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e SEED is looking at many possible risk factors for ASDs, including
genetic, environmental, pregnancy, and behavioral factors.
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Over 3,500 children and their parents are enrolled across all the study sites. The research goals for SEED
include learning about:

Physical and behavioral characteristics of children with ASDs, children with other developmental
disabilities, and children without a developmental delay or disability

ASD is a complex disorder. We want to learn more about why people with ASD are the way they are—
how they behave, grow, think, and interact with the world around them. We also want to know the
same things about children with other developmental disabilities and those with typical development.

Health conditions among children with and without ASDs

SEED provides an opportunity to compare health conditions and health-related issues such as sleeping
and eating patterns in children with ASD, in children with other developmental disabilities, and in
children without a developmental delay or disability.

Factors associated with a child’s risk for developing ASDs

We hope that SEED will give us a better idea which of the many possible risk factors that we will be
evaluating seem to be associated with or related to ASDs. The risk factors may be related to genes,
health conditions, experiences of the mother during pregnancy, and the health and development of
the child during infancy and the first few years of life.
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“Usually our child isn’t given the chance to participate in studies like these due to her
disability, but it means a lot when you all go the extra mile to accommodate us.
Studies like SEED will do a lot for children now and in the future.”

-Parent of a child participating in SEED
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