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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 

At the National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental 
Disabilities (NCBDDD), I have the honor of working with many of the 
most spirited leaders for change, people who look issues in the face 
every day and never waiver in their commitment to overcome them.  
Equally poised, these individuals remain uniquely focused on 
advancing the vision of NCBDDD: Babies are born healthy. Children 
reach their full potential.  And everyone thrives. The pathway our staff 
have accepted to influence this inspirational vision has become both 
a personal and institutional imperative--wholly achieved through a 
focus on leadership in their research and the strive for excellence in 
their professional communities.  This report not only summarizes 
NCBDDD’s programmatic and fiscal achievements for 2015, it 
demonstrates our resolve to promote the health and well-being of 
babies, children, and adults.   
 
In 2015, we worked hard to better define and advance our four 
thematic areas: saving babies through birth defects prevention and 
research, helping children live to the fullest by understanding developmental disabilities, protecting 
people and preventing complications of blood disorders, and improving the health of people with 
disabilities.  We continued to work hard this year to achieve solid results in these areas as demonstrated 
in the accomplishments section of this report and as depicted in our newly launched video which further 
tells the NCBDDD story and how we protect those who are most vulnerable.  
 
Every day it becomes more apparent that NCBDDD’s research is making a difference, as more patients, 
clinicians, health care providers, educators, and policymakers seek evidence to inform their decisions 
around the health of babies, children, and adults, and ways to enhance the potential for full, productive 
living.  With this, I take pride in our many accomplishments to date, including our Zika virus disease 
response of early 2016 where we have been working to help control an outbreak and protect some of our 
most vulnerable populations: pregnant women and their developing babies.  Additionally, I look forward 
to building on our key successes and accomplishments over the years to achieve new gains for the 
populations we serve.  The end result of our research will be measurable improvements, gauged in terms 
of children reaching their full potential, reducing complications of blood disorders, and improvements in 
the overall health of people living with disabilities.    
 
As we forge further into 2016 with a new starting ground, determination to succeed, and a strong 
commitment to provide exceptional research and service, I am confident of the future perspectives for 
NCBDDD and of our commitment to manage both the opportunities and the challenges ahead.  
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On behalf of NCBDDD, I wish to express heartfelt gratitude to the community and partners for their 
dedication to ensuring the continued progress and success of NCBDDD and building excellence for the 
future.  I welcome another year of growth, and achievement, and I am grateful to all who support 
NCBDDD in our efforts.   

Sincerely, 

Coleen A. Boyle, PhD, MS(Hyg) 
Director of the National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities (NCBDDD) 

To view the annual report online, please visit: 
www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/aboutus/annualreport2015 

For more information, please visit: 
www.cdc.gov/ncbddd or www.friendsofncbddd.org
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