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Steve Wassilak, MD, is trained in pediatrics and has worked in the areas of vaccines and 
vaccine-preventable diseases since 1980 when he joined the Epidemic Intelligence Service at 
CDC. After working in the domestic immunization program of CDC on the epidemiology and 
control of measles, polio, diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis, as well as on vaccine safety, he 
went to work on a pertussis vaccine field trial in Italy in 1992 as a project officer for the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, National Institutes of Health, detailed to the Istituto 
Superior di Sanita’ in Rome.  He joined the Polio Eradication Initiative in 1996, assigned on 
detail from Global Immunization Division (GID) to the WHO European Regional Office for 
Europe in Copenhagen, with an emphasis on strengthening surveillance.  After he returned to 
Atlanta in 2004 until early 2007, he spent considerable field time in Nigeria working under the 
WHO country office, and subsequently was the polio focal point (subject matter expert) in the 
proposed Polio Eradication Branch of GID.  He currently is the team lead for Science, Innovation 
and Research for the Polio Response in the Emergency Operations Center.


