
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

   
  

 
 

  

 
  

  

     

    
 

 

  

   

  

  

  
   

  

   

  
   

  

  
   

   

  
   

  

  

  

  
   

 

   
 

Cigarette Smoking and People with Disabilities 

A Tip Sheet for Public Health Professionals 

Did you know that cigarette smoking disproportionately affects some socioeconomic Encourage your state to: 
and demographic groups including people with disabilities?  You can help improve 
the health and wellness of people with disabilities by requesting that your state’s • Include disability in 
public health surveillance activities include disability as a demographic (similar to age, public health 
sex, race, etc.) and that health promotion activities include people with disabilities. surveillance activities 

In all states, there are differences in cigarette smoking by disability status, suggesting • Include people with 
a disparity in access to effective health promotion strategies for people with disabilities in health 
disabilities. Interested in your state?  Use the table below to determine the promotion activities 
prevalence of cigarette smoking among people with disabilities compared to those without. 

The Prevalence of Current Cigarette Smoking in Adults with and without Disabilities, BRFSS 
2009.1 

Disability No Disability Total Difference 

State, District or 
Territory 

Weighted  
Population Percent2 

95% 
CI3 

(±) 

Weighted  
Population Percent 

95% CI
 (±) 

Weighted  
 Population Percent 

95% 
CI 
(±) 

Percentage 
Points 

Alabama 263,456 32.9 4.3 523,215 20.4 1.9 786,672 23.2 1.8 12.5 
Alaska 24,541 21.6 6.1 75,701 18.5 2.6 100,242 19.4 2.4 3.1 
Arizona 174,262 18.8 4.4 599,854 15.6 2.3 774,116 16.4 2.1 3.2 
Arkansas 148,662 31.9 5.7 301,316 18.8 2.4 449,978 21.8 2.2 13.1 
California 813,008 19.5 2.5 2,412,268 11.5 0.8 3,225,276 12.8 0.8 8.0 
Colorado 157,625 27.3 3.6 419,921 14.6 1.2 577,545 16.5 1.2 12.7 
Connecticut 94,553 24.9 4.8 312,096 14.5 1.8 406,649 15.9 1.7 10.4 
Delaware 31,149 26.3 5.4 91,054 17.2 2.0 122,203 18.8 1.9 9.1 
District of Columbia 17,145 22.5 5.3 52,601 13.7 1.7 69,746 15.1 1.6 8.8 
Florida 762,580 26.9 4.2 1,674,226 15.8 1.6 2,436,806 18.1 1.5 11.1 
Georgia 291,204 26.4 5.2 950,069 16.0 1.7 1,241,273 17.4 1.6 10.4 
Hawaii 32,185 24.4 4.7 118,934 14.5 1.5 151,118 15.8 1.4 9.9 
Idaho 54,647 24.8 4.4 122,843 13.8 1.7 177,491 16.0 1.6 11.0 
Illinois 370,296 25.5 4.9 1,411,382 17.5 1.6 1,781,678 18.6 1.5 8.0 
Indiana 298,626 33.9 3.9 788,560 21.2 1.5 1,087,187 23.4 1.4 12.7 
Iowa 81,989 25.1 4.6 303,447 16.5 1.6 385,436 17.7 1.5 8.6 
Kansas 96,323 27.0 2.7 272,108 16.2 0.9 368,431 17.9 0.9 10.8 
Kentucky 277,052 37.0 4.3 527,144 22.4 2.0 804,196 25.7 1.8 14.6 
Louisiana 204,344 32.5 4.0 526,210 19.9 1.5 730,554 22.1 1.4 12.6 
Maine 55,305 28.4 3.7 121,968 15.7 1.5 177,272 18.0 1.4 12.7 
Maryland 179,592 25.1 4.4 457,729 13.4 1.3 637,321 15.3 1.3 11.7 

National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities 
Division of Human Development and Disability 



 
 

    

 

  

 

 
   

  

  

   

  
   

   
   

   

   

  
   

   
   

   

   
   

  

   
   

   

   
   

   

   

  

  

   

  

  

   
   

  

    

  

 
 

 
    

Disability No Disability Total Difference 

State, District or 
Territory 

Weighted 
Population 

Percent 
95% 

CI 
(±) 

Weighted 
Population 

Percent 
95% 

CI 
(±) 

Weighted 
Population 

Percent 
95% 

CI 
(±) 

