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Why Consider Change? 

Improve Data Quality 

• Fewer “some other race” 

• Provide categories in which 
respondents can “see themselves” 

 



Major Areas of Proposed Change

• Combined race/ethnicity question 

• Addition of Middle Eastern/North 
African (MENA) category 

• Terminology 

• Design 

 



Major Areas of Proposed Change 

• Combined race/ethnicity question 



Current Two Question Approach  

 



Combined Approach 



Major Areas of Proposed Change 

• Addition of Middle Eastern/North 
African (MENA) category 



Combined Approach with MENA 



Relevance to NCHS 

• Surveys 

• Trends 

• Oversamples 

• Post stratification weights 

 



Relevance to NCHS 

• Vital Statistics 

• Trends 

• Need denominators for rates 

• Provide births and deaths to 
Census for postcensal estimates 

 



NCHS Concerns 

• Trends 

• Small population sizes 

• Mismatch between numerators 
provided by states in vital records 
and denominators provided by 
Census 

• Amount of race data imputed 

 



Next Steps 

• OMB undertaking a periodic review of the 
race/ethnicity standards using an 
established process 

• Opportunity for public and agency 
comment 

• Anticipated that comment period will 
begin soon  

• Census questions to Congress 2018 

 



Next two presesntations 

• Bridging to create consistent 
numerators and denominators 

• Effect of potential changes on vital 
statistics  
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