in 1991 (16.3 for 
API teenagers and 86.1 for non-Hispanic black teenagers) compared with 15 births in 2015 
(2.7 for API teenagers and 17.4 for Hispanic teenagers).

Figure 3. Birth rates for females aged 15–17, by race and Hispanic origin: United States, 1991, 2007, 2014, and 2015

† Excludes data for New Hampshire, which did not report Hispanic origin.
1Race and Hispanic origin are reported separately on birth certificates. Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race. Race categories are consistent with 1977 
Office of Management and Budget (OMB) standards. Forty-nine states and the District of Columbia reported multiple-race data in 2015 that were bridged to the 
single-race categories of the 1977 OMB standards for comparability with other states. Multiple-race reporting areas vary for 2007, 2014, and 2015.
2Includes all persons of Hispanic origin of any race.
3Includes persons of Hispanic and non-Hispanic origin, and origin not stated according to the mother's reported race.
NOTES: For each race and Hispanic-origin group, differences are significant (p < 0.05) from 1991 to 2015, 2007 to 2015, and 2014 to 2015, except for American 
Indian or Alaska Native females from 2014 to 2015. Access data table for Figure 3 at: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db259_table.pdf#3.
SOURCE: NCHS, National Vital Statistics System, Natality.
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Birth rates for older teenagers fell to historic lows for all race and Hispanic-
origin groups in 2015.

● Birth rates for non-Hispanic white, non-Hispanic black, and Hispanic females aged 18–19 
declined from 2014 to 2015, down 7% (to 30.6 births per 1,000 females aged 18–19), 8% (to 
56.7), and 6% (to 61.9), respectively (Figure 4). Rates were also down 8% for API (to 12.8) 
and 6% for AIAN females (to 45.8) in 2015. 

● Birth rates for teenagers aged 18–19 have declined for each race and Hispanic-origin group 
since 2007. Recent declines from 2007 to 2015 ranged from 39% (non-Hispanic white 
females) to 50% (Hispanic females).

● The difference for the older teenagers between the lowest and highest birth rates by race 
and Hispanic-origin group was 120 births per 1,000 females aged 18–19 in 1991 (42.2 for 
API teenagers and 162.2 for non-Hispanic black teenagers) compared with 49 births in 2015 
(12.8 for API teenagers and 61.9 for Hispanic teenagers).

Figure 4. Birth rates for females aged 18–19, by race and Hispanic origin: United States, 1991, 2007, 2014, and 2015

† Excludes data for New Hampshire, which did not report Hispanic origin.
1Race and Hispanic origin are reported separately on birth certificates. Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race. Race categories are consistent with 1977 
Office of Management and Budget (OMB) standards. Forty-nine states and the District of Columbia reported multiple-race data in 2015 that were bridged to the 
single-race categories of the 1977 OMB standards for comparability with other states. Multiple-race reporting areas vary for 2007, 2014, and 2015.
2Includes all persons of Hispanic origin of any race.
3Includes persons of Hispanic and non-Hispanic origin, and origin not stated according to the mother's reported race.
NOTES: For each race and Hispanic-origin group, differences are significant (p < 0.05) from 1991 to 2015, 2007 to 2015, and 2014 to 2015. Access data table for 
Figure 4 at: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db259_table.pdf#4.
SOURCE: NCHS, National Vital Statistics System, Natality.
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Summary

In 2015, teen birth rates for the nation declined to record lows for nearly all age and race and 
Hispanic-origin groups. As a result of these declines, particularly with large long-term declines 
for the groups with higher rates, differences in rates across race and Hispanic-origin groups have 
narrowed for teenagers aged 15–19, and for both younger (aged 15–17) and older (aged 18–19) 
teenagers (2–4,6). A number of factors have been cited in the downward trend in teen birth rates 
since 1991, including declines in the proportion of teenagers who have ever had sex and, for 
sexually active teenagers, increases in the use of effective contraception and practices, as well as 
increases in teen pregnancy prevention programs (7–12). Research has also shown diminished 
differences by race and Hispanic ethnicity in contraceptive use at first and most recent sex (7). 
Despite the large declines in teen childbearing outlined in this report, the U.S. birth rate remains 
higher than in other industrialized countries, and disparities in rates of teen childbearing by race 
and Hispanic origin persist (1–6).

