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THREE PICTURES

One you are most familiar with

and…….

Two that you may not be.
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CDC – Protecting People’s Health



The New/Old Normal: Urgent RealitiesThe New/Old Normal: Urgent Realities
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The first ‘unknown’ to 
you

The Stories of our Children
Data:2004



Raphael, age 10, 4th Grade
Mother incarcerated

“waited all day to talk to mentor, wanting only to 
tell her about seeing his sister being shot the 
night before”

Expelled at end of school year because 
someone said something about his mother



Renaldo, age 11, 6th grade

Mother killed at age 6

Father lives in East Tennessee

3 cousins in household



Amanda, age 8

Mother on disability

Old brother, age 17, in jail

Older sister, age 15, pregnant

All three children have separate dad



Christopher, age 12, 5th grade

1 of 6 children

Father on disability

Suspended 2  x week, in school, for anger

All brothers expelled from school

2 older/2 younger



Kenny, age 12, 4th grade

1 of 6 children

Father incarcerated



Thomas, Kindergarten

Crack baby

Kicked out of school for attacking 
teacher



Courtney, age 5, Kindergarten

Mother incarcerated

Aunt raising 7 children, none are hers



Keisha, age 6, 1st grade

Dad incarcerated

5 siblings, older teenage sister has a 
baby



Jarvis
Age six, first grade

Two older brothers, ages 16 and 17

Lives with aunt because both parents 
incarcerated on drug charges

October 2005, placed back in first 
grade……………



Jackie, age 12, 4th grade

Family has been put out of MDHA

Was in room when uncle was shot

Has been raped

WHEN SHE GROWS UP…. ……………she 
wants to be a doctor



Social Costs of This Disparity
- Incarceration

Handicaps
Violence, truancy, suspensions
Mixed families
Failure (academic)
Needing and/or wanting attention
Lack of tools
Adult indifference
Low self-esteem



The second ‘unknown’
picture to you

What funding streams (and policies) look 
like at the local (and state) level
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“He who has a 
why to live

can bear with 
almost any 

how.”



“the significance of the problems 
we face cannot be solved at the 
same level of thinking we had 
when we created them”

Albert Einstein



50 Reasons Not To Change

Stop.
Look inward.

Listen.
To yourself.
To others.



PUBLIC HEALTH IS 
LIFE BETTER

…this is but a “glimpse”
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