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BACKGROUND 
Providing information from a nationwide network of integrated environmental monitoring and public health data systems 
so that all sectors may take action to prevent and control environmentally related health effects is a mission for the 
National Center for Environmental Health’s Environmental Public Health Tracking (EPHT) Program. To support their 
mission, the EPHT Program has commissioned a group of contractors, Science Application International Corporation 
(SAIC) and Scientific Technologies Corporation (STC) to gather requirements for the development and design of a 
National EPHT Network. 
 
OBJECTIVE(S) 
The objectives of this project are to refine requirements (both negative and positive) and demonstrate proof of concept for 
a National EPHT Network. 
 
METHOD(S) 
The primary method used to derive requirements is the development of a prototype, the EPHT Network Prototype, which 
will demonstrate the utility of a National EPHT Network by allowing the ability to collect, integrate, and analyze data on 
environmental hazards, environmental exposures, and health effects. The prototype is a requirements-gathering tool that is 
being used to facilitate the movement toward the design and development of a National EPHT Network. It is not a 
suggested architecture or software design. 
 
The prototype will be further refined through requirements gathering during Stakeholder/User requirement review 
sessions. Review sessions will take place over the course of three iterations of the prototype.  All iterations have 
objectives that are formulated toward refining the requirements through Stakeholder/User interactive sessions, which will 
include reviewing a prototype demonstration with sample data and selected demonstration project data. 
 
RESULT(S) 
The product of the Stakeholder/User review sessions will be requirements detailing functional requirements as well as 
tools and features that will be needed for data collection, integration and analysis on environmental hazards, 
environmental exposures, and health effects. 
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DISCUSSION/RECOMMENDATION(S) 
The prototype will provide the foundation to build upon for the National Network, thereby providing an arena to initiate 
dialogue and obtain feedback from grantees and stakeholders regarding the requirements. In doing so, the prototype will 
provide the EPHT Program further insight on the tools and features grantees and stakeholders need to utilize the National 
EPHT Network. 
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