
 

 

National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities 

Division of Birth Defects and Developmental Disabilities 

Division of Birth Defects and  
Developmental Disabilities 

Vision  
Healthy Birth and Optimal Development for All Children 
 
Mission 
To be the public health leader in 
preventing the occurrence or 
adverse consequences of birth 
defects, developmental disabilities, 
and pediatric genetic conditions 
through surveillance, research, and 
intervention programs.   
 

Priorities 
• Enhance surveillance and research for autism and other developmental disabilities to monitor 

changes in prevalence and contributing risk factors, and better inform prevention policy and 
programs. 

 
• Prevent congenital heart defects and other major birth defects associated with obesity, 

diabetes, and medications. 
 

• Prevent alcohol-exposed pregnancy among reproductive age women to prevent fetal alcohol 
syndrome and other adverse effects of prenatal alcohol exposure. 

 
• Eliminate folic acid-preventable neural tube defects in the United States and globally. 

 
• Enhance the quality and usefulness of newborn screening data and programs. 

 
 

 
 

Office of the Director 
Cynthia Moore, MD, PhD, Director 
Tom Horne, MPA, Deputy Director 
Kimberly Smith, MBA, MHA, Associate Director for Policy 
Angie Colson, MA, Associate Director for Communication 

Birth Defects Branch 
Margaret (Peggy) Honein, PhD, MPH 

Branch Chief 
 

Developmental Disabilities Branch 
Marshalyn Yeargin-Allsopp, MD 

Branch Chief 
 

Prevention Research Branch 
Joseph Sniezek, MD, MPH 

Branch Chief 
 

Pediatric Genetics Team 
Richard Olney, MD, MPH 

Team Leader 
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