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Racial and Ethnic Approaches to Community Health Across 
the U.S. (REACH U.S.) is a national Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) program aimed at eliminating racial 
and ethnic health disparities.  It utilizes community-based 
approaches to reduce the burden of chronic illness in specific 
at-risk populations.  There are 22 REACH Action Communities 
using practice-based and evidence-based programs.  These 
programs look at cultural and environmental influences 
related to health disparities and their underlying causes.  
They develop, evaluate, and share their culturally specific and 
relevant strategies and best practices. 

ISSUE 
The Pima County Cervical Cancer Prevention Partnership 
(PCCCPP) is a community-based coalition working to  
eliminate health disparities related to cervical cancer for 
Latinas residing in the US-Mexico border region in Pima 
County Arizona. Promotoras (community health educators) 
provide the leadership for the coalition.  Other partners  
include community residents, neighborhood associations, 
school districts, healthcare providers, county and city agencies, 
non-profit organizations and University departments. The 
coalition increases knowledge and awareness of human 
papillomavirus (HPV) and cervical cancer prevention, 
screening, and management.  The partnership works to 
eliminate structural barriers to medical care to facilitate  
timely access to diagnostic and treatment services.

ACTIVITIES
 � PCCPP provides training to community health workers 

on current HPV and cervical cancer prevention strategies, 
including the prophylactic HPV vaccines and new 
screening and prevention technologies.

 � Community health workers and patient navigators help 
women navigate the health care system to increase 
screening and early detection, as well as to shorten the 
timeframe between screening, diagnosis, and treatment 
for women with abnormal pap screens.

 � PCCCPP members provide technical assistance 
and workshops to healthcare providers,  non-
governmental organizations, school districts, and the 
health department on new screening and prevention 
technologies and the development of community 
health worker programs.

ACHIEVEMENTS 
 � Developed, field tested, implemented, and evaluated 

a bilingual community and culturally responsive 
community health worker curriculum on HPV and 
cervical cancer prevention.

 � Trained 160 community health workers on HPV and 
cervical cancer curriculum.

 � Provided current, culturally-responsive HPV and cervical 
cancer prevention information to more than 4,000 
women, parents, and other community members.

 � Currently piloting a point-of-care patient navigation 
program within the largest community health center in 
the county and Pima County Health Department.

 � Provided technical assistance to local, state, and 
national agencies on HPV and cervical cancer 
prevention and the development of a community 
health educator programs.
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