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Infant mortality rate, United States, 2000-2009
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Source: 2000-2007 data are from the linked birth/infant death data sets.
2008 and 2009 data are preliminary data from the main mortality files.



Figure 1. Infant mortality rates, selected countries, 2005
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Source: Health, United States, 2008 Rate per 1,000 live births



Percentage of preterm births, US, 2000-2009
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Source: Birth data from the National Vital Statistics System; 2009 data are preliminary.



Figure 3. Percentage of preterm births, United States and
selected European countries, 2004
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Note: Excludes births at <22 weeks of gestation to promote comparability between countries. Preterm births are
those from 22 to 36 weeks of gestation. Source: NCHS linked birth/infant death data set (for US data), and
European Perinatal Health Report (for European data).



Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

MMWR Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report

Supplement /Vol. 60 January 14, 2011

CDC Health Disparities and Inequalities Report —
United States, 2011



Figure 1. Infant mortality rates by race and ethnicity of mother, US, 2007
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Source: CDC/NCHS linked birth/infant death data set, 2007.



Infant mortality can be partitioned
Into two key components:

1. Gestational age-specific infant mortality
rates (i.e. the mortality rate for infants at a
gliven gestational age).

2. Distribution of births by gestational age.



Gestational age-specific infant mortality
rates by race/ethnicity, US, 2007
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Source: CDC/NCHS linked birth/infant death data set, 2007
* Figure does not meet standard of reliability or precision: based on <20 deaths in the numerator.



Gestational age-specific infant mortality
rates by race/ethnicity, US, 2007

16 - B Non-Hispanic white
14 - 143 ® Non-Hispanic black
B Puerto Rican
< 12 @ American Indian
210 -
2
o
s °
S 6 -
o
E 4 -
2 4
O i

34-36 weeks 37-38 weeks 39-41 weeks

Source: CDC/NCHS, linked bhirth/infant death data set, 2007
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Figure 2. Percentage of preterm births by race and Hispanic origin of mother,

United States, 2007
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Percent contribution of two factors to race/ethnic
differences in infant mortality rates
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Source: NCHS linked birth/infant death data set, 2007



Infant mortality rates for selected causes of death for
non-Hispanic black and non-Hispanic white women, 2007
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Source: CDC/NCHS linked birth/infant death data set, 2007



Contribution of causes of death to the non-Hispanic
black — non-Hispanic white infant mortality gap, 2007
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Infant mortality rates for selected causes of death for
Puerto Rican and non-Hispanic white women, 2007
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Source: CDC/NCHS linked birth/infant death data set, 2007.
* Figure does not meet standard of reliability or precision — based on <20 deaths in the numerator.



Contribution of causes of death to the Puerto Rican --
non-Hispanic white infant mortality gap, US, 2007
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Source: CDC/NCHS linked birth/infant death data set, 2007.
* Figure does not meet standard of reliability or precision — based on <20 deaths in the numerator.



Infant mortality rates for selected causes of death for
American Indian and non-Hispanic white women, 2007
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Source: CDC/NCHS linked birth/infant death data set, 2007.



Contribution of causes of death to the American Indian
-- non-Hispanic white infant mortality gap, US, 2007
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Summary

In 2007, the infant mortality rate for non-Hispanic black women
was 2.4 times the rate for non-Hispanic white women.

Infant mortality rates for American Indian women were 64%
higher, and for Puerto Rican women 44% higher, than for non-
Hispanic white women.

The higher infant mortality rates for non-Hispanic black and Puerto
Rican women were primarily due to their higher levels of preterm
birth and preterm-related causes of death.

In contrast, the higher infant mortality rate for American Indian
women was mostly due to higher infant mortality rates for term
and near-term infants — primarily due to causes such as SIDS and
unintentional injuries.

These different patterns suggest different prevention strategies.
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