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Racial and Ethnic Approaches to Community Health Across the U.S. (REACH U.S.) is a
national Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) program aimed at eliminating
racial and ethnic health disparities. It utilizes community-based approaches to reduce

the burden of chronic illness in specific at-risk populations. There are 18 REACH Centers
of Excellence in the Elimination of Disparities. They serve as national expert centers
implementing, coordinating, refining, and disseminating programmatic activities designed
to eliminate health disparities.

ISSUE

The Morehouse School of Medicine Prevention Research Center is creating a regional
infrastructure for the reduction and elimination of breast and cervical cancer disparities

in African American women in Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina. This is
accomplished through partnerships with the Emory and University of North Carolina
Prevention Research Centers, the Medical University of South Carolina Cancer Center, and
the Fulton County (Georgia) health department. These partners work with community-
based organizations by providing technical assistance and training in program
development, implementation, and evaluation of evidence-based approaches for cancer
control. In addition, the program offers training in coalition-building, capacity building, and
sustainability. The program’s overall goal is to increase preventive screenings for breast and
cervical cancer among African American women.

ACTIVITIES
m Provides technical assistance and training in the implementation of evidence-
based interventions to increase breast and cervical cancer screening
(e.g., client reminders). - =

REACHUS.

m Conducts training for local and academic partners in how to identify and . .
.. . . . Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
solicit additional state-level support for breast and cervical cancer screening. 1600 Clifton Road. NE. Atlanta. GA 30333
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m Disseminates information (and guidelines as they become available) on
promotion of the human papillomavirus vaccine.

= Funds thirteen community organizations to conduct evidence-based Tel: 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)

. L . . . TTY: 1(888) 232-6354
interventions in Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina through Email: CDCINFO@cde.qov

Legacy Grants. Web: www.cdc.gov

= Organizes new community coalitions to address the social determinants
of health.

ACHIEVEMENTS

m Activities contributed to an increase in breast and cervical cancer screening rates among African-American women
in Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina.

m Activities contributed to decreased mortality from breast and cervical cancer among African-American women in
Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina.

m Partnered with American Association of Diabetes Educators to develop, publish, and implement a policy statement
of Diabetes Education and Public Health (The Diabetes Educator 34: 45-49). ‘
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