Percentage 
Points 

Massachusetts 194,525 24.8 3.3 514,301 13.5 1.2 708,825 15.2 1.1 11.3 
Michigan 427,832 30.8 3.8 1,037,762 17.4 1.3 1,465,593 19.7 1.3 13.4 
Minnesota 166,139 25.4 5.2 496,731 15.3 1.7 662,870 16.8 1.6 10.1 
Mississippi 160,572 33.1 3.6 336,941 20.8 1.5 497,513 23.5 1.4 12.3 
Missouri 330,317 35.5 5.5 685,175 20.2 2.2 1,015,492 23.2 2.0 15.3 
Montana 37,195 27.2 4.6 88,037 15.3 1.6 125,232 17.4 1.5 11.9 
Nebraska 56,685 25.4 5.0 164,264 15.3 1.5 220,949 17.0 1.5 10.1 
Nevada 108,542 30.6 6.7 318,215 20.4 2.8 426,756 21.9 2.5 10.2 
New Hampshire 45,026 26.1 5.8 114,576 14.2 1.7 159,601 16.2 1.7 11.9 
New Jersey 227,931 26.2 3.8 769,520 14.6 1.2 997,451 16.1 1.2 11.6 
New Mexico 81,478 27.9 4.1 177,185 15.4 1.5 258,663 17.7 1.4 12.5 
New York 710,832 28.0 4.5 1,869,311 16.2 1.5 2,580,143 18.1 1.5 11.8 
North Carolina 423,613 31.1 3.7 991,366 18.1 1.4 1,414,979 20.6 1.3 13.0 
North Dakota 23,650 31.9 6.4 66,356 16.6 1.8 90,006 18.8 1.8 15.3 
Ohio 551,749 33.8 4.2 1,190,472 17.8 1.4 1,742,221 20.7 1.4 16.0 
Oklahoma 230,105 35.3 3.5 463,179 22.8 1.6 693,284 25.7 1.5 12.5 
Oregon 164,935 30.3 5.5 344,046 15.8 2.1 508,981 18.5 2.0 14.5 
Pennsylvania 544,539 32.7 4.2 1,378,036 18.7 1.6 1,922,575 21.1 1.5 14.0 
Rhode Island 37,168 29.1 5.0 85,786 13.0 1.5 122,954 15.5 1.5 16.1 
South Carolina 203,398 28.7 4.1 470,979 18.4 1.6 674,377 20.4 1.5 10.3 
South Dakota 21,268 27.0 5.4 82,751 16.8 1.7 104,018 17.9 1.7 10.2 
Tennessee 355,838 37.7 4.9 679,258 18.8 2.1 1,035,096 22.5 2.0 18.9 
Texas 840,526 30.0 4.4 2,286,644 15.6 1.5 3,127,170 17.8 1.5 14.4 
Utah 54,010 16.2 2.9 129,858 8.2 0.9 183,868 9.5 0.9 8.0 
Vermont 24,271 32.1 4.4 58,414 15.6 1.6 82,684 18.2 1.5 16.5 
Virginia 297,197 33.2 8.6 798,246 16.9 2.3 1,095,443 19.2 2.3 16.3 
Washington 247,348 24.3 2.4 486,470 12.8 0.9 733,818 15.0 0.8 11.5 
West Virginia 121,702 34.4 4.1 243,497 24.4 2.0 365,200 26.9 1.8 10.0 
Wisconsin 213,721 34.4 7.6 576,508 17.1 2.2 790,229 19.5 2.2 17.3 
Wyoming 18,862 26.5 4.8 60,429 18.9 1.8 79,291 20.2 1.7 7.6 
Guam 3,205 27.6 9.7 21,859 22.9 3.1 25,065 23.1 2.9 4.7 
Puerto Rico 58,547 11.6 3.8 241,326 10.2 1.4 299,873 10.6 1.3 1.4 
Virgin Islands 908 11.5 5.6 3,787 5.9 1.2 4,695 6.3 1.2 5.6 
Total 11,412,174 28.3 0.8 29,293,932 16.1 0.3 40,706,106 18.1 0.3 12.2 

Notes: 
1.  BRFSS refers to the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System. 
2. Estimates are age-adjusted to the 2000 U.S. standard population. 
3. CI denotes confidence interval. 

NCBDDD Atlanta: 
For more information please contact Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30333 
Telephone: 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-63548 
Email: cdcinfo@cdc.gov Web: www.cdc.gov 


