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Summary:  When we treat people for gonorrhea before their results are in, are we missing opportunities to 

make sure their partners can get tested and treated? 

 
 
Abstract: 
 
Background: Partner notification is a key strategy for controlling gonorrhea, a sexually transmitted disease 

(STD) that may lead to infertility. Presumptive treatment—before the receipt of test results—
ensures treatment for likely infections. However, presumptively treated patients may never 
receive test results and thus may not notify sex partners. We examined whether receipt of test 
results differed for presumptively treated patients compared with those who received standard 
care. 

Methods: We examined electronic medical records (EMRs) of gonorrhea-positive patients at the 
Maricopa County STD Clinic during July 1, 2013–March 17, 2014. Presumptive treatment was 
defined as treatment administered at time of testing; all others were classified as standard care. 
Patients were classified as receiving test results if they called the clinic or returned for treatment 
after testing. To estimate the association between treatment type and receipt of results, we 
used a generalized estimating equation to account for repeat infections. 

Results: Most of the 1,026 infections (61%) were treated presumptively. Presumptive treatment was 
more common among men (66%) than women (44%) (P <.01). Of the 403 persons receiving 
standard care, 72% returned for treatment (median time-to-treatment: 6 days); for 28%, the 
EMR did not contain treatment documentation. Receipt of test results was less likely among 
presumptively treated patients (46%) than among patients receiving standard care (83%) 
(prevalence ratio: 0.55; 95% CI: 0.50–0.61). 

Conclusions: Although presumptive treatment facilitates early treatment of patients, partners are unlikely to 
be treated if patients do not receive test results and do not notify them of potential infection. 
Future studies might investigate how rates of partner notification and treatment differ by 
treatment type and how presumptive treatment influences transmission of STDs.  


