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About ASTHO

• 57 members – State and Territorial 
Health Officials

• Environmental Health Policy Program



ASTHO’s Tracking Project
Objectives:

1. Identify models and resources
2. Assess state capacity and needs
3. Facilitate collaboration



Identify Models and Resources

• Risk communications 
toolkit

• Case studies
• Fact sheet



Identify Models and Resources cont’d

• Web site
• EH News
• ASTHO Report



Assess Capacity and Needs
• State Data Sources Inventory



State Asthma Data 
Sources Inventory

• Collaborative effort
• PURPOSES:

1. Update Matrix of State Asthma Programs
2. Identify common databases
3. Identify state tracking activities
4. Develop statistical profiles



Preliminary Results
• Response rate = 87% 
• Interest in health and envt’l analysis =89%
• Using air quality data in asthma analysis = 31%



Trends
• Commonly used databases

– Mortality (69%)
– Hospital discharge (65%)
– Emergency department visits (51%) 
– Medicaid (48%)



More Data Analysis
• State fact sheets
• Updated State Data Sources Matrix
• Final report
• Case studies



Updating Pew Report
• Partnership with Johns Hopkins University
• Survey of State EH Surveillance Capacity

– Infrastructure and capacity
– Budget
– Partnerships
– Info access and usage
– Priorities



Facilitate Collaboration



(Partnerships)3



Partner Organizations
• Regular meetings
• Joint projects
• Information sharing



Building Bridges between
Health and Environment

• Four year anniversary of 
ASTHO-ECOS partnership

• Catching Your Breath 
project

• GOAL: work 
collaboratively to reduce 
asthma in children



Catching Your Breath

• Report written in 2003
• Includes strategies to 

increase collaboration 
and joint action

• Planning Opportunities 
for Moving Forward 
meeting in May 2005



“We Are Family”
the ASTHO

^



ASTHO Partnerships
• Environmental Health Services Project

– Building EH workforce identify
– Fostering collaboration 
– Ensuring basic EH services



ASTHO Partnerships cont’d

• Public Health Systems Program
– Development of PHIN
– Privacy (HIPAA and FERPA)

http://www.astho.org/pubs/ASTHO-Knowledge-Management.pdf
http://www.astho.org/pubs/ASTHO-Knowledge-Management.pdf
http://www.astho.org/pubs/ASTHO-Knowledge-Management.pdf


ASTHO Partnerships cont’d

• Workforce Development
– Workforce report with Council of 

State Gov’ts
– EH Workforce issue brief
– Public Health Preparedness 

Workforce Development Act of 
2005



Next Steps…
• Online training
• EH Surveillance Capacity Survey
• Meetings of states and locals
• Participation on PMO
• Workforce development



Thank you.

Becky Smullin, MPH
Sr. Analyst, Environmental Health Policy

Association of State and Territorial Health Officials
1275 K Street, NW Suite 800

Washington, DC 20005
bsmullin@astho.org
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