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Purpose

 In September 2014, the first fep , deral estimates of health 
insurance coverage for January to March 2014 would be 
released, capturing the last three months of open 
enrenroollmenllmentt tthrhroughough thethe HealthHealth InsurInsuranceance MarkMarkeettplaceplace.
• National Health Interview Survey Early Release Program

• Current Population Survey

 To promote transparency and awareness of the upcoming 
rreeleases,leases, NNCHSCHS aandnd CensusCensus ccoollaborllaboraatteedd ttoo ddiscussiscuss thethe 
methodology behind the collection and analysis of federal 
health insurance data. 



Event Information

 August 18,g , 2014 from 
10:00am – 12:00pm

 The George Washington 
UniU iversitity CCitity ViView RRoom

 MediaMedia AAdvisorydvisory tthrhroughough 
Census

 Personal invitations emailed 
to partners



AgAgendaenda

 Welcome and Introduction
• John Thompson, Director, U.S. Census Bureau

• Charles Rothwell, Director, National Center for Health Statistics

 TTeechnicchnicaall PPrreesensenttaattionion ooff MMeetthodshods inin HouseholdHousehold SurSurvveeyyss
• Jennifer Day, U.S. Census Bureau

• Stephen Blumberg, National Center for Health Statistics

 Upcoming Releases
• Victoria Velkoff, U.S. Census Bureau

• JennifJennifeerr MMadanadanss,, NationalNational CCeentnterer ffoorr HealthHealth StatisticsStatistics

 Discussants
• Gary Claxton, Kaiser Family Foundation

• Michael O’Grady, O’Grady Health Policy, LLC



)

Audience

 22 attendees (external( )

 321 Ustream viewers
• OMB

• ASPE

• AHRQ

• BLS

• Media

• CNSTAT

• COCOPPAAFFSS

• Kaiser Family Foundation

• SHADAC

•• UrbanUrban InstitutInstitutee

• Population Association of 
America

• RobR bert WWood d JohJ hnson 
Foundation

• Mathematica

• Consortium of Social Science 
Associations



National Health Interview Survey (NHIS)
Early Release (ER) Program

 NHIS is conducted throughout the year based on monthly 
random samples.d l

 Annual files released six months after the completion of data 
collection.

 Data can be analyzed monthly or quarterly – estimates are an 
average over the time period covered.

 Change from Paper-and-Pencil Interview (PAPI) to Computer-
Assisted Personal Interview (CAPI) data collection in1997 
changed how data were processed allowing for estimates to be 
released throughout the year – Early Release Program.

 Quarterly Early Release reports and preliminary microdata files 
araree pprroducoduceedd priorprior ttoo finalfinal procprocessingessing andand wweigheighttinging toto proprovvideide 
early access to the most recent information.



NHIS Early Release (ER) Program

 Every three months, the ER Program produces: 

 A report on 15 key health indicators - first release early 2001 
(1997(1997 tthrhroughough JuneJune 20002000 data)data)

 A separate report on health insurance coverage estimates -
first release in early 2002 (1997 – September 2001 data)

 Web tables - quarterly health insurance estimates and special 
tabulations

 PPrreliminareliminaryy microdatamicrodata filefile usedused ffoorr thesethese rereporporttss

 In addition, the ER Program produces:

 Periodic reports on special health-related topics, e.g., 
• Problems paying medical bills

• Sources of coverage and health care access and utilization for young 
adults

• EEmergency Room Use AR U Among AdultA s d Alt ged A 18–d 64641  8

 Bi-annual reports on wireless substitution for landline service



Health Insurance ER Report Released Quarterly
inin SSeeptemberptember, DDeeccembeemberr, MMararchch, andand JJuneune



S

Early Release Health Insurance Estimates
Reppresent an Averagge Over the Number of Months Included

 September release is based on answers collected between 
JanuarJanuaryy tthrhroughough MarMarcchh 

 December release is based on January–June 

 March release is based on January–September 

 June release is based on January–December

Sept 2014: 
Estimates fi from NHIS 

Jan – March 2014

Dec 2014: 
Estimates from NHIS 

Jan –June 2014

March 2015: 
EstiE imates ffrom NHNHIS IS

Jan – Sept 2014

June 2015: 
EstimatEstimateess ffromrom NHISNHIS 

Jan – Dec 2014



Content of Health Insurance Early Release Report

 Percentages and counts of persons
 Uninsured at time of interview

By age group, 
 Uninsured at least part of the year over time 
 Uninsured for more than a year

 Percentages of persons
 Uninsured at the time of interview By age and poverty status,

over time  WithWith publicpublic healthhealth planplan coveragecoverage
By race/ethnicity over time

 With private health plan coverage By age and sex

 PPeerrccenentagestages ofof adultsadults
 Uninsured at the time of interview By education;
 With public health plan coverage By employment status;

 WithWith privprivateate hhealthealth pplanlan coveragecoverage ByBy maritalmarital sstatustatus



Health Insurance ER Report: Statistics

 Percentages of persons in high-deductible health plans
 Without a health savings account

 InIn aa cconsumeronsumer ddirirecectteedd hhealthealth planplan

 Subnational coverage estimates 
 By expanded region  (9--similar to Census division)

 By state Medicaid expansion status

 By state Health Insurance Marketplace typypey p

 By selected states (in December, March, and June reports)

 AAnndd starstartingting withwith thethe SSeeptemberptember 20142014 rreeporportt, perperccenentagetage 
and count of persons under age 65 classified as having 
exchange-based coverage (centered on mid-Feb). 
 Estimates for population subgroups will be released later in the 

year as sample size permits.



Early Release Health Insurance Estimates
araree PPrreeliminarliminaryy

 Based on a streamlined version of final processing 
prprococeduredureses.

 More automated.

 Based on the prior year’p y s list of health insurance pplan names 
(list was updated with latest exchange plans for September 
release).

 DoDoeess notnot distinguishdistinguish betwbetweeneen individualindividual tytypepess ooff publicpublic 
programs.

 Preliminary estimates are generally close to the final 
estimaestimatestes.

 Within 0.1 percentage points for the proportion uninsured.

 Within 0.2 or 0.3 percentage pp g oints fop r estimates of pprivate 
and public coverage.



Preliminary Quarterly Microdata Files

 Data are available in the NCHS Research Data Center (RDC). 

 TThhee RRDCDC prproovvidesides aa mechanismmechanism ffoorr rreesearsearcherschers ttoo accacceessss 
data not released to the public because of nondisclosure or 
confidentiality reasons.

 AAccess iis provididedd eiithther on sitite (H(Hyattttsvillille, AAttllantta, andd tthhe 
12 Census RDCs) or via a remote system.

http://www.cdc.gov/rdc/




