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Fig. A - Winged Adult Fig. B - Soldier Fig. C - Worker 
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TERMITE S: KEY TO SOME COMMON NORTH AMERICAN SPECIES 
Harold George Scott 

Key to Winged Adults 

1. 	 Radius without branch.s; fontan.1 (fig. E) usually present .......... ............ ...................................... 2 

Radius (fig. D).wlth branch.s; fontan.1 absent .... ........ .. ...... .......................... .................................. 4 


2. 	 Tibia (fig. F) slightly to plainly blackish .......................................... ............................................ .... 3 
Tibia entlr.ly pal.; Ontario to Guatemala, w.st to Utah and Arizona 

(R.ticulitermes lIovi".s) ........ .. ............ .... .............. ...... EASTERN SUBTERRANEAN TERMITE 

3. 	 Tibia slightly darken.d; length 9 mm.; British Columbia to Baja Califomia, 
.ast to Idaho and Sonora 
(R.ticu/it."".s h.sperus) ............ .................................. WESTERN SUBTERRANEAN TERMITE 

Tibia generally darken.d; length 9.5· 10 mm.; Oregon and Montana to w.stern 
Mexico, Mi slOUri, and T .xas 
(R.ticulit.rm.s ti6;0/is) .................. .... ........ .... ........................ ARID SUBTERRANEAN TERMITE 

4. 	 Oc.lli (fig. E) pr.sent ........ .. ...... .......... ...... .. ...... .......... .................... .... ........ .. ...................................... 5 
Oc.lli absent; w.stem Canada to Baja Califomia 

(Zootermopsis ongusticollis) .............................. .............. WESTERN ROTTEN.WOOD TERMITE 

5. 	 Body y.llow to light brown ........ .. ........................................ .................. .. ............................... · .............. 6 
Body blackish; Califomia to Baja Califomia, .ast to Arizona and Utah 

(Ko/ot.rmes minor) .................................................................... WESTERN DRY·WOOD TERMITE 

6. 	 Transvers. rows of long hairs on t.rgit.s; South Carolina to Florida, 
w.st to eastern T.xas (Ko/ot.,mes snyel.ri) ...... ................... EASTERN DRY.WOOD TERMITE 

No transv.rs. rows of hairs on t.rgit.s; Arizona and Califomia 
(Procryptot.rm.s huhhareli) .... ............................ ................ .. .............. ARID DRY.WOOD TERMITE 

Fig. D - Wing Fig. E - Head Fig. F - Leg Fig. G - 'lbroat 

Key to Soldiers 

1. 	 Fontan.1 (fig. E) pr.s.nt; ey.s usually absent ...... .................... ........ .. ........................................ .... 2 

Fontan.1 absent; eyes (fig. E) pr.sent ................ .......................... ................................ .................... 4 


2. 	 Gula (fig. G) not twic. as broad in front as in middl ...............ARID SUBTERRANEAN TERMITE 

Gula twic. as broad in front as In middl ............... , ... .. .......................................... ............................ 3 


3. 	 Head twic. as long as broad .. ........................................... WES"TERN SUBTERRANEAN TERMITE 

Headl.ss than Twlc. as long as broad ............................ eASTERN SUBTERRANEAN TERMIT! 


4. 	 Antenna (fig. E) with 2~31 segments .. ...................... .................... ........ ............................................ 5 

Antenna with 1()'20 segments .......... .. ................................... WESTERN ROTTEN·WOOD TERMITe 


5. 	 third antennal segment as long as n.xt 3 combined ................ · ..EASfERN DRY·WOOD TERMITE 

third antennal segment shorter than n.xt 3 combined ................ WEST ERN DRY.WOOD TERMITE 

Third antennal segment as long a. n.xt 4 COIIIbln.d ........ .................. ARID DRY·WOOD TERMIT! 
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