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As the number of reported polio cases declines, sensitive AFP 
surveillance becomes increasingly critical, and environmental 
surveillance will continue to be an important supplement to 
AFP surveillance. The risk for WPV and cVDPV importation, 
and cVDPV emergence exists even in countries within polio-
free regions. To promptly identify and respond to all cases of 
polio, surveillance performance must be continuously assessed 
and quality must be maintained globally.
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Summary
What is already known about this topic?

Surveillance is a cornerstone of polio eradication efforts. Acute 
flaccid paralysis (AFP) surveillance is the primary means of 
poliovirus detection, supplemented in selected countries by 
environmental surveillance. The Global Polio Laboratory 
Network facilitates laboratory identification of polioviruses and 
genomic analysis to track poliovirus spread.

What is added by this report?

There was no evidence of wild poliovirus circulation on the 
African continent in 2015. AFP surveillance indicators were 
examined in the World Health Organization African and Eastern 
Mediterranean Region countries that reported polio since 2011, 
or experienced the recent Ebola virus disease (Ebola) outbreak. 
The proportion that met both indicators in the African Region 
countries declined from 2014 to 2015. All Eastern 
Mediterranean Region countries met both indicators. 
Surveillance gaps continued at subnational levels. In Ebola-
affected countries, AFP surveillance quality weakened at 
national and subnational levels.

What are the implications for public health practice?

Rapid improvements in AFP surveillance are needed in African 
Region countries to ensure timely polio-free certification. 
Sensitive and timely surveillance becomes more critical as polio 
cases decline. Gaps in surveillance quality must be identified 
and resolved, especially subnationally. As long as polioviruses 
circulate in any country, all countries remain at risk.
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