Definitions 

Teen birth rate: The number of births to females aged 15–19 (or other teen age group) per 1,000 
females aged 15–19 (or other teen age group).

Race and Hispanic origin: Race and Hispanic origin are reported separately on birth certificates. 
Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race. Persons of non-Hispanic ancestry are further 
classified by race because of substantial differences in fertility and maternal characteristics 
between Hispanic and non-Hispanic persons. Persons of AIAN and API ancestry are not classified 
separately by Hispanic origin because the majority of these persons are non-Hispanic. Multiple-
race data reported since 2003 were bridged to single-race categories for comparability among 
states and for trend analyses (1–3,13).
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Data sources and methods 

This report contains data from the birth data set, which is part of the National Vital Statistics 
System (NVSS) (1,3,13). NVSS includes all live births reported in the United States and is 
based on information derived from birth certificates. The birth data set is the primary data set for 
analyzing birth trends and patterns in the United States. Birth data sets (based on final birth data) 
are available from: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data_access/vitalstatsonline.htm.

Rates for Hispanic, non-Hispanic white, and non-Hispanic black females in 1991 and 1992 
exclude data for New Hampshire, which did not report Hispanic origin (1,3).

References to increases or decreases in rates indicate that differences are statistically significant at 
the 0.05 level. 

About the authors 

Brady E. Hamilton and T.J. Mathews are with the National Center for Health Statistics, Division 
of Vital Statistics, Reproductive Statistics Branch.
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NCHS Data Brief ■ No. 259 ■ September 2016

■ 7  ■

References

1. Martin JA, Hamilton BE, Osterman MJK, et al. Births: Final data for 2015. National vital
statistics reports. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics. In press 2016.

2. Hamilton BE, Martin JA, Osterman MJK. Births: Preliminary data for 2015. National vital
statistics reports; vol 65 no 3. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics. 2016. 
Available from: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr65/nvsr65_03.pdf.

3. Hamilton BE, Martin JA, Osterman MJK, et al. Births: Final data for 2014. National vital
statistics reports; vol 64 no 12. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics. 2015. 
Available from: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr64/nvsr64_12.pdf. 

4. Ventura SJ, Hamilton BE, Mathews TJ. National and state patterns of teen births in the United
States, 1940–2013. National vital statistics reports; vol 63 no 4. Hyattsville, MD: National Center 
for Health Statistics. 2014. Available from: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr63/nvsr63_04.
pdf. 

5. United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Statistics Division. Demographic
yearbook 2014. Table 10. Live births by age of mother and sex of child, general and age-specific 
fertility rates: Latest available year, 2005–2014. New York, NY: United Nations. 2015. Available 
from: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/dyb/dyb2014/Table10.pdf. 

6. Romero L, Pazol K, Warner L, Cox S, Kroelinger C, Besera G, et al. Reduced disparities in
birth rates among teens aged 15–19 years—United States, 2006–2007 and 2013–2014. MMWR 
65(16):409–14. 2016. Available from: http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/wr/mm6516a1.htm.

7. Martinez G, Copen CE, Abma JC. Teenagers in the United States: Sexual activity,
contraceptive use, and childbearing, 2006–2010 National Survey of Family Growth. National 
Center for Health Statistics. Vital Health Stat 23(31). 2011. Available from: http://www.cdc.gov/
nchs/data/series/sr_23/sr23_031.pdf. 

8. Santelli JS, Lindberg LD, Finer LB, Singh S. Explaining recent declines in adolescent
pregnancy in the United States: The contribution of abstinence and improved contraceptive use. 
Am J Public Health 97(1):150–6. 2007. Available from: http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/
pdf/10.2105/AJPH.2006.089169.

9. Lindberg L, Santelli J, Desai S. Understanding the decline in adolescent fertility in the United
States, 2007–2012. J Adolesc Health. In press 2016. Available from: http://www.jahonline.org/
article/S1054-139X(16)30172-0/pdf.

