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Legislative and Executive 
Initii iatiives to Maiintaiin 
Confidence in Syystem

• TheThe PPaperworkaperwork ReductionReduction ActAct (PRA)(PRA)
• Title V of the E-Government Act of 2002, 

thethe ConfidentialConfidential IInformationnformation PProtectionrotection aandnd 
Statistical Efficiency Act of 2002 (CIPSEA)

• ThThe IInfformatition QQualitlity AActt (IQA)(IQA)
• President’s Memorandum on the 

Preservation and Promotion of Scientific 
Integrity
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ChiefChief StatisticianStatistician’ss OfficeOffice

• ProvideProvide oversightoversight andand ccoordinationoordination forfor FederalFederal 
statistical activities.

• Identify py priorities for impprovingg pproggrams.
• Review Budgets
• Establish statistical policies and standards.
• Evaluate statistical programs for compliance w/ 

OMB guidance.
• Approve Informatif ion Collectill ons. i
• International Role.
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OMB Role in Establishment and 
Enforcement of Standards

• Core standards for statistical 
surveys.

• Guidelines on protecting 
confidential information.

• Classification standards.
• Data release standards.
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Examples of OMB Statistical 
Policy Standards

• Standards and Guidelines for Statistical Surveys.
• DirectiveDirective No.No. 3:3: Compilation,Compilation, Release,Release, andand 

Evaluation of Principal Federal Economic 
Indicators.

• Directive No. 4: Release and Dissemination of 
Statistical Products Produced by Federal Statistical 
Agencies.

• Various other standards including, race/ethnicity, 
indi dustriai ll cllassiifificatiion, statiistiicall areas.
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SoSo WhyWhy SuchSuch aa FundamentalFundamental 
Directive Now?

• NAS’ Principles and Practices for a Federal 
Statistical Agencies have long characterized the 
operatitions of f tht e h 13 1 P3 riP ncipal i i l StaS tt t agenciies and d
Recognized Units.

•• TheThe UUNN GGAA aapprovedpproved tthehe “Fundamental“Fundamental 
Principles for Official Statistics” last year, giving 
bothboth “politicalpolitical” asas wellwell asas scientific/technicalscientific/technical 
validation and endorsement.

• Culture inherent in these principp ples is not always y
well understood in parent organizations or aspiring 
statistical programs. 
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HighHigh-levellevel AArticulationrticulation ooff  PPrinciplesrinciples

• TimingTiming riperipe forfor aann eexplicitxplicit statementstatement bbyy 
Executive Office of the President of 
eexppectatectatioonss foor tthee ccooree vavaluesues of o aageg ne cic ese  s
producing official statistics.

• Actual implementation of these principles 
and policid li ies can iinvollve a widide range of f
challenges.
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ToTo WhomWhom DoesDoes thethe 
Directive Apply? 

• Written from the perspective of the 13 
Federal principp pal statistical aggencies and 3 
recognized statistical units.

•OverOver 100100 FederalFederal programsprograms engagedengaged iinn 
statistical activities, including managing, or 
analyzinganalyzing ddataata fforor policymakingpolicymaking 
•For these other Federal programs, Directive 
providesprovides anan importantimportant (if(if aaspirational)spirational) pointpoint 
of reference.
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pResponsibilities of Princip pal 
Federal Statistical Agencies

• Responsibility 1: Produce and disseminate 
relevant and timely il d nfi l ormati if on. i
– must be knowledgeable about the issues and 

requirements ofi f programs and poliliciiesd
– innovative in applying new technologies in 

ththeiir metthhodds 
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pResponsibilities of Princip pal 
Federal Statistical Agencies

• Responsibility 2: Conduct credible and 
accurate statistical activities. 
– regularly evaluate the data and information 

products they publicly release 
– provide information about how the data were 

collected and any known or potential data 
limitations or sources of error

– ensure that all users have equitable access
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pResponsibilities of Princip pal 
Federal Statistical Agencies

• Responsibility 3: Conduct objective statistical 
activities. 
– Pertains to actual and perceived autonomy 

regarding
• information collection and process, 
• information systems security for confidential data
•• estimationestimation procedproceduresres andand datadata analanalysissis
• store and disseminate statistical products
• staffstaff toto selectselect toto joinjoin theirtheir agenciesagencies
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pResponsibilities of Princip pal 
Federal Statistical Agencies

• Responsibilityp y 4: Protect the trust of 
information providers by ensuring the 
confidentialityy and exclusive statistical use 
of their responses 
– maintainmaintain ssafeguardsafeguards ttoo pprotectrotect thethe 

integrity and confidentiality of data
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120 Day Reporting Requirement

• Each Department and Agency hosting a 
Federal statistical agencyg y or unit is reqquired 
to report to OMB actions it currently takes, 
is in the process of taking,p g, or is considering 
to support achievement of the 
respponsibilities identified in this Directive. 
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ReportReport PPurposeurpose

• Indicate if the basis for actions is found in 
statute, Dep, partmental ppolicy,y, or established 
Departmental practice. 

• IfIf obstaclesobstacles toto fullyfully implementingimplementing tthishis 
Directive are identified, the report should 
describedescribe thethe iissuesssues andand anyany proposedproposed 
solutions
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OngoingOngoing ImplementationImplementation

• Directive 1 framework recognizes the 
essentialessential rroleole ofof parentparent DepartmentsDepartments inin 
supporting Federal statistical agencies and 
recognizedrecognized statisticalstatistical unitsunits asas theythey 
implement these responsibilities.

•• DepartmentDepartment rroleole iincludesncludes incorporatingincorporating 
recognition and support for these 
responsibilitiesresponsibilities iinn DepartmentalDepartmental wwrittenritten 
policies
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QuestionsQuestions oror Thoughts?Thoughts? 
• Statistical Policy home page
www.whitehouse.gov/omg/inforeg_statpolicy
http://wwwhttp://www.whitehousewhitehouse.gov/omb/inforeg statgov/omb/inforeg_stat
policy
•• DirectiveDirective 11::
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-12-
02/02/pdf/2014df/2014-2832628326.pdfdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-12-
02/pdf/2014-28326.pdf




