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Announcements

Diabetes Alert Day — March 22, 2016
March 22 is Diabetes Alert Day, dedicated to raising aware-

ness about type 2 diabetes, its risk factors, and its prevention. 
Type 2 diabetes, which accounts for 90%–95% of all cases of 
diagnosed diabetes in U.S. adults, might be prevented through 
lifestyle changes, such as losing weight and increasing physical 
activity (1,2). In the United States, 86 million adults have pre-
diabetes, putting them at increased risk for developing type 2 
diabetes, heart disease, and stroke. Only 10% of adults with 
prediabetes know they have it (1,3).

In partnership with the Ad Council, the American Diabetes 
Association, and the American Medical Association, CDC’s 
Division of Diabetes Translation developed and launched the 
first national prediabetes awareness campaign to encourage 
people to take steps to prevent type 2 diabetes. The website 
DoIHavePrediabetes.org (https://doihaveprediabetes.org) 
features a short test for people to find out their prediabetes 
risk and includes lifestyle tips and links to CDC-recognized 
prevention programs across the country that are part of the 
National Diabetes Prevention Program (http://www.cdc.
gov/diabetes/prevention/index.html). The U.S. Diabetes 
Surveillance System includes an updated Diabetes State Atlas 
(http://www.cdc.gov/diabetes/data) that allows users to view 
data and trends on any mobile device. In addition to containing 
the latest state-level data, the atlas now presents estimates of 
the percentage of adults without diagnosed diabetes who report 
having had a test for diabetes or high blood glucose in the past 
3 years. Additional information about diabetes prevention and 
control is available from CDC (http://www.cdc.gov/diabetes).
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World Water Day — March 22, 2016
World Water Day 2016, sponsored by the United Nations, 

is focused on water and jobs. Approximately half of workers 
around the world (1.5 billion persons) have jobs in water-
related industries (1). Many industries rely on water to perform 
jobs, such as fishing, agriculture, manufacturing, and food ser-
vice. Societies and economies depend on the men and women 
who work to keep the world’s drinking water safe.

Climate change affects the economies and infrastructure that 
provide access to safe drinking water around the world. The 
World Health Organization estimates that during 2030–2050, 
an additional 250,000 persons will die each year as a result of 
climate change (2). Diarrheal diseases from contaminated water 
and lack of adequate sanitation and hygiene will be a major 
cause of these additional deaths (3). Now is the time to address 
these challenges and commit to the responsible management 
of water resources to ensure sustainable development in the 
present and for generations to come.

Information is available about World Water Day, includ-
ing ideas on how to get involved (http://www.unwater.org/
worldwaterday). Information on CDC’s efforts to ensure global 
access to improved water, sanitation, and hygiene is also avail-
able (http://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/global).
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