10. Kirby D. Emerging answers 2007: Research findings on programs to reduce teen pregnancy
and sexually transmitted diseases. Washington, DC: The National Campaign to Prevent Teen and 
Unplanned Pregnancy. 2007. 

11. Oringanje C, Meremikwu MM, Eko H, Esu E, Meremikwu A, Ehiri JE. Interventions
for preventing unintended pregnancies among adolescents. Cochrane Database Syst Rev 
(4):CD005215. 2009.

12. Suellentrop K. What works 2011–2012: Curriculum-based programs that help prevent teen
pregnancy. Washington, DC: The National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy. 
2011. Available from: https://thenationalcampaign.org/sites/default/files/resource-primary-
download/WhatWorks.pdf.

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr65/nvsr65_03.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr64/nvsr64_12.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr63/nvsr63_04.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr63/nvsr63_04.pdf
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/dyb/dyb2014/Table10.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/65/wr/mm6516a1.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/series/sr_23/sr23_031.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/series/sr_23/sr23_031.pdf
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdf/10.2105/AJPH.2006.089169
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/pdf/10.2105/AJPH.2006.089169
http://www.jahonline.org/article/S1054-139X(16)30172-0/pdf
http://www.jahonline.org/article/S1054-139X(16)30172-0/pdf
https://thenationalcampaign.org/sites/default/files/resource-primary-download/WhatWorks.pdf
https://thenationalcampaign.org/sites/default/files/resource-primary-download/WhatWorks.pdf


NCHS Data Brief  ■ No. 259 ■ September 2016

13. National Center for Health Statistics. The public use natality file—2015
update. Hyattsville, MD. 2016. Available from: ftp://ftp.cdc.gov/pub/Health_
Statistics/NCHS/Dataset_Documentation/DVS/natality/UserGuide2015.pdf. 

Suggested citation
Hamilton BE, Mathews TJ. Continued 
declines in teen births in the United States, 
2015. NCHS data brief, no 259. Hyattsville, 
MD: National Center for Health Statistics. 
2016.

Copyright information
All material appearing in this report is in 
the public domain and may be reproduced 
or copied without permission; citation as to 
source, however, is appreciated.

National Center for Health 
Statistics
Charles J. Rothwell, M.S., M.B.A., Director
Jennifer H. Madans, Ph.D., Associate 

Director for Science

Division of Vital Statistics
Delton Atkinson, M.P.H., M.P.H., P.M.P., 

Director
Hanyu Ni, Ph.D., M.P.H., Associate Director 

for Science

For e-mail updates on NCHS publication 
releases, subscribe online at: 
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/govdelivery.htm.

For questions or general information
about NCHS:
Tel: 1–800–CDC–INFO (1–800–232–4636)
TTY: 1–888–232–6348
Internet: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs
Online request form: http://www.cdc.gov/info

ISSN 1941–4927 Print ed.
ISSN 1941–4935 Online ed.
DHHS Publication No. 2016–1209
CS269644

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
National Center for Health Statistics 
3311 Toledo Road, Room 5419 
Hyattsville, MD 20782–2064

OFFICIAL BUSINESS  
PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE, $300

For more NCHS Data Briefs, visit:
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs.htm.

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
POSTAGE & FEES PAID 

CDC/NCHS 
PERMIT NO. G-284

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/govdelivery.htm
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs
http://www.cdc.gov/info
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/products/databriefs.htm
ftp://ftp.cdc.gov/pub/Health_Statistics/NCHS/Dataset_Documentation/DVS/natality/UserGuide2015.pdf
ftp://ftp.cdc.gov/pub/Health_Statistics/NCHS/Dataset_Documentation/DVS/natality/UserGuide2015.pdf

	Key findings
	The 2015 teen birth rate fell to another historic low for the nation.
	Teen birth rates declined to historic lows for each race and Hispanic-origin group in 2015.
	Birth rates for younger teenagers fell to historic lows for nearly all race and Hispanic-origin groups in 2015.
	Birth rates for older teenagers fell to historic lows for all race and Hispanic-origin groups in 2015.
	Summary
	Definitions
	Data sources and methods
	About the authors
	References



Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		db259.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 3

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 1

		Passed: 28

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top


