
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Vessel 
Sanitation Program is proud to bring to you the following 

session:

Overview of the Vessel Sanitation 
Program

While this presentation is primarily intended for cruise vessels
under the jurisdiction of the Vessel Sanitation Program it may 

also be used by anyone who is interested in this topic. 

This session should not be used as a replacement for existing 
interactive training but should be used as an adjunct to a 

comprehensive training program.
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Program Overview

Vessel Sanitation Program 
2007
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Mission
• To protect the health of passengers and crew by minimizing 

the risk of gastrointestinal illness on cruise ships. 

• The program assists the cruise ship industry to develop and 
implement comprehensive sanitation programs. 
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VSP Staff 

• Atlanta, Georgia
– 3 Inspectors
– 1 Public Health 

Analyst
– 1 Administrative 

Assistant
– 1 Physician (contract)

• Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida
– 5 Inspectors
– 1 Administrative 

Assistant
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VSP History
1987

In compliance with 
Congressional directive, 
VSP re-established with 
following components:
Un-announced inspections
Follow-up inspections
Construction consultation 
Investigation of outbreaks
Biweekly publication of  inspection 
scores
Inspection reports upon request

1980

1st overseas consultation 
on construction1986

Inspections discontinued 
& Industry “encouraged”
to develop a program of 
self-inspection using  
“Vessel Sanitation 
Inspection Manual”

1975

Voluntary compliance to 
maintain minimum levels 
of sanitation and 
minimize threat of GI 
illness
Inspection results 
available to the public

1970-1975

Routine sanitation 
inspections of all 
arriving vessels
Significant risk 
associated with cruise 
ships
WHO “Guide to Ship 
Sanitation”

1988

User fees charged to 
support 100% of VSP 
budget

Cost for 2002 = $0.03/passenger/day
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Structure Fiscal Year 2006/2007

Vessel Size Fees

Extra Small    $ 1,300
< 3,001

Small          $ 2,600
3,001 – 15,000

Medium    $ 5,200
15,001 – 30,000

Large       $ 7,800
30,001 – 60,000

Extra Large $10,400
60,001-120,000

Mega    $ 15,600
> 120,001
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VSP Jurisdiction

• Cruise vessels that:
– Carry 13 or more passengers
– International Itinerary
– Call on U.S. Ports

• 2005
- 150+ vessels

10+ million passengers
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Freedom of the Seas
Length 339 m
GRT 158,000
Passengers 3,600
Crew 1,360

Arabella

Length 50m

Pax 49
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VSP Components

• Inspections
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Based on:

• Previous VSP Operations 
Manuals

• Food and Drug 
Administration’s FDA Model 
Food Code 1999

• WHO Guide to Ship 
Sanitation
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VSP Components
• Inspections
• Surveillance & Outbreak 

Investigations
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Surveillance
• Report all gastrointestinal illness cases 

(including zero cases)
– 24 hours prior to arrival at a U.S. port from 

a foreign port
– Additional cases require a 4 hour update

• Special report when gastrointestinal 
illness reaches 2% in passengers or 
crew

• Electronic Reporting
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VSP Components

• Inspections
• Surveillance & Outbreak 

Investigations
• Construction
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Consultation Plan Review
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VSP Components

• Inspections
• Surveillance & Outbreak 

Investigation
• Consultation on Constructi
• Training & Consultation

on 
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Training Program
• Miami

–5 sessions

• Seattle
–1 session
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International Consultation

Egypt – Nile 
Cruises
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•10-12 Cruise Vessels – Floating 
Hotels

•Currently minimal inspections of 
vessels

•ATHENS 2000 Mandate for 
USPHS inspection prior to arrival 
in Piraeus
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Contact VSP

Vessel Sanitation Program
1850 Eller Drive, Suite 101
Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33316

954-356-6650
1-800-323-2132

www.cdc.gov/nceh/vsp
vsp@cdc.gov

http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/vsp
mailto:vsp@cdc.gov
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