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Early Release of Est imates from the NHIS 
2015-2016 Accelerated Schedule 

 Release of est imates 4-6 weeks earlier 
 Began processing 2015 Q1 data while finishing 2014 Q4 

report 
 Simultaneous review of report 
 Flow basis for editorial review 
 

 
 



Health Insurance Coverage 
Early Release of Est imates from the NHIS 

 Health Insurance Early Release Report  
 August 12, 2015 
 New format 
 Estimates for the 1st quarter of 2015 

 Quarterly est imates 
 Additional age groups, race/ethnicity, sex, poverty 
 Exchange plan enrollment 

 Preliminary microdata file 
 Quarter 1, 2015 
 4 times a year 
 

 
 



In the first  3 months of 2015:  
• 29.0 million persons of all ages 

(9.2%) were uninsured at the 
time of interview 

• Seven million fewer persons 
lacked health insurance 
coverage in the first 3 months of 
2014 when compared to 2014 
(36 million, 11.5%) 



Percentages of persons of all ages without health insurance using three measures of 
uninsurance: United States, 2013–March 2015 
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Percentage of adults aged 18–64 who were uninsured or had private or public coverage at the 
time of interview: United States, 1997–March 2015 
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Percentage of children aged 0–17 who were uninsured or had private or public coverage at the 
time of interview: United States, 1997–March 2015 
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Private Coverage 

– Among persons under age 65: 
 

• In the first 3 months of 2015, 66.5% (179.1 million) 
were covered by private health insurance at the time 
of interview. 

• This includes 3.6% (9.7 million) covered  by private 
plans through the Health Insurance Marketplace or 
state-based exchanges at the time of interview 
between January and March 2015. 



Percentage of persons under age 65 with private health insurance obtained through the Health 
Insurance Marketplace or state-based exchanges, by age group and selected quarters: United 
States, January 2014–March 2015 
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Percentage of persons aged 18-64 years with private health insurance obtained through the 
Health Insurance Marketplace or state-based exchanges, by race and ethnicity and selected 
quarters: United States, January 2014–March 2015 
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Percentage of persons aged 18-64 years with private health insurance obtained through the 
Health Insurance Marketplace or state-based exchanges, by poverty status and selected 
quarters: United States, January 2014–March 2015 
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Comparison of point-in-time estimates of the uninsured from 
3 federal surveys 

Year NHIS ACS CPS NHIS  ACS 
Difference 

NHIS CPS 
Difference 

2013  14.4 14.5 –0.1 

2014 Q1 13.1 13.6 –0.5 

2014  11.5 11.7 –0.2 

2015 Q1 9.2 10.6 *–1.4 

*Significant at p< 0.05 



Comparison of state-level estimates of persons uninsured at the time of 
interview, NHIS and ACS 
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Comparison of point-in-time uninsured state-level estimates: 
NHIS and ACS 

Difference  Number of states 
States where the ACS and NHIS are statistically 
different at p < 0.05 

5 

≤ 0.5 percentage points 11 

> 0.5 to ≤ 1.0 percentage points 17 

>1.0 to ≤ 2.0 percentage points 13 

>2.0 percentage points 10 



Robin A. Cohen 
RCohen@cdc.gov 

 
For more information about the NHIS 

and the Early Release Program 
 

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nhis.htm